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To   Manufacturers  and  Wholesalers. 

This  year's  British  trade  figures  so  far  show  that  1907  will 
top  1906  in  export  business.  Last  year  over  50,000^.  worth 
of  chemicals,  medicines,  and  allied  goods  was  sold  daily  for 
export,  the  total  for  the  year  being  16,893,677^.,  and  about  a 
tenth  of  that  was  medicinal  preparations. 

It  is  worth  keeping  in  touch  with  those  who  handle  this 
business  on  this  side — i.e.,  the  export-merchant  shippers,  who 
buy  these  and  other  goods  for  their  clients  abroad.  We  give 
the  necessary  introduction  through  an  Export  Merchant 
Shippers'  Issue,  which  will  be  published  next  week. 

It  is  obviously  important  to  place  before  such  buyers  de- 
scriptions or  lists  of  goods  which  they  may  be  called  upon  to 
purchase  during  the  coming  year,  and  the  principal  object 
of  our  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  is  to  bring  these  before  them 
through  our  advertisement  pages. 
_  Those  firms  who  have  not  yet  given  our  Publisher  instruc- 
tions for  announcements  in  the  issue  should  communicate  with 
him  by  an  early  post,  as  the  insertion  of  advertisements  re- 
ceived after  Tuesday,  March  5,  cannot  be  guaranteed. 

We  would  emphasise  two  facts  in  regard  to  the  Issue  as  an 
exceptional  one  for  a  good  advertising  effort — first,  it  is  the 
only  opportunity  given  to  the  chemical  and  drug  trades  in 
1907  of  addressing  these  buyers  with  information  which  they 
can  file  for  reference  in  filling  indents;  and,  second,  the  extra 
circulation  does  not  cost  advertisers  more.  It  is  additional 
to  our  unique  circulation  to  buyers,  and  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  being  recognised  all  over  the  world  as  the  leading 
business  journal  in  pharmacy  and  the  drug-trade,  no  one  can 
make  a  mistake  by  advertising  in  the  Export  Merchant 
Shippers'  Issue,  while  those  who  do  not  are  likelv  to  regret  it. 


Summary 

The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  grist  of  the  more  important 

matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 

what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in 
the  first  column. 


We  give  some  notes  on  the  South  African  Exhibition  on 
p.  337. 

The  latest  views  on  catalysis  by  Dr.  George  Scnter  are  re- 
ported on  p.  341. 

Sir  William  Ramsay  is  to  be  the  next  President  of  the 
Chemical  Society  (p.  338). 

Messrs.  Dinneford  &  Co.  are  giving  up  their  retail  phar- 
macy in  Bond  Street  (p.  339). 

A  Portrait  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ilelfenstein,  who  was  drowned 
in  the  Berlin,  is  given  on  p.  330. 

Mr.  William  Edwards,  Sen.,  of  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

E.  C,  died  on  Thursday  morning  (p.  329). 

An  Appeal  in  a  Kay's  essence  case  under  the  Irish  Pharmacy 
Acts  has  failed  on  a  technicality  (p.  327). 

"  Xrayser  "  discusses  carbolic-acid  poisoning,  the  two 
Pharmacy  Bills,  and  secret  medicines  (p.  331). 

Tschirch  and  Wolff's  latest  research  on  sandarac  is 
epitomised  and  criticised  in  an  article  on  p.  334. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Kettle's  paper  on  toning  lantern-slides  by  de- 
velopment is  given  in  the  Coloured  Supplement. 

Natal  Chemists  are  moving  to  get  the  Pharmacy  Act 
amended  in  the  matter  of  dispensing  poisons  (p.  324). 

Commercial  Chemicals  are  reviewed  as  to  purity  by  Mr. 

F.  H.  Alcock,  whose  remarks  will  be  found  on  p.  342. 

Mr.  Tom  Bliss,  of  Lahore  and  Simla,  one  of  the  best-known 
pharmacists  in  the  East,  died  in  London  last  Saturday  (p.  328). 

The  Sugar-tax  may  go.  Aerated-water  makers  have  pre- 
sented to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  good  case  against 
it  (p.  336). 

The  sale  of  picture-postcards  can  be  made  into  a  profitable 
side-line  for  chemists.  How  the  business  is  conducted  is  told 
on  p.  314. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Ellithorne,  President  of  the  Birkenhead 
Chemists'  Association,  fills  a  niche  in  our  portrait-gallerv  this 
week  (p.  340). 

Mr.  J.  R.  YorNG,  of  Edinburgh,  died  on  Monday.  He  was 
the  doyen,  of  Scottish  pharmacy  and  a  most  interesting  per- 
sonality (p.  329). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  recovered  two  penalties 
from  a  London  East-end  chemist  for  infringement  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  (p.  326). 

The  appeal  in  the  Fraserburgh  mist,  bismuthi  co.  case  has 
come  before  the  Edinburgh  High  Court  this  week,  and  is 
reported  on  p.  326. 

A  Sketch  of  the  career  of  Professor  Moissan,  whoso  death 
we  reported  last  week,  and  personal  recollections  by  our 
Paris  Correspondent  are  printed  on  p.  321  and  p.  322. 

We  print  a  necessary  correction  of  last  week's  figures  for 
carbolic-poisoning,  and  add  the  death  rates  per  million  yearly 
since  1890.  showing  unmistakably  that  scheduling  has  lowered 
the  rate  (p.  334). 

Quinine  is  i<7.  lower  officially.  Cocaine,  hydroquinone, 
foreign  citric  acid,  cod-liver  oil,  cinnamon,  and  potashes  are 
dearer.  Sugar  of  milk,  copaiba,  menthol,  and  ergot  are 
easier.    Antimony  is  lower  (p.  345). 

Some  interesting  items  come  to  us  this  week  from  Australia. 
They  deal  with  tho  Tariff  Commission's  inquiry  so  far  as 
chemicals  and  medicines  are  concerned,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  N.S.W.  doctors'  complaints,  and  Victorian  food- 
standards  (p.  323). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  epitomised  in  an  article  beginning  on 
p.  332 ;  also  the  Government  Bill,  so  far  as  at  present  known. 
Both  are  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  fifteen 
members.  This  may  happen  next  week.  Mr.  Dobbs's  Society 
is  opposing  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill  and  supporting 
the  Government  one.  We  print  his  circulars  about  both  on 
p.  335  and  p.  336. 
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Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Miss  J.  M.  Kelsall  has  resigned  her  appointment  as  dis- 
penser of  medicines  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Bolton  Union. 

The  employes  of  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  have  con- 
tributed 55/.  2s.  Id.  to  the  funds  of  Dartford  Cottage  Hos- 
pital. 

The  Mercers'  Comany  has  made  a  grant  of  1,000/.  to  the 
Imperial  Institute  to  promote  research  in  regard  to  the 
economic  products  of  the  British  Colonies  and  Protec- 
torates. 

The  Plymouth  Licensing  Justices  have  granted  medieated- 
wine  licences  to  Mr.  Frank  Frederick  Cox,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Old  Town  Street,  and  to  the  Timothy  White  Co., 
Ltd.,  Bedford  Street,  Plymouth. 

In  a  case  of  domestic  infelicity  heard  by  the  Derby 
Magistrates  on  February  23,  allegations  were  made  against 
"  a  chemist  named  Blakeway,"  with  whom,  it  was  alleged, 
the  wife  had  gone  to  Birmingham. 

The  annual  meeting  of  certificated  Liberal  agents  of  the 
Midland  Counties  was  held  at  Nottingham  on  February  22. 
After  the  business  the  agents  inspected  the  works  of  Boots, 
Cash  Chemists,  Ltd.,  and  were  afterwards  entertained  to 
tea  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Boot. 

At  the  Bournemouth  County  Court  last  week,  a  firm  of 
solicitors  obtained  judgment  in  a  claim  against  Mr.  John 
Watt,  chemist,  Yeovil,  for  6/.  for  professional  services 
rendered  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Watt  in  connection  with  the 
preparation  of  a  deed  of  separation. 

John  Lawson  (37),  an  assistant  to  Messrs.  Wilkinson  & 
Simpson,  Newgate  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  was  re- 
manded by  the  Newcastle  Magistrates,  on  February  25,  on 
a  charge  of  stealing  proprietary  articles  to  the  value  of 
9.s.  Zd.  from  the  warehouse  of  his  employers. 

The  preliminary  steps  have  been  taken,  says  a  newspaper 
paragraph,  by  sixteen  of  the  largest  Swiss  chocolate-firms 
to  form  a  combination.  The  interested  firms  have  already 
arrived  at  an  understanding  to  fix  the  selling-price  of  choco- 
late and  the  purchase-price  of  raw  materials  for  its  pro- 
duction. 

A  hairdresser  who  sued  a  West-end  lady  at  Brompton 
■County  Court,  on  February  26,  for  a  sum  "  for  professional 
services,"  was  non-suited,  on  the  plea  of  the  defendant  that 
plaintiff  gave  her  a  hair-dye  six  years  ago  which  turned  her 
hair  black,  blue,  and  green,  and  which  cost  her  100/.  to  get 
right  again. 

At  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  February  26,  Harry 
James  Grant  Seymour  and  James  Woolford  were  committed 
for  trial  charged  with  conspiracy  to  defraud  Messrs.  Charles 
Buch  &  Co.,  of  Mincing  Lane,  of  7,400/.,  and  there  was  a 
further  charge  against  Woolford  of  obtaining  70/.  from  the 
same  firm  by  false  pretences  in  connection  with  a  cargo  of 
antimony  ore. 

Edward  Gardner  (35),  described  as  an  analytical  chemist, 
of  Highgate  Koad,  London,  N.,  was  fined  10s.  and  ordered 
to  pay  21.  10s.  damages,  at  Bow  Street  Police  Court  on 
February  27,  for  damaging  a  gramophone.  Defendant  told 
the  Magistrate  that  he  threw  a  small  bottle  containing 
about  1  dr.  of  nitric  acid  into  the  gramophone  (which  was 
hired  by  the  Moderate  party),  because  he  was  "  annoyed  in 
a  political  sense." 

The  fifty-seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  supporters  of  the 
London  Homoeopathic  Hospital  was  held  on  February  26, 
at  the  hospital,  Earl  Cawdor  (Treasurer  of  the  hospital) 
presiding.  The  Secretary's  report  stated  that  during  the 
past  year  1,183  in-patients  and  25,626  out-patients  had  been 
treated,  a  record  number  of  both  since  the  hospital  started 
in  1849.  The  financial  year  closed  with  a  deficit  of  402/. 
on  the  year's  working,  as  compared  with  425/.  a  year  ago. 

At  Richmond  on  February  21,  a  clerk  named  Percival 
Thomas  Buckle  was  charged  with  threatening  to  commit 
suicide  by  taking  atropine  in  Kew  Gardens.  Mr.  J.  M. 
Hillier,  Keeper  of  the  Museum  at  Kew,  was  one  of  the 
witnesses,  and  it  was  shown  that  the  prisoner  had  tried 


to  take  the  drug  from  a  Museum  case.  On  promising  to 
refrain  from  attempting  to  take  his  life  again  he  was  dis- 
charged. 

L.C.C.  Items. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  Febru- 
ary 26  the  Improvements  Committee  reported  that  the  lease- 
hold and  trade  claims  of  Messrs.  Cole  &  Elkington,  chemists, 
in  223  High  Road.  Lee,  required  for  improvement  purposes, 
had  been  settled  for  950/.  and  reinstatement. 

With  reference  to  the  allegations  against  Mr.  McKinnon 
Wood,  leader  of  the  Progressive  party  on  the  London 
County  Council,  and  Messrs.  J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (see 
C.  &  D.,  January  16,  page  246),  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  L.C.C.  to  inquire  into  the  matter  has  issued  a  report 
which  completely  exonerates  Messrs.  J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  and  disposes  of  the  allegations.  The  committee  was 
composed  of  both  Moderates  and  Progressives. 

Belladonna  for  Laudanum. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  Tuesday,  February  26, 
the  Grand  Jury  returned  a  true  bill  against  Mr.  George 
Frederick  Handel  Bartlett,  the  Battersea  Park  Road  che- 
mist, who  has  been  charged  with  the  manslaughter  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Morris  by  belladonna-poisoning.  Mr. 
George  Elliott  has  been  retained  for  the  defence.  No 
business  was  transacted  at  the  court  on  Wednesday,  owing 
to  the  opening  of  the  new  courts  by  the  King,  and  the  case 
was  not  reached  on  the  day  we  went  to  press. 

East  Anglian  Notes. 

Influenza  is  still  very  prevalent  in  this  district,  causing 
a  continued  increased  demand  for  the  usual  winter 
remedies. 

Mr.  J.  de  Carle  Smith,  of  Messrs.  Smith  &  Sons,  whole- 
sale druggists,  has  been  re-elected  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Norwich  Dispensary. 

The  Norwich  and  District  Photographic  Society's  annual 
exhibition,  opened  by  the  Mayor  this  week,  is  a  reminder 
to  local  chemists  to  overhaul  their  stocks  of  photographic 
materials  in  readiness  for  brighter  weather. 

Mr.  D.  Davison,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  has  done 
excellent  work  on  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  notably  in 
connection  with  the  Education  Committee,  is  again  stand- 
ing for  the  Cromer  division,  and  appears  likely  to  be 
re-elected  without  opposition. 

Prize  for  Industrial  Hygiene. 

The  Council  of  the  Society  of  Arts  are  prepared  to  award, 
under  the  terms  of  the  Benjamin  Shaw  Trust,  a  gold  medal, 
or  a  prize  of  20/.  The  medal  is  to  be  given  "  for  any  dis- 
covery, invention,  or  newly  devised  method  for  obviating 
or  materially  diminishing  any  risk  to  life,  limb,  or  health, 
incidental  to  any  industrial  occupation,  and  not  previously 
capable  of  being  so  obviated  or  diminished  by  any  known 
and  practically  available  means."  Intending  competitors 
are  required  to  send  in  descriptions  of  their  inventions  not 
later  than  December  31,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  of 
Arts,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C. 

Fire. 

What  might  have  been  a  serious  fire  was  averted  at  12 
Penryn  Street,  Redruth,  on  February  23,  by  the  prompt 
action  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Gee,  chemist  and  druggist,  the  occupier 
of  the  premises.  Mr.  Gee's  two  little  boys  were  playing 
in  a  store-room  over  the  kitchen,  and  it  is  conjectured 
that  one  of  them,  either  accidentally  or  otherwise,  ignited 
a  match,  which  set  fire  to  the  room.  The  children  told 
their  mother,  who  called  Mr.  Gee.  In  the  attempt  to  ex- 
tinguish the  flames  both  parents  were  badly  singed.  The 
fire-brigade  was  quickly  on  the  spot  and  soon  subdued  the 
outbreak,  but  not  before  nearly  the  whole  contents  of  the 
house  were  badly  damaged  by  heat  and  smoke.  The  shop 
was  undamaged,  and  during  the  most  exciting  period  a 
lady  strolled  into  the  shop  and  asked  for  a  packet  of  photo- 
graphic plates  !  The  damage  is  fully  covered  by  insurance. 
Saccharin-smuggling. 

The  action  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  against  Isaac  Spilberg 
and  Lewis  Aarons  for  the  recovery  of  2,400/.,  being  treble 
duty  on  saccharin  smuggled  in  table-tops,  was  completed, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Jelf  and  a  special  jury,  on  February  22. 
The  jury  found  both  guilty,  and  that  the  amount  of 
saccharin  was  200  lb.,  the  value  being  21.  per  lb.  His  Lord- 
ship entered  immediate  judgment  against  both  defendants 
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for  1,200?.,  saying  there  had  been  deliberate  smuggling, 
with  concealment  and  fraud.  In  refusing  a  stay  of  execu- 
tion with  a  view  to  appeal,  his  Lordship  said,  "  I  think  they 
are  robbers  of  the  public  fund." 

Tb.3  Limit  of  Error. 
With  reference  to  the  recent  prosecutions  of  several  Isle 
of  Wight  chemists  for  selling  tincture  of  iodine  of  improper 
strength,  the  public  analyst  (Mr.  Otto  Hehner),  in  his 
quarterly  report  to  the  County  Council,  states  that  not  one 
of  the  six  samples  of  tincture  of  iodine  submitted  to  him 
was  exactly  of  the  strength  indicated  by  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia ;  five  samples  containing  rather  more  iodine  than 
was  necessary,  and  one  only  being  deficient.  The  difference 
amounted  respectively  to  3.5  per  cent.,  5.3  per  cent.,  9.5  per 
cent.,  12.5  per  cent.,  13.8  per  cent.,  and  15.8  per  cent., 
taking  the  pharmacopceial  quantity  as  100.  Perfect 
accuracy  in  dispensing  can  hardly  be  expected,  he  stated, 
nor  is  it  quite  necessary,  but  he  thought  that  whatever 
variation,  either  on  the  plus  or  minus  side,  might  be 
tolerated,  it  should  not  exceed  10  per  cent,  of  the  total 
quantity.  A  reasonably  careful  dispenser  comes  easily  within 
such  a  limit.  In  the  case  of  tincture  of  iodine,  which  con- 
tains spirit,  a  little  loss  of  alcohol  by  evaporation  is  likely 
to  occur  on  keeping,  causing  the  amount  of  iodine  to  be  too 
high.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  no  fraud  was  intended 
by  the  vendors  of  any  of  these  samples,  but  it  is  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  chemists  and  druggists 
that  a  reasonable  standard  of  care  be  insisted  upon 

Poisoning  Fatalities. 
This  week's  reports  of  poisoning-cases  are  exceptionally- 
few.  Seven  deaths  have  been  investigated,  including  that  of 
a  well-dressed  man  who  was  found  dead  in  Epping  Forest, 
and  it  transpired  that  he  had  taken  a  nicotine-preparation. — 
J.  H.  Sparrow,  a  Horncastle  young  man.  ended  his  life  with 
arsenic. — In  the  case  of  E.  Stagg  (62),  retired  city  mer- 
chant; W.  M.  Couch  (60),  a  tailor's  traveller;  and  A. 
Eussell  (62),  a  carver  and  gilder,  death  was  due  to  syncope, 
accelerated  by  laudanum  (in  the  last  case  morphine). — 
Ebenezer  Owen  Jones  (46),  chemist  and  druggist,  Plymouth, 
died  on  February  2,  after  taking  prussic  acid.  At  the 
inquest  Dr.  M.  D.  Kelly  stated  that  Mr.  Jones  had  suffered 
from  liver-disease  and  severe  jaundice.  An  operation  had 
been  performed  to  relieve  the  more  urgent  symptoms,  but  a 
second  operation  was  not  undertaken  owing  to  their  being- 
unable  to  give  to  deceased  a  guarantee  of  his  recovery. 
Deceased  was  much  depressed  in  consequence.— George 
Bower,  a  Leicester  shoefinisher,  poisoned  himself  with  spirit 
of  salt. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Mr.  Alfred  Bird  has  been  appointed  President  of  the 
Birmingham  Children's  Hospital. 

The  annual  Photographic  Exhibition  of  the  local  society 
is  being  held  this  week,  and  an  excellent  show  it  is.  It  has 
been  much  resorted  to  by  pharmacists,  many  of  whom  are 
devotees  to  this  act. 

Erdington  has  inaugurated  the  opening  of  a  freehold 
building  in  Short  Heath  Road,  fully  equipped  as  a  dis- 
pensary, as  the  gift  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Charity  Sport 
Committee,  who  have  also  started  an  endowment  fund  with 
100  guineas. 

Mr.  Richard  Hollick,  chemist  and  druggist,  retires  this 
year  from  the  Warwickshire  County  Council,  but  will  stand 
again,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  opposed.  He  is  found  very 
useful  on  the  committee  which  has  to  deal  with  Health, 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  so  on. 

There  is  a  plethora  of  lady  dispensers  in  this  district, 
some  having  been  out  of  situations  for  a  year  or  more ; 
yet  frequent  advertisements  for  pupils  at  the  several  hos- 
pitals and  institutions  seem  to  imply  that  they  are  not  suffi- 
ciently warned  as  to  the  lack  of  employment  when  they  get 
their  "  certificate." 

Mr.  Collinge,  in  his  second  lecture  on  Wednesday  last, 
dealt  with  the  red  spider  (a  mite)  and  similar  mites,  and 
stated  that  caustic-soda  emulsion,  if  applied  in  February, 
kills  their  eggs.  He  returned  to  the  black-currant  mite, 
and  said  the  University  has  set  aside  since  1905  a  piece  of 
land  for  experiments,  where  it  had  been  found  that  spraying 
or  dusting  the  bushes  with  sulphur  and  quicklime  gave 
eminently  good  iesults. 


Leeds  Notes. 

Influenza  has  almost  died  out  in  Leeds,  and  fear  of 
the  "spotted  fever"  is  now  on  the  inhabitants.  The 
amplest  precautions  are  being  taken  by  the  health  authori- 
ties against  the  dread  disease. 

During  the  recent  gales  the  large  and  conspicuous  sign 
over  Taylor's  Drug-stores  in  Guildford  Street,  Leeds,  was 
blown  down,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  official  police  report, 
"  the  officer  collected  the  enamelled  letters  and  conveyed 
them  to  the  Town  Hall." 

Notts  Notes. 

Influenza  has  been  in  full  swing  in  Nottingham  during 
the  past  few  weeks ;  consequently  chemists,  especially  those 
with  influenza-mixtures,  have  received  a  fair  amount  of 
business. 

In  the  chemists'  windows  the  great  variety  of  specialities 
is  noticeable.  There  are  window-shows  of  cough-elixirs, 
cough-mixtures,  and  tonics  in  abundance,  and  it  is  a  striking 
fact  that  the  large  dummy  representation  carries  great 
w  eight. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  a  good  many  new 
doctors  starting  in  the  suburbs  of  Nottingham,  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  demand  for  new  chemists'  shops,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  at  least  five-sixths  of  the  medical  practitioners 
do  their  own  dispensing. 

Wine-licences  for  chemists  are  being  tabooed  by  the 
local  Licensing  Board.  The  temperance  party  scarcely 
realise  that  it  is  better  to  buy  medicinal  wines  from  the' 
chemist  than  to  have  to  go  to  the  licensed  victualler.  The 
temperance  party  have  opposed  all  applications,  and  have 
succeeded  in  preventing  Mr.  W.  Meakin,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Sherwood,  from  getting  a  licence. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Notts  Chemists'  Athletic  Club 
was  held  in  Calvert's  Cafe,  Long  Row,  on  February  27.  Mr. 
A.  Eberlin  presided,  and  was  supported  by  Messrs.  F.  Ross 
Sergeant,  G.  J.  R.  Parkes  (Hon.  Treasurer),  H.  C.  Prince 
(Hon.  Secretary),  C.  Carr,  W.  Lee,  A.  A.  Ringer,  S.  H. 
Plattin,  R.  H.  Beverley,  T.  Freeman,  Adamson,  E.  A. 
Turton,  Eacott,  Meakin,  Frost  Wood,  Smith,  Henstock, 
G.  Meadows,  Gilburne,  etc. — The  Hon.  Secretary,  in  his 
annual  report,  stated  that  the  membership  of  the  club 
during  the  past  season  was  forty-two,  a  decrease  of  three 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  batting  averages 
were  in  advance  of  any  previous  season,  and  decimal  points 
alone  divided  the  first  four.  A  good  programme  of  matches 
had  been  arranged,  and  the  Council  looked  forward  to  a  very 
enjoyable  season.  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  report,  said  it  was  very  gratifying  to  find  the  club 
in  such  a  flourishing  condition.  Last  year  there  were  many 
enjoyable  games,  and,  after  all,  the  club  existed  for  enjoy- 
ment, although  he  should  like  to  see  more  matches  won. — 
Mr.  Lee  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  carried  unani- 
mously.— The  Treasurer's  report,  presented  by  Mr.  Parkes, 
showed  a  credit  balance  of  221.  7s.  6d.  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected  as  follow  : — President,  Mr.  F. 
Ross  Sergeant;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  Ashby,  Bolton, 
Middleton,  Freeman,  Ellis,  Eberlin,  Wilson,  and  Gill ;  Hon.. 
Secretary,  Mr.  H.  C.  Prince;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  G.  J.  R. 
Parkes;  Captain,  Mr.  F.  C.  Carr;  Vice-Captain,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Adamson ;  Council,  Messrs.  Adamson,  Carr,  Eacott,  Lee, 
and  Ringer. — The  prizes  were  presented  as  follow  :  Batting, 
Mr.  H.  C.  Prince  (bat  presented  by  Mr.  W.  Brinson)  ; 
bowling,  Mr.  W.  Lee  (ball  presented  by  Mr.  G.  J.  R. 
Parkes)  ;  fielding,  Mr.  R.  G.  Eacott  (fountain-pen  presented 
by  Mr.  F.  C.  Carr). 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Local  chemist-opticians,  please  note  that  reports  submitted 
to  the  Rotherham  Education  Committee  at  their  last  meet- 
ing as  to  scholars'  eyesight  in  1906  showed  588  cases  of 
defective  eyesight  out  of  5,586  tests. 

A  nasty  accident  occurred  at  the  warehouse  of  Mr.  Percy 
Carr,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  Ecclesall  Road,  on  Feb- 
ruary 22.  A  dray  was  being  unloaded  at  the  entrance  to 
the  warehouse  in  Davy  Lane  when  an  errand-boy  named 
Fred  Chambers  was  accidentally  crushed  between  the  dray 
and  the  doorway.  He  is  reported  to  be  suffering  from 
broken  ribs,  but  is  progressing  favourably. 

The  Sheffield  Photographic  Society,  following  out  their 
progressive  policy,  have  acquired  a  room  at  199a  South 
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Street,  Moor,  as  a  work-room,  dark-room,  and  enlarging- 
room,  a  half-plate  incandescent-gas  enlarging-lantern  being 
provided.  The  door  is  fastened  by  a  Yale  lock,  and  members 
are  provided  with  keys  on  depositing  a  fee  of  Is.  6d.  The 
programme  of  the  Society  for  the  session  includes  a  practical 
demonstration,  to  be  given  by  Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  on  May  7. 

The  Trade  Section  recently  inaugurated  in  connection  with 
the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  is  boom- 
ing. The  volume  of  business  done  and  the  financial  results 
to  date  have  exceeded  all  expectations,  and  the  stockkeeper, 
Mr.  Percy  Carr,  of  Ecclesall  Road,  and  his  committee  have 
been  leading  the  strenuous  life  during  the  last  week  or  two 
in  getting  the  scheme  into  working  order  and  coping  with 
the  inrush  of  business.  A  significant  feature  of  the  move- 
ment is  that  several  applications  have  been  received  from 
pharmacists,  who  desire  to  become  members  of  the  local 
Society  in  order  that  they  may  join  the  Trade  Section. 

Contracts. 

The  Willesden  Urban  District  Council  have  accepted  the 
following  tenders  for  disinfectants  :  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co. 
(two  items),  Middleton  Bros,  (four  items),  and  Jeyes' 
Sanitary  Compound  Co.  (one  item). 

The  Islington  Borough  Council  have  accepted  the  fol- 
lowing tenders  for  disinfectants,  drain-testers,  etc.  :  Alfred 
Young  &  Co.,  Jas.  Bolton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lawes  Chemical 
Co.,  Alex.  Marks  &  Son,  Stanley  H.  Moore,  and  Adcock, 
Easton  &  Co. 

The  Marylebone  Borough  Council  have  provisionally 
accepted  the  tenders  of  A.  C.  Young  &  Co.  for  carbolic 
acid  at  10^d.  per  gal.,  and  carbolic-acid  powder  at  21.  9s.  6d. 
per  ton  ;  and  of  A.  Boake,  Roberts  &  Co.  to  supply  sulphume 
during  the  year  to  end  March  31,  1908,  in  20-oz.  tins,  at 
6/.  6s.  per  gross,  and  in  70-oz.  tins  at  36s.  per  doz.,  less 
7  J,  per  cent,  discount  on  monthly  accounts. 

The  Hampstead  Borough  Council  have  contracted  for  the 
supply  of  disinfectants  for  one  year  with  Messrs.  Alfred  C. 
Young  &  Co.,  of  Phoenix  Works,  Mill  wall,  E.,  for  carbolic 
acid,  carbolic-acid  powder,  formalin,  and  formalin  tablets ; 
and  with  Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.,  of  Charteris 
Works,  Drayton  Park,  Holloway,  N.,  for  carbolic-acid 
powder  in  perforated  tins,  sulphur  dioxide,  sulphide  of 
iron,  smoke-rockets,  poison-bottles,  and  fumigating- 
material. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Holborn  Borough 
Council  report  that  they  have  received  a  communication 
from  the  borough  analyst  to  the  effect  that  two  samples  of 
disinfectants  supplied  to  the  Council,  which  he  had 
examined,  were  below  the  standard  required  by  the  con- 
tract. The  committee  had  directed  the  Town  Clerk  to  draw 
the  contractor's  attention  to  the  matter.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing an  application  from  Messrs.  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  asking  that  "  Izal  "  fluid  and  powder  be  restored  to  the 
schedule  of  disinfectants  used  by"  the  Council  was  refused. 

The  Asylums  Committee  of  the  London  County  Council 
have  accepted  the  following  tenders  for  supplies  :  Middle- 
ton  Bros.,  disinfectants  for  all  institutions  except  Long 
Grove,  estimated  amount  312?.  14s.  4rf. ;  Thos.  Hodgkin- 
son,  Prestons  &  King,  drugs  for  all  institutions,  at  47^  per 
cent,  off  contractors'  catalogue ;  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  druggists'  sundries  for  all  institutions,  at  32^  per  cent, 
off  contractors'  catalogue ;  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  photographic 
plates,  papers,  etc.,  for  all  institutions,  at  20  to  33^  per 
cent,  off  contractors'  catalogue;  Bovril,  Ltd.,  extract  of 
beef  for  all  institutions  requiring  same,  estimated  amount 
2567.  19s.  lid. 


Iron-Ox  Cases. — In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High 
Court,  before  Mr.  Justice  Warrington,  in  the  cases  of  the 
Iron-Ox  Remedy  Co.,  Ltd.,  against  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sal©  Supply  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd.,  Mr.  Colefax,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  asked 
that  a  day  might  be  fixed  for  the  hearing  of  the  cases;  but 
Mr.  Bousneld,  K.C.,  on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  said  that  in- 
terlocutory proceedings  are  still  pending.  Mr.  Colefax  replied 
that  he  did  not  think  that  need  delay  the  trial.  He  sug- 
gested March  15.  His  Lordship  fixed  March  19  for  the  hear- 
ing of  the  first  action,  and  stated  that  the  second  action  would 
come  on  for  hearing  after  the  first  one  had  been  concluded. 


3risb  IRews. 

Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 
The  "Dublin  Gazette"  of  February  22  announced  that 
the  Lords  Justices  and  Privy  Council  have  approved  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Fawcett  Maxwell,  M.P.S.I.,  Dalkey, 
as  examiner  to  conduct  examinations  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  1875,  and  the  Pharmacy  Act 
(Ireland),  1875,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Henry  O'Connor,  M.P.S.I.,  whose  term  of  office  has 
expired. 

Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  on  February  19,  a  letter  was  read  from  the 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland  asking  that  re- 
presentation on  the  Council  should  be  accorded  their  organi- 
sation. It  was  unanimously  resolved  to  recognise  the 
Society  formally  in  accordance  with  the  by-laws.  The 
Society  will  now  have  to  nominate  a  representative. 

Business  Items. 

Messrs.  Kiloh  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  Cork,  have  received 
authority  from  the  Irish  Development  Association  to  brand 
their  goods  with  the  new  Irish  trade-mark. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Dunning,  L.P.S.I.,  has  opened  a  medical  hall  at 
13  Mitchell  Street,  Clonmel.  Mr.  Dunning  was  for  oyer 
three  years  with  Mr.  J.  Smith,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Rathgar,  Dublin. 

Mr.  S.  Fleming,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  late  of  Lima- 
vady,  co.  Derry,  has  taken  over  the  premises  154  Duncairn 
Gardens,  Belfast,  and  opened  them  as  the  Newington  Phar- 
macy. The  business  of  Fletcher's  Drug-store  was  formerly 
carried  on  in  these  premises. 

Medicine-tenders. 

The  various  Irish  Boards  of  Guardians  are  again  adver- 
tising for  tenders  for  a  year's  supply  of  medicines  and 
medical  appliances  from  April  1,  a  number  of  them  specify- 
ing that  preference  will  be  given  to  Irish-made  drugs  and 
appliances.  The  tenders  are  to  be  sent  in  on  or  before 
March  9,  though  in  some  cases  it  will  be  a  week  later  before 
the  Guardians  will  decide  the  contracts. 

Placing  Large  Orders. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Ennis- 
corthy  Board  of  Guardians  stating  that  the  requisition  for 
medical  and  surgical  appliances  sent  in  by  Dr.  Kelly,  of  the 
Enniscorthy  dispensary  district,  amounting  to  17/.  10s., 
appeared  to  have  been  prepared  without  any  regard  to 
economy,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  sum  of  23L  Is.  10<7. 
was  spent  on  appliances  in  the  year  ending  September  1906, 
the  necessity  for  such  a  large  order  is  not  apparent.  The 
requisition  for  medicines  contained  very  large  orders,  some 
at  least  of  which  are  obviously  in  excess  of  the  requirements 
of  the  district.  The  Guardians  are  asking  Dr.  Kelly  to 
explain. 

More  Difficulties. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Strokes- 
town  Board  of  Guardians  relative  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Guardians  to  pay  Mr.  P.  N.  White,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Sligo,  a  sum  of  4/.  10s.  due  in  respect  of  unreturned 
empties.  The  Local  Government  Board  point  out  that  the 
Guardians  have  no  power  to  make  the  payment,  as  the  debt 
is  over  two  years  old.  Some  Guardians  said  if  proceedings 
were  taken  now  they  would  have  a  good  defence,  and  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  communicate  the  substance  of  the 
Local  Government  Board's  letter  to  Mr.  White. 

Charge  of  False  Pretences. 

At  Belfast,  on  February  23,  before  Mr.  F.  G.  Hodder, 
R.M.,  Francis  Brock,  64  Euston  Street,  Belfast,  was  charged 
with  obtaining,  by  means  of  false  pretences,  in  December 
1905  and  January  1906,  twenty-seven  bottles  of  Mellin's 
food  and  one  dozen  tins  of  Mellin's  food  biscuits. 
Detective-constable  Madill  said  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  accused  had  obtained  a  large  quantity  of  goods  from 
London  firms  by  false  pretences.  Mr.  Cooksey,  for  the 
defence,  elicited  from  witness  that  Mellin's  Food,  Ltd., 
have  also  instituted  civil  proceedings  for  the  money  due  for 
these  goods.    Mr.  W.  E.  Rust,  Stafford  Street,  Peckham, 
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'London,  S.E.,  manager  of  the  oi'der  department  of  Mellin's 
Food,  Ltd.,  said  that  the  goods  were  ordered  on  memoran- 
dum forms  bearing  the  heading  "  F.  Brock  &  Co.,  wholesale 
•  dealers  in  drugs,  patent  medicines,  sundries,  and  all  trade 
articles."  Altogether  201.  worth  of  goods  had  been  sent. 
Accused  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  Spring  Assizes,  bail 
Lbeing  allowed. 


Scotch  INcwe. 

Local  Newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Aberdeen. 

The  chemists  in  the  west  and  north  ends  of  the  city  are 
•going  in  strongly  for  telephone  "  call  offices."  The  penny-in- 
the-slot  instrument  appears  to  be  the  favourite. 

At  a  concert  held  at  Badenscoth  last  week  a  special  feature 
•of  the  entertainment  was  a  number  of  limelight  views  of 
local  interest.  The  slides  were  the  work  of  Mr.  G.  L. 
•Cruickshank,  chemist,  Rothienorman. 

The  analyst  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen  reports  that 
226  samples"  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  during  the  year.  Of  these  twenty- four  were  found  to 
be  adulterated.  Milk,  butter,  lard,  and  unfermented  wines 
were  the  worst  offenders.  No  drugs  were  mentioned  in  his 
'report. 

Dundee. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Ramsey,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cleghorn 
'Street,  Dundee,  is  an  exhibitor  at  the  Scottish  Photographic 
Salon  at  Paisley.  The  subject  is  a  winter  scene  in  Balgay 
'•Park. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  Dundee  at  present  to  dispose  of 
•branch  shops.   This  is  perhaps  as  good  evidence  as  one  could 

obtain  that  the  profit  of  8  per  cent,  on  some  popular  patents 
•Is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  expense  of  running  a  branch  by 
•a  qualified  manager.  Mr.  Lindsay  recently  disposed  of  his 
"branch  in  Dens  Road,  Mr.  Taylor's  shop  in  Strathmartin 

Road  is  to  be  let  (he  is  removing  to  a  larger  shop  in  the  same 
'•neighbourhood),  and  Dr.  Young's  branch  in  Ann  Street  is 
=also  advertised. 

Edinburgh. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Crowden,  of  Messrs.  Davy  Hill  &  Hodgkinsons, 
Ltd.,  has  been  off  duty  through  illness  for  the  past  week  cr 
■two,  and  his  ground  is  meantime  being  taken  up  by  Mr. 
•Dale. 

The  motor-show  which  concluded  on  February  23  was 
interesting  in  that  Mr.  A.  K.  Dempsey,  of  82  Leith  Street, 
'the  enterprising  Secretary,  was  connected  with  the  drug- 
trade  before  entering  his  apparently  more  lucrative  pro- 
fession. 

In  the  Court  of  Session  on  February  23,  Lord  Guthrie 
granted  decree  of  divorce  to  Mrs.  Charles  Fraser  against 
'her  husband,  formerly  a  chemist  in  Dalkeith  Road,  Edin- 
burgh, now  at  Harding,  Natal.  The  parties  were  married 
in  March  1899,  and  soon  thereafter  Mrs.  Fraser  discovered 
that  her  husband  was  addicted  to  drink  and  drugs.  He 
•went  to  South  Africa  in  1902.  but  had  not  engaged  in  the 
■drug-trade  there.  Lord  Guthrie,  in  granting  decree, 
said  it  was  clear  that  the  defender  had  no  intention  of 
returning  to  his  wife  from  the  fact  that  during  three  years 
he  had  only  once  spoken  of  her,  and  had  not  followed  out 
his  own  profession  in  order  to  provide  means  for  her. 
Custody  of  the  two  children  of  the  marriage  was  given  to 
•the  mother. 

Glasgow  and  the  West. 
It  is  thought  by  some  that  an  assistants'  union  should  be 
•formed  in  Glasgow. 

Messrs.  Spite  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Enoch  Square,  are  opening 
shortly  a  branch  drug-department  in  West  Partick. 

Mr.  Hart's  paper  on  "  Window-dressing,"  read  before  the 
'local  association  at  its  last  meeting,  was  full  of  originality. 

For  some  time  past  dog-poisoning  has  been  going  on  in  the 
Kelvinbridge  district,  but  steps  have  now  been  taken  to 
■ascertain  where  the  poison  was  obtained. 

The  Alloa  Co-operative  Society  have  arranged  to  open 
•a  drug-department  in  connection  with  the  business  at 
High    Street,    Alloa.     A    qualified    manager    has  been 
^engaged,  and  the  shop  is  being  fitted  up. 


jfrencb  IRews, 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Professor  Rathael  Blaxchard  has  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  the  publication  recently 
issued  detailing  the  researches  which  have  been  carried  on 
in  the  Wellcome  Research  Laboratories  at  the  College  of 
Khartoum. 

Absinthe. — M.  Bretcn  has  lodged  a  draft  Bill,  forbidding 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  spirits  and  liqueurs  of  which 
absinthe  is  the  principal  ingredient,  at  the  "bureau"  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  measure  has  any  chance  of  being  voted  in  its  present 
drastic  form. 

Death  of  Professor  Moissan's  Aunt. — The  death  is 
announced,  at  Meaux,  of  Mme.  Marc,  aunt  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Moissan,  on  Saturday  last.  The  deceased  lady  was 
seventy-four  years  of  age,  and  succumbed  to  the  shock  to 
her  system  following  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  her  dis- 
tinguished nephew's  death.  M.  Moissan  was  partly  edu- 
cated at  the  town  of  Meaux. 

The  Banquet  given  by  M.  Charles  Buchet,  Director  of 
the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France,  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  February  27,  at  the  Palais  d'Orsay  Hotel, 
Paris.  The  event  was  the  celebration  of  M.  Buchet's 
appointment  as  an  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  and  the 
leading  notabilities  of  the  French  world  of  pharmacy  were 
present,  including  M.  Cesar  Duval,  who  took  the  chair. 

Verdict  for  Dr.  Doyen. — The  verdict  was  given  last 
Saturday  in  the  action  brought  by  Mr.  George  Crocker,  of 
San  Francisco,  for  the  recovery  of  a  fee  of  100,000f. 
(4,000/.).  paid  to  Dr.  Doyen  for  the  treatment  of  Mrs. 
Crocker  for  cancer.  "  It  is  certainly  permissible,"  says  the 
judgment,  "to  find  the  fee  of  100,000f.  excessive;  but  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  contract  is  the  law  of  parties,  it 
cannot  be  modified  by  a  tribunal  without  interfering  with 
a  fundamental  principle  of  French  law ;  a  contract  made 
by  common  consent,  and  which  is  not  opposed  to  existing 
legislation,  being  binding  on  both  the  contracting  parties." 
This  was,  of  course,  the  main  point  of  the  judgment,  but 
the  Court  also  expressed  the  view  that  the  defendant's  good 
faith  was  demonstrated,  his  experience  of  the  good  results 
of  his  serum  being  of  a  nature  to  justify  him  having  the 
hope  of  curing  Mrs.  Crocker. 


FERDINAND  FREDERIC  HENRI  MOISSAN. 

The  celebrated  ex-Professor  of  Toxicology  at  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy,  whose  death  we  briefly  announced  in 
our  last  issue,  was  one  of  the  youngest  of  French  savants. 
To  him,  indeed,  "  short,  bright,  resistless  course  was 
given  "  ;  no  sordid  struggle  dulled  his  youth,  no  senile  decay 
marred  his  ripe  reputation. 

A  Parisian  by  birth  (1852),  he  was  educated  at  Meaux,  a 
quiet  little  provincial  town  thirty  miles  east  of  Paris.  He 
divided  his  first  years  of  special  study  between  the  labora- 
tory of  M.  Deherain,  of  the  Grignon  School  of  Agriculture, 
and  that  of  Fremy.  He  took  his  B.Sc.  in  1874,  his  licentiate 
degree  (Physical  Sciences)  in  1877,  but  continued  his  studies 
till  1879,  when  he  qualified  at  the  Paris  Superior  School  of 
Pharmacy,  and,  once  provided  with  his  "  first-class " 
diploma,  was  attached  to  the  official  staff  in  the  modest 
capacity  of  "  maitre  de  conferences,  et  chef  de  travau."': 
pratiques  de  Chimie."  He  was  then  twenty-seven.  In  the 
following  year  he  graduated  as  D.Sc,  and  in  1882,  after  the 
usual  competitive  examination,  qualified  as  "  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  physico-chemical  sciences."  After  five  years  as 
assistant,  the  Chair  of  Toxicology  became  vacant.  The 
subject  was  not  much  in  his  particular  line,  but  a  titulary 
professorship  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  is  a  permanent 
and  fairly  paid  post,  and,  as  M.  Moissan  said  to  a  C.  <£■  D. 
lepresentative  in  a  friendly  chat  years  ago,  "  Je  l'ai  pris 
en  attendant  mieux." 

By  one  of  those  curious  coincidences,  which  make  or  mar 
most  careers,  the  following  twelve  years  were  the  most 
changeless  in  the  modern  history  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 
M.  Moissan  delivered  his  lectures  on  poisons  with  that  com- 
bination of  thoroughness  and  courtesy  which  was  his  forte. 
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A  clear  delivery,  a  quick  intelligence,  an  affable  though 
dignified  demeanour,  assured  him  the  deference  of  his 
pupils,  little  prone  to  respect  anything  short  of  sheer  merit, 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Henri  Moissan  was  one 

of  the  most  popular  as 
well  as  the  most  cele- 
brated of  the  profes- 
sors at  the  school 
during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. For,  while  he 
was  thus  marking  time 
at  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, he  was  build- 
ing up  an  almost  un- 
rivalled reputation  in 
the  outside  scientific 
world.  When  he  was 
elected  Chairman  of 
the  Paris  Society  of 
Pharmacy  in  1891,  he 
was  already  famous  as 
the  man  who  had  suc- 
ceeded by  dogged  per- 
severance in  isolating 
fluorine.  But  his  great 
life-work  was  then 
hardly  commenced — 
at  least,  it  was  not  yet 
put  before  the  public. 
It  was  about  Christ- 
mastide  in  the  follow- 
ing year  that  his  elec- 
tric furnice  was  presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences. 
With  this  he  performed  marvels  in  the  reduction  and 
volatilisation  of  metals— an  achievement  so  notable  that 
the  world  has  almost  forgotten  that  it  is  to  Moissan's 
furnace  that  we  owe  the  electric  production  of  calcium 
carbide,  and  from  it  a  new  illuminant — acetylene. 

Long  ere  he  was  officially  nominated  Professor  of  In- 
organic Chemistry  at  the  Superior  School  of  Pharmacy  in 
1899,  Henri  Moissan's  fame  had  travelled  through  the  two 
hemispheres  and  he  was  one  of  the  men  his  countrymen 
delighted  to  honour.  Elected  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
in  1888,  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  1891,  he  was  in  1895 
appointed  to  replace  Pasteur  on  the  Seine  Hygienic  Council, 
and  in  1898  became  Member  of  the  Consultative  Committee 
of  Arts  and  Manufactures.  Acting  President  of  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry  in  1900,  he  was 
promoted,  in  the  same  year,  Commander  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour. 

Nor  were  foreign  nations  behindhand.  In  1896  the 
Royal  Society  awarded  him  the  Davy  medal.  His  recent 
lectures  on  the  ebullition  of  metals  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion will  be  remembered  by  our  readers.  The  Chemical 
Society  of  Berlin  conferred  upon  him,  jointly  with  Sir 
William  Ramsay,  in  1903  the  first  Hofmann  medal,  and  the 
recent  award  of  the  Nobel  chemistry  prize  was  the  fit  con- 
clusion to  a  life  "  all  too  short  for  Friendship,  but  long 
enough  for  Fame." 

The  remains  of  the  late  Professor  Moissan  were  trans- 
ported from  the  private  hospital  in  the  rue  Blomet  (where 
he  died)  to  his  residence  in  the  rue  Vauquelin,  which  was 
draped  as  a  mortuary  chapel.  A  register  placed  at  this 
residence  was  speedily  covered  with  names,  including  those 
of  several  Ministers  of  State,  many  of  the  deceased  savant's 
colleagues  and  pupils,  and  numerous  professors  of  the  dif- 
ferent faculties  of  the  University  of  Paris.  The  funeral 
service  was  held  at  midday  on  Saturday,  February  23,  at 
St.  Medard's  Church,  a  little  historical  sixteenth-century 
edifice  in  the  well-known  rue  Mouffetard,  Paris,  and  was 
largely  attended. 

Personal  Recollections. 

By  oub  Paris  Correspondent. 

It  was  in  1891,  when  M.  Moissan  was  Chairman,  that  I 
commenced  to  attend  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Paris 
Society  of  Pharmacy,  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
body  being  thus  published  regularly  in  this  journal  a  few  days 
after  the  sittings,  and  long  before  any  report  of  them  was 
printed  in  French.    I  thus  first  became  personally  acquainted 


with  M.  Moissan,  though,  of  course.  I  already  knew  him  by 
name  as  Professor  of  Toxicology  at  the  Paris  Superior  School 
of  Pharmacy,  where  these  meetings  were  held  ;  but  his  reputa- 
tion as  the  Wizard  of  the  Electric  Furnace  was  then  hardly 
yet  established  ;  he  was  principally  known  as  a  chemist  of 
promise  who  had  solved  the  problem  of  the  isolation  of 
fluorine. 

That  he  was  well  bred  and  courteous  in  demeanour,  re- 
spected and  honoured  by  his  colleagues,  goes  without  saying— 
I  never  knew  a  president  of  the  Society  to  be  otherwise. 
But  what  struck  me  was  his  good  looks.  It  is  no  reflection  on 
his  predecessors  to  say  that  seldom  has  such  a  handsome  man 
sat  at  the  head  of  the  historic  horse-shoe  table  in  the  Salle  des 
Actes;  for  at  that  time  his  "  hair  was  black  as  raven's  wing," 
and  he  was  not  yet  turned  forty. 

That  same  year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences,  but  it  was  only  some  four  years  later  that  I  saw 
him  at  one  of  the  regular  afternoon  meetings  of  that  learned 
body.  It  was  a  very  "full  house,"  some  fifty-three  out  of 
the  total  sixty-six  Academicians  being  present;  but  M. 
Moissan  was  the  youngest  of  them  all.  A  little  greyer  than 
when  he  presided  at  the  Society  of  Pharmacy,  his  erect  and 
courtly  figure  presented  a  striking  contrast  to  his  more  aged 
colleagues,  and  the  clear  voice  in  which  he  read  his  notes  on 
uranium  and  other  matters  was  refreshing  after  the  almost 
inaudible  "communications"  of  M.  Berthelot  and  other  cele- 
brated savants.  M.  Chatin  (sometime  Director  of  the  Paris 
Superior  School  of  Pharmacy),  M.  Duclaux  (of  the  Pasteur 
Institute),  and  many  other  famous  men,  since  "  gone  over  to 
the  majority,"  were  among  his  auditors. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  I  had  occasion  to  call  at  his 
private  residence.  This  was — appropriately  enough — in  the 
rue  Vauquelin,  Paris,  a  turning  out  of  the  rue  Gay-Lussac,  and 
consequently  no  great  distance  from  the  Superior  School  of 
Pharmacy.  I  was  struck  by  the  fact  that  he  had  a  house  of 
his  own,  in  the  English  fashion,  instead  of  the  usual  Parisian 
flat.  This  bespoke  him  as  a  man  of  means ;  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  believe  his  wife  was  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  and  respected 
provincial  pharmacist  or  manufacturer  of  pharmaceuticals. 
Madame  Moissan  I  never  met,  but  have  heard  her  spoken  of 
as  sharing  much  of  her  husband's  charm  of  manner.  His 
only  son  was  then  a  merry  black-haired  boy,  who  (having  just 
finished  a  romp  with  a  black  poodle  of  characteristically 
French  aspect)  had  settled  down  to  arrange  his  collection  of 
foreign  postage-stamps.  A  quiet  home  life,  without  any  show 
of  social  ostentation,  seemed  to  characterise  the  establishment. 
Professor  Moissan  chatted  with  me  freely  of  his  experiences 
with  the  electric  furnace  and  his  production  of  artificial 
diamonds ;  but  especially  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  world.  He 
declared  that  his  linguistic  powers  _  had  been  sadly 
exaggerated^that  he  could  follow  a  "  distinct  speaker  like 
Lord  Kelvin  "  well  enough,  but  that  he  was  nonplussed  by 
rapid  English  conversation.  His  recollections  of  the  English 
Channel  were,  he  hinted,  vivi-d  and  painful ;  yet  a  quiet  smile 
as  he  mentioned  "  he  would  soon  have  to  cross  it  again  to 
receive  the  Davy  medal  of  the  Royal  Society  "  showed  that 
appreciation  of  the  honour  then  recently  conferred  upon  him 
was  more  vivid  still. 

We  talked  of  America,  too,  where  he  had  been  over  to  the 
Princeton  University  celebrations.  The  flattering  reception 
and  many  kindnesses  he  had  received  in  the  United  States 
indisposed  him  to  criticise  unreservedly,  but  excitement  over 
the  election  of  a  president  is  to  a  Frenchman  well-nigh  in- 
comprehensible, nor  does  the  worship  of  the  almighty  dollar 
appeal  to  the  average  French  sava?it.  He  spoke  hopefully, 
however,  of  the  nation's  intelligence  and  the  nation's  future, 
and  had  enjoyed  the  grandiose  scenery,  the  novel  aspects  of 
life,  and  the  pleasant  intercourse  with  many  New  Yorkers 
and  others. 

It  was  in  this  year  that  the  second  International  Congress  of 
Chemistry  was  held  in  Paris.  The  fourth,  in  1900,  also  took 
place  in  the  French  capital,  with  M.  Moissan  as  acting 
Chairman.  He  presided  at  the  opening  meeting  in  the  magni- 
ficent amphitheatre  of  the  Sorbonne  ;  with  tact  and  eloquence 
at  the  closing  banquet  at  the  Hotel  Continental :  his  little  tale 
of  how  "once  upon  a  time"  the  "lovely  fairy  Chemistry" 
stood  by  "  the  cradle  of  an  infant  called  Mankind "  and 
promised  her  godson  marvels  such  as  only  fairy-wands  (and 
chemists'  brains)  can  bring  about,  was  as  happy  a  little  after- 
dinner  oration  as  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  listen  to. 
After  the  banquet  I  had  the  opportunity  of  a  short  conversa- 
tion with  Professor  Moissan,  and  remember  well  his  speaking 
of  the  international  character  of  scientific  achievements, 
knowing  no  frontiers  and  all  working  in  the  interests  of 
human  progress. 

The  last  time  I  met  him  he  had  been  to  receive  the  Hofmann 
medal.  There  is  no  situation  that  requires  more  tact  than 
that  of  a  celebrated  and  patriotic  Frenchman  in  contact  with 
Germans  who  delight  to  honour  him.  He  is  blamed  by  his 
countrymen  if  too  effusive,  by  his  hosts  if  not  sufficiently 
amicable.  That  Henri  Moissan  went  through  the  ordeal 
without  sacrificing  friends  on  either  side  of  the  frontier  speaks 
much  for  his  tact  and  natural  courtesy. 
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Commonwealth. 

Tariff  Commission. — The  minutes  of  evidence  heard 
before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Customs  and  Excise 
Tariffs,  which  was  held  in  1905  and  1906,  are  now  avail- 
able. The  publication  occupies  some  thousands  of  pages, 
and  is  divided  into  sections  covering  the  different  indus- 
tries. The  several  persons  interested  attended  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Commission,  which  were  held  in  various  parts  of 
Australasia,  and  urged  the  claims  of  their  businesses  for 
protection  by  the  imposition  of  duties  on  imported  com- 
peting goods.  Mr.  Usher,  salve-manufacturer,  Birrell 
Street,  Norwood,  South  Australia,  asked  that  an  import- 
duty  of  a  100  per  cent,  should  be  placed  on  Bates' 
salve.  He  stated  that  he  is  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Bates, 
and  that  his  grandfather  sold  the  rights  to  manufacture 
Bates'  salve  to  an  English  firm,  reserving  for  himself  tho 
Australian  rights.  Mr.  Bates  left  England  and  settled  in 
Adelaide.  He  allowed  his  rights  to  lapse  in  the  States 
other  than  South  Australia,  and  the  public  have  come  to 
prefer  the  imported  Bates'  salve.  Mr.  Usher  holds  that 
he  has  a  moral  right  to  exclude  other  makes  of  Bates'  salve 
from  Australia.  At  present  he  sells  20,000  sticks  of  Bates' 
salve  per  annum  in  South  Australia.— Mr.  G.  Swift,  of 
Swift  &  Co.,  Sydney,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mission an  anomaly  in  the  tariff-charges  regarding  ammo- 
nium chloride.  This  is  imported  by  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co. 
in  four  forms— (1)  voltoids,  (2)  dog's  teeth  crystals,  (3) 
crystals  ;  (4)  finely  powdered.  The  first  kind  is  in  tablet 
form  and  used  for  batteries.  It  is  in  no  sense  medicinal, 
but  is  charged  at  the  same  rate  as  compressed  tablets  used 
In  medicine. — Mr.  Dearman,  manufacturing  chemist,  Wool- 
wich, desired  a  duty  of  6d.  a  gallon  on  all  products  resulting 
from  the  distillation  of  coal-tar,  which  duty,  he  said,  would 
be  borne  by  the  English  distiller,  and  not  by  the  public. 
This  desire  included  6(7.  a  gallon  on  liquid  sheep-dips,  which 
Mr.  Dearman  said  are  "  saponaceous  mixtures  of  creosote." 
English  firms  send  their  travellers  all  over  the  country,  and 
although  Mr.  Dearman  makes  a  sheep-dip  "equal  to  any 
made  in  England,"  he  is  not  able  to  make  headway  in  his 
sales.  If  a  duty  of  6(7.  a  gallon  were  imposed  on  the  im- 
ported dip,  he  would  be  able  to  get  in  the  running,  and 
should  sell  his  dip  at  "25  per  cent,  less  than  the  price  of 
the  English  article."  He  stated  that  an  English  firm 
have  spent  20,0007.  in  getting  a  market  in  Australia,  and 
that  their  expenses  are  1,0007.  a  year,  the  value  of  sheep- 
dip  annually  imported  being  20^000/.— Mr.  Adrian  Des- 
peissis,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Perth,  urged 
that  the  duty  on  acetic  acid  be  increased,  so  that  it  could 
not  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  vinegar.  This  witness 
held  that  real  vinegar  is  that  made  from  wine,  but  he  would 
embrace  in  his  definition  vinegars  from  malt  and  cider.  In 
the  course  of  Mr.  Despeissis'  evidence,  acetic  acid  was  spoken 
of  as  a  powde"r  as  well  as  crystallised  and  liquid.— The  evi- 
dence of  the  manager  of  the  Great  Boulder  Perseverance 
Mine  was  short  :  he  simply  said  that  he  desired  potassium 
cyanide  to  be  free  of  duty  as  at  present.— The  manager  of  the 
Victoria  Brewery,  Melbourne,  in  asking  for  a  duty  on  im- 
ported carbonic-acid  gas,  said  his  company  collect  the  car- 
bonic acid  given  off  in  the  fermentation  of  beer,  but  aerated- 
water  manufacturers  do  not  take  into  consideration  the 
superiority  of  this  article  over  the  chemically  prepared  car- 
bonic-acid gas  imported  from  Germany. 

New  South  Wales. 

Australian  Melaleucas  and  their  Essential  Oils  were 
the  subject  of  a  paper  read  recently  by  Messrs.  Richard 
T.  Baker  and  Henry  G.  Smith,  of  the  Technological 
Museum,  Sydney,  to  the  Royal  Society  of  New  South 
Wales.  The  melaleucas  are  the  well-known  tea-trees.  The 
first  species  investigated  was  M.  thymifolia  with  charac- 
teristic purple  flowers,  found  on  the  coast  ranges  and  in  dis- 
tricts from  Queensland  to  the  Blue  Mountains  and  Port 
Jackson.  The  leaves  yielded  2.28  per  cent,  of  an  essential 
oil,  which  has  such  a  marked  resemblance  to  the  better  class 
of  eucalyptus  oils  that  with  present  methods  it  would  be 
difficult  to  detect  its  presence  if  mixed  with  eucalyptus,  or 
even  to  decide  its  identity  if  it  were  substituted  entirely  for 
superior  eucalyptus  oils.    It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  tea  oil 


will  be  used  to  adulterate  eucalyptus  oil,  as  it  would  cost 
as  much,  if  not  more,  to  distil  it. 

Doctors'  Complaints. — The  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  New  South  Wales  at  their  meeting  on 
January  15  welcomed  two  new  members,  Messrs.  Snelson 
and  Dickson,  who  had  been  co-opted  to  positions  vacated 
by  resignation.  The  principal  matter  dealt  with  was  a 
complaint  from  Dr.  Hugh  Walker-Smith  that  Mr.  E.  Hart, 
pharmacist,  neglected  to  dispense  an  urgent  prescription 
ordering  in  one  dose,  with  other  ingredients,  2  dr.  of 
liquid  extract  of  ergot.  On  applying  to  the  pharmacist  for 
his  view  of  the  case,  the  latter  stated  that  the  excessive 
dose  was  not  initialled.  The  initials  at  the  bottom  of  the 
prescription  looked  like  those  of  a  doctor  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  was  communicated  with  by  telephone,  and  the 
prescription  was  sent  round  to  him.  't  he  customer  said  that 
the  doctor's  son  was  then  at  his  house  waiting,  and  he  did 
not  know  if  he  was  a  doctor.  Two  men  afterwards  rushed 
into  the  shop  and  created  such  a  disturbance  that  the  chemist 
refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  prescription.  The 
Council  held  that  in  view  of  the  discussion  that  had  been 
going  on  concerning  the  administration  of  ergot,  hardly  any 
chemist  in  the  State  would  have  dispensed  the  prescription 
unless  he  knew  the  doctor,  or  unless  the  dose  had  been 
initialled  and  the  signature  given  in  full.  Another  com- 
plaint investigated  was  from  a  doctor  who  alleged  that  the 
chemist  had  divulged  the  composition  of  a  patient's  pre- 
scriptions with  the  object  of  bringing  the  patient  into 
odium  and  disgrace. 

New  Zealand. 

The  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  Zealand  met  as  usual  on 
January  8.  Mr.  George  Mee  was  re-elected  President  of 
the  Board  for  the  year.  Only  routine  business  was  done  ; 
but  it  was  resolved  that  those  chemists  whose  annual  pay- 
ment for  1906  remained  unpaid  should  be  struck  off  the 
register  of  practising  pharmacists. 

South  Australia. 

"  Running  a  Proprietary  "  was  the  title  of  a  paper  read 
before  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  by  Mr.  W.  E. 
Woods,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  proprietor  of  Woods's 
Great  Peppermint-cure.  Mr.  Woods  considers  that  the 
running  of  a  proprietary  medicine  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  chemists  or  such  other  persons  whose  qualifications 
would  be  a  safeguard  to  the  public  health.  He  considered 
it  best  to  associate  one's  name  with  the  proprietary  medi- 
cine, and  to  let  the  name  of  the  principal  drug  used  form 
part  of  the  title.  In  coined  words,  Mr.  Woods  instanced 
Ashton  &  Parson's  "  Phosferine "  as  ideal,  but  he  dis- 
approved of  the  use  of  coined  words  which  have  no  phar- 
maceutical inference.  The  price  of  the  article  should  be 
reasonable — say,  Is.  6(7.  per  package — and  the  proprietors 
should  adopt  a  pronounced  and  definite  system  of  adver- 
tising if  success  is  desired.  Mr.  Woods  advocated  constant 
change  in  the  matter  of  the  advertisement,  but  condemned 
the  practice  of  publishing  testimonials.  In  regard  to  the 
financial  side  of  the  question,  the  author  of  the  paper 
considered  that  the  introductory  stage  requires  the  expen- 
diture of  not  less  than  125/.  per  100, COO  inhabitants  for 
three  years,  and  the  maintaining  stage,  beginning  at  the 
fourth  year,  100/.  per  100,000  inhabitants.  If  at  the  end 
of  the  fourth  year  the  result  does  not  yield  a  dividend,  it 
is  unwise  to  go  further.  Mr.  Woods  looked  forward  to 
the  time  when  the  Pharmacy  Boards  of  Australia  would  be 
federated  and  entrusted  by  Parliament  with  discretionary 
power  to  regulate  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines. 

Victoria. 

Food-standards. — The  Victorian  Beard  of  Public  Health 
have  agreed  to  allow  the  addition  of  harmless  colouring- 
matter  to  butter,  single-fruit  jams,  and  whole-milk  cheese 
without  requiring  the  usual  declaration  of  its  presence;  the 
decision  to  be  reviewed  at  the  end  of  twelve  months.  A 
request  was  made  that  the  same  privilege  should  be  allowed 
to  Victorian  makers  of  raspberry-vinegar,  as  the  raspberries 
grown  in  Victoria  are  naturally  of  a  paler  colour  than  those 
grown  in  Tasmania  ;  but  this  privilege  was  not  granted. 

Never  let  a  good  advertising  idea  get  away  from  you  simply 
because  it  doesn't  fit  in  with  present  plans.  Make  a  note  of 
it  and  file  it  away.  If  it  is  good  it  will  keep,  and  sooner  or 
later  an  opportunity  for  using  it  will  occur. — Printers'  Ink. 
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(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
Note.  — "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Ax  Auction  of  Stock  and  Fixtures  in  the  insolvent 
estate  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Mackenzie,  chemist,  of  Claremont,  near 
Cape  Town,  was  held  recently,  and  realised  about  60/.  Some 
local  chemists  got  good  bargains,  the  shop  bottles  and  fittings 
being  disposed  of  to  one  for  51.,  while  the  dispensing-counter 
bottles  and  their  contents  were  knocked  down  to  another 
for  8s. 

The  Chemist  Appreciated. — At  Dixon's  Hotel,  Mafe- 
king,  on  January  28,  a  gathering  of  citizens,  presided  over 
by  the  Mayor  and  attended  by  the  Resident  Commissioner 
of  the  Bechuanaland  Protectorate  (Colonel  F.  W.  Panzera) 
and  other  leading  men  in  Mafeking,  met  to  do  honour  to 
Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  is  coming  home 
after  a  dozen  years  spent  in  South  Africa.  The  Mayor  pre- 
sented Mr.  Jones  with  a  gold  watch,  appropriately  inscribed, 
in  appreciation  of  his  services  as  Hon.  Secretary  to  the 
Bechuanaland  Agricultural  Society. 

The  Registration  of  Petersen,  Ltd.,  successors  to  the 
old-established  firm  of  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  wholesale  drug- 
gists and  manufacturing  chemists,  Cape  Town  and  elsewhere 
in  South  Africa,  took  place  at  Cape  Town  on  January  11, 
and  the  company  will  operate  under  the  law  of  the  Cape 
Colony.  The  capital  of  the  concern  is  150,000/.,  divided 
into  150,000  shares  of  1/.  each,  with  power  to  increase  or 
reduce  capital,  consolidate  or  subdivide  shares.  Of  the  issue 
78,250  shares  are  preference,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent,  per  annum.  Mr.  D.  K.  Petersen,  formerly 
principal  of  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  and  governing  director  of 
the  new  company,  informed  our  Cape  correspondent  that  the 
change  had  taken  place  for  family  reasons,  and  that  no 
shares  were  being  offered  for  public  subscription.  The  other 
directors  are  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Petersen,  M.D.,  M.L.C.,  and 
Mr.  Harry  Evans.  The  business  of  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co. 
was  established  at  Cape  Town  in  1842  by  the  late  Mr.  P.  J. 
Petersen,  father  of  the  two  directors  on  the  board  bearing 
that  name.  Affairs  in  drug-circles  were  very  different  in 
those  days ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  South  Africa  made  little  or 
no  progress  pharmaceutically  till  nearing  the  'eighties,  and 
in  Plein  Street,  where  an  up-to-date  drug-store  and  surgical 
department  now  stands,  Mr.  P.  J.  Petersen  started  as  a 
wholesale  druggist,  or,  as  he  termed  himself,  a  "  drug- 
merchant,"  catering,  it  is  said,  principally  for  the  Dutch 
trade.  Representatives  of  the  firm  covered  the  country  in 
Cape  carts  drawn  by  sturdy  mules,  following  the  white  man 
as  the  country  opened  up,  and  the  products  of  the  firm  were 
traded  off  to  the  north  long  before  the  iron  horse  went 
further  than  Wellington.  In  1886  Mr.  P.  J.  Petersen  died, 
and  Mr.  D.  K.  Petersen  succeeded  to  the  business.  One 
brother  died ;  the  other  two,  August  and  Julius,  studied 
medicine,  the  former  graduating  at  Leipzig  as  M.D.,  the 
latter  at  Edinburgh  in  1888.  In  1893  a  five-storeyed  building 
was  erected  in  Barrach  Street.  It  gave  storage  space  of 
upwards  of  30,000  square  feet ;  but  in  1898  this  proved  too 
small,  so  a  further  store  was  put  up,  giving  a  further  16,000 
square  feet.  Branch  houses  are  established  at  Johannes- 
burg, Transvaal,  and  Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony, 
as  well  as  at  Oudtshoorn  in  the  Cape  Colony.  The  company 
also  owns  a  retail  drug-store  in  Johannesburg,  together 
with  two  pharmacies  in  Cape  Town.  Petersen,  Ltd.,  are 
the  only  drug-concern  in  Cape  Town  owning  their  own 
bonded  stores,  which  have  been  found  necessary  owing  to 
their  position  as  distributing-agents  for  certain  American, 
Australian,  and  European  firms. 


Natal. 

Bad  Times. — Messrs.  Buckle  &  Co.,  who  have  been  ir> 
business  in  the  Colony  for  three  and  a  half  years,  have- 
given  up  trading.  Messrs.  Buckle's  store  was  one  of  the 
handsomest-fitted  shops  in  Durban,  but  the  depression  of:' 
the  past  few  years  has  proved  too  much  for  them. — Mr- 
Robert  Raw,  who  has  been  in  business  in  Marriott  Road, 
Durban,  for  a  year  or  two,  is  advertising  his  fixtures  for 
sale. 

The  Prescription-labelling  Case. — The  judgment  in» 
this  case  (see  C.  <b  D.,  February  23,  p.  286)  was  rather  a> 
surprise  to  Natal  chemists.  On  the  day  that  it  was- 
given  a  special  meeting  of  Durban  chemists  was  held, 
to  come  to  an  understanding  as  to  how  they  would 
label  poisons  when  dispensed.  After  discussion,  it  was' 
resolved  that  they  continue  their  present  practice  as  affect- 
ing internal  remedies  when  dispensed,  but  that  medicines1 
for  external  use  containing  scheduled  poisons  be  labelled1 
"Poison."  The  resolution  was  sent  to  a  meeting  of  the 
Durban  Medical  Society,  which  was  being  held  on  the  same 
evening. 

Minimum  Retail  Prices. — The  committee  of  the  Natal" 
Pharmaceutical  Society  have  again  revised  the  retail  price- 
list,  and  have  made  a  few  necessary  alterations  and  addi- 
tions as  follows  :  Antipon,  4.s.  6(7.  and  6s.  6(7.  ;  Coutt's  acidv 
2s.  3(7.;  Enule  hemisine,  5s.  6d.;  Enule  bism.  subgall.,. 
4s.  6d. ;  hazeline,  2s.  6(7.  and  7s.  6d.  ;  Johnson's  baby- 
powder,  Is.  3d.  ;  Lockyer's  hair-restorer,  2.?.  6d.  ;  Mont- 
serrat  cordial,  2s.  6d.  ;  Mason's  extract  herbs,  Is.  3(7.  and" 
2s.  3(7.  ;  Mellin's  food,  Is.  9(7.  and  2s.  9(7.  ;  Pomeroy's  skin- 
food,  5s.  6(7.  ;  Florida  water,  3s.  3(7.  ,•  Scrubb's  ammonia,. 
Is.  6(7.  ;  sanatogen,  4s.  6c7.  and  8s.  6(7.  ;  synol  soap,  2s.  ; 
Roger's  hair-lotion,  Is.  3(7.  and  2s.  There  has  likewise  been 
issued  a  special  list  of  prices  for  "  tablets  of  the  '  tabloid  y 
brand."  The  following  are  a  few  examples  :  Aloin  co.^. 
Is.  6(7.  and  2s.  6(7.  each  (for  bottles  of  50  and  100  respec- 
tively) ;  antipyrine,  Is.  6(7.  and  4s.  6(7.  (25  and  100)  ;  bis- 
muth, carb.  gr.  v.,  2s.  6(7'.  and  4s.  6(7.  (25  and  100)  ;  Easton'sr. 
syrup,  \  dr.,  Is.  6(7.  and  3s.  6(7.  (25  and  100)  ;  hypophos.  co.,. 
gr.  iij.,  2s.  and  4s.  6(7.  (25  and  100)  ;  phenacetin.  co.,  Is.  6(7. 
and  4s.  6(7.  (25  and  100);  "  Soloid "  boric  acid,  gr.  vj. 
(unscented),  2s.  (bottles  of  50)  ;  carbolic  acid,  gr.  v.,  Is.  6(7. 
(tubes  of  25)  :  mercuric  potassium  iodide,  gr.  1.75,  2s.  ano? 
4s.  (tubes  of  25  and  bottles  of  100). 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. — On  January  31  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  Durban  to  discuss- 
and  draft  a  new  amending  Pharmacy  Act.  The  following, 
gentlemen  were  present  :  Mr.  G.  A.  Champion  (President. 
Natal  Board  of  Pharmacy),  Mr.  C.  E.  Forth  (member- 
Natal  Pharmacy  Board),  Messrs.  J.  H.  Read,  Fleming; 
Johnston,  F.  Firth,  Irving,  Roadknight,  Brown,  Hamlin, 
Edwards,  Miller  (President),  and  Anderson  (Secretary). 
Messrs.  Dukes  (Vryheid)  and  Marchant  (Verulam)  wrote- 
regretting  absence.  Mr.  J.  H.  Millar  introduced  the  dis- 
cussion, and,  in  view  of  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  in 
February,  it  was  agreed  to  appoint  a  small  committee,  with- 
power  to  get  the  suggestions  drafted  into  legal  form  for 
presentation  to  the  Board  as  an  amending  Act.  The  prin- 
cipal suggestions  made  were  with  regard  to  Section  38.. 
First  to  add  to  Sub-section  A  (see  C.  <£•  D.,  January  12„ 
p.  t*)  : 

Provided  that  when  any  such  poison  forms  part  of  the- 
ingredients  of  any  medicine  dispensed  by  such  medical  prac- 
titioner or  chemist  and  druggist,  the  name  of  the  article- 
and  the  word  "  poson  "  need  not  appear  on  the  label  of  the- 
box,  bottle,  vessel,  wrapper,  or  cover  containing  such 
medicine. 

Or  replace  Sub-section  C  with  the  same  section  of  tha 

Transvaal  Ordinance,  which  reads  : 

Every  medical  practitioner,  dentist,  chemist  and  druggist, 
veterinary  surgeon,  and  the  indentured  apprentice  or  bona-- 
fide  assistant  of  such  persons,  may  in  the  course  of  his- 
lawful  business  or  profession  sell  poison  under  the  following- 
conditions  and  no  other : 

If  the  sale  be  on  a  prescription  of  a  medical  practi- 
tioner to  the  person  producing  it,  and  if  an  entry  be  made 
in  a  book  called  the  "prescription-book"  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  setting  forth  in  separate  columns  the  date  of 
sale,  the  name  and  address  of  the  purchaser,  and  the  in- 
gredients and  quantities  of  the  prescription. 

Several  amendments  to  Schedule  B  are  to  be  included  in  tha- 

Bill. 
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Colonial  ano  foreign  mews. 


The  Farbenfabriken  (F.  Bayer  &  Co.)  have  paid  into  the 
maintenance  fund  of  the  German  Pharmaceutical  Union 
■the  sum  of  200m.,  being  the  fine  paid  by  two  pharmacists 
-who  infringed  the  trade-mark  "Aspirin." 

Admitted  into  Russia. — The  following  remedies  have 
•been  admitted  into  Russia,  to  be  sold  in  pharmacies  and 
pharmaceutical  stores  :  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  granular  effer- 
vescent sodium  phosphate,  granular  effervescent  (Kis- 
singen),  granular  effervescent  (Vichy),  effervescent  tablets 
(Kissingen),  effervescent  tablets  (Vichy),  effervescent  laxa- 
tive lithia,  and  effervescent  tablets  lithium  citrate,  also 
:sugar-coated  pills  and  white  ferrous  carbonate ;  sterilising 
tablets  by  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd. ;  "  Laxarono  " 
'by  Mr.  Terrial,  pharmacist;  and  "  Amrita  "  by  Horatio 
■Carter.  To  be  sold  by  doctor's  prescription  :  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Savaresse's  capsules;  and  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  compressed  tablets  guaiacol  carbonate,  and 
•fluid  extract  of  hydrastis. 

The  Sale  of  "  Migranin." — Last  year,  says  the  "  Phar- 
imaceutische  Zeitung,"  the  sale  of  "  Migranin  "  was  suddenly 
forbidden  in  all  the  States  of  the  Bund.  No  one  knew  why, 
for  no  authentic  case  of  poisoning  by  "Migranin"  was 
known.  Efforts  on  the  part  of  pharmacists  to  have  the 
order  cancelled  were  weakened  by  a  proposition  to  repeat 
the  request  of  the  Saxony  Chamber  of  Pharmacists  in  1903 
to  establish  a  State  Investigation  Department  to  which 
all  chemicals  to  be  used  medicinally  should  be  submitted 
■before  being  put  on  the  market.  The  Chamber  of  the 
Rhine  Province,  however,  favoured  the  veto  on  all  new 
"remedies."  Both  views  were  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment. But  as  "Migranin"  was  a  favourite  the  public 
asked  for  it  in  spite  of  the  prohibition,  and  many  substi- 
tutes were  offered.  In  December  last  it  was  reported  from 
Chemnitz  that  two  women  had  died  from  "Migranin" 
,poisoning,  and  that  others  were  seriously  ill.  The  Hochster 
Farbwerke,  who  put  the  original  "  Migranin  "  on  the  market, 
were  able  to  announce  that  they  had  official  authority  for 
saying  that  the  fatalities  were  not  due  to  the  original 
"Migranin"  as  produced  by  them,  but  to  a  substitute 
■described  by  the  same  name. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Trinidad. — A  meeting  of 
this  Society  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Institute,  Port  of 
Spain,  on  January  25,  the  President  (Mr.  John  G.  Ferrier, 
F.C.S.)  in  the  chair.    Among  others  present  were  Messrs. 
Lewis  0.  Inniss,  Arthur  J.  Tait,  Melville  Murray,  Hugh 
Inniss,  J.  E.  Samuels,  and  G.  C.  Dieffenthaller  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary).   The  President  moved  that  a  vote  of  condolence  be 
sent  to  the  widow  and  relatives  of  Mr.  Lewis  J.  Alcazar. 
In  seconding  the  motion  Mr.  L.  O.  Inniss  referred  to  his 
friendly  relationship  with  Mr.  Alcazar  since  they  were  dry- 
goods  clerks  together  in  the  old-established  firm  of  Wilson, 
Son  &  Co.    They  left  and  entered  the  drug-trade  about  the 
same  time.    As  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Mr.  Alcazar's  connection  dated  as  far  back  as  its  foundation 
in  1884,  when  he  held  the  office  of  Treasurer,  and  from  then 
till  the  last  he  always,  although  incapacitated,  took  a  lively 
interest  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Society.   The  Hon. 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a  letter  of  sympathy  on 
behalf  of  the  Society.    The  report  of  the  committee  re- 
garding the  letter  from  the  Medical  Board  with  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  was  read  by  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  and  a  lively  discussion  took  place,  but  the 
■committee's  report  was  unanimously  adopted.    The  Presi- 
dent then  directed  the  attention  of  members  to  a  paragraph 
in  the  local  papers  regarding  the  revision  of  the  Customs 
tariff.    A  discussion  took  place  upon  the  several  prepara- 
tions of  opium  containing  but  a  very  small  percentage  of 
opium,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Society,  should  not  be 
taxed  with  the  same  specific  duties  as  crude  opium,  and  also 
upon  the  unnecessary  medicinal  spirit- duty  levied  upon 
liquid  patent  and  other  medicines  by  the  Customs  authori- 
ties.   The  Hon.  Secretary  was  directed  to  write  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Revision  of  the  Customs  Tariff  Committee, 
and  to  ask  for  an  interview  with  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Society  upon  these  matters. 


Xeoal  IReports, 


High  Court  Cases. 

Assistants'  Agreements. 
The  action  of  the  Home  and  Colonial  Stores,  Ltd.,  v. 
Hawkins  (0.  <£•  D.,  February  16,  p.  151)  again  came  before 
Mr.  Justice  Parker,  on  February  23,  by  way  of  motion  for 
judgment  in  default  of  defence.  The  defendant  had  been 
manager  of  the  plaintiffs'  Hastings  branch  and,  having 
been  dismissed  at  a  week's  notice,  he  obtained  employment 
with  another  grocer  in  the  same  town,  contrary  to  his 
agreement  with  the  plaintiffs.  His  Lordship  then  expressed 
the  opinion  that  "these  contracts  in  restraint  of  trade  are 
•prima  facie  void,"  and  on  the  defendant  making  himself 
known  his  Lordship  adjourned  the  hearing  to  enable  the 
defendant  to  put  in  a  defence.  Counsel  now  stated  that 
nothing  had  since  been  heard  and  no  defence  had  been  put 
in.  His  Lordship  observed  that  the  defendant  had  probably 
been  advised  that  he  had  no  defence,  and  granted  an  injunc- 
tion following  the  covenant. 

Mist.  Bism.  Co.  Appeal. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  February  27,  the 
hearing  was  commenced  of  an  appeal  from  the  Sheriff 
Court  at  Peterhead  in  an  action  by  Alex.  Gall,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Fraserburgh,  against  Robert  Alexander 
Slessor,  medical  practitioner,  Fraserburgh.  Pursuer 
claims  250/.  as  damages  for  slander  alleged  to  have  been 
contained  in  a  letter  which  Dr.  Slessor  wrote  to  him  dated 
August  8,  1905,  in  which  the  doctor  accused  the  chemist  of 
taking  "a  very  serious  and  unwarrantable  liberty"  with 
one  of  his  prescriptions,  demanding  an  apology,  and  to 
"refund  the  money  got  by  false  pretences."  The  pre- 
scription, it  may  be  remembered,  ordered  "Mist.  Bism. 
Co."  Dr.  Slessor  said  a  special  alkaline  preparation  made 
by  his  own  chemist  was  required,  and  that  Mr.  Gall  gave  an 
acid  one,  he  considering  that  to  be  appropriate,  as  pepsin 
was  an  ingredient.  Dr.  Slessor  also  said  he  would  put  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  police.  The  hearings  before  the 
Sheriff  were  reported  in  the  V.  <b  D.,  Nov.  11,  1905,  p.  764  ; 
December  9,  p.  899;  February  17,  1906,  p.  268;  and 
March  10,  1906,  p.  397.  The  Sheriff's  judgment  was 
reported"  in  our  issue  of  March  31,  1906,  p.  491. 

Sheriff  Substitute  Duncan  Robertson  found  that  the 
letter  was  privileged  and  assoilzied  the  defender  with 
expenses. 

The  pursuer  appealed  and  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  Lord 
Low,  and  Lord  Ardwall  now  heard  counsel.  Mr.  Clyde, 
K.C.,  and  Mr.  Grainger  Stewart  (instructed  by  Boyd, 
Jameson  &  Young,  S.S.C.)  appearing  for  Mr.  Gall ;  and  Mr. 
George  Watt,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Brown  (instructed  by 
Macpherson  &  Mackay,  S.S.C.)  for  Dr.  Slessor. 

Mr.  Grainger  Stewart  opened  the  case  for  the  pursuer 
and  stated  the  nature  of  the  case.  In  answer  to  Lord 
Ardwall,  Mr.  Stewart  stated  that  the  doctor  wanted  an 
alkaline  mixture,  whereas  the  chemist  used  an  acid  mixture. 
All  that  the  doctor  wrote  in  his  prescription  was  "  Mist. 
Bismuthi  Co.,"  so  that  the  compound  might  be  either 
alkaline  or  acid.  The  other  ingredients  had  nothing  to  do 
with  whether  it  was  alkaline  or  acid ;  that  was  in  the 
bismuth  itself. 

Lord  Low  :  The  defender's  case  is  that  the  first 
ingredient  is  described  in  a  way  not  intelligible  to  any 
chemist  not  in  his  secret. 

Mr.  Stewart  :  Yes. 

Lord  Low  :  And  you  say,  upon  the  contrary,  that  the  pre- 
scription was  properly  interpreted  as  you  interpreted  it  ? 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  :  If  that  were  a  formula  used  to 
express  a  particular  prescription  anybody  making  it  up 
otherwise  would  be  making  a  mistake. 

Mr.  G.  Stewart  :  The  chemist  would  not  be  making  the 
mistake,  the  fault  would  be  on  the  part  of  the  doctor  in  not 
specifying  the  name. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  asked  if  Mist.  Bismuthi  Co. 
was  not  a  short  form  like  a  telephone  name. 

Mr.  Stewart  said,  No;  it  was  a  well-known  mixture.  In 
answer  to  Lord  Ardwall,  Mr.  Stewart  said  it  is  not  in  the 
B.P.,  but  on  page  92  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference Formulary,  1901,  there  was  compound  bismuth 
mixture. 
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Lord  Ardwall  said  that  was  a  recognised  formula. 

Mr.  Stewart  replied  that  if  a  doctor  took  that  particular 
expression  and  said  that  was  to  mean  something  private 
between  him  and  his  own  chemist,  he  took  a  very  wrong 
symbol,  because  it  was  well  known  throughout  the  whole 
dispensing-profession. 

Lord  Ardwall  said  he  ought  to  write  it  so  that  it  would 
be  understood  by  any  man  w#h  a  proper  chemist's  training. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  that  undoubtedly  would  be  the  view 
taken  by  the  medical  authorities  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  If  he  wished  to  take  a  private  symbol  he  must 
take  one  with  a  certain  meaning,  and  nothing  else.  His 
first  proposition  was  that  it  was  fairly  proved  that,  seeing  the 
second  item  in  the  prescription  was  pepsin,  the  chemist 
was  correct  in  supposing  the  prescriber  intended  that  an 
acid  mixture  should  be  put  in,  because  if  an  alkaline  mixture 
was  put  in,  the  effect  soon  passed  away.  An  acid  was  required 
to  make  it  work  properly.  His  second  proposition  was  that 
the  writing  of  the  letter  was  not  a  privileged  occasion,  and 
that  if  it  was,  the  language  used  was  so  intemperate  and 
so  much  in  excess  of  what  was  proper,  and  was  so  improper, 
that  the  privilege  was  lost.  Thirdly,  on  the  facts  proved 
he  would  contend  that  the  pursuer  dispensed  the  prescrip- 
tion perfectly  right,  both  on  the  evidence  led  by  the  pursuer 
and  the  defender. 

A  conversation  here  took  place  between  the  judges  and 
counsel,  in  the  course  of  which  such  remarks  as  the  follow- 
ing were  made  : 

Lord  Ardwall :  Fraserburgh  seems  to  be  a  kind  of  rotten 

borough  as  regards  doctors  and  chemists. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk :  A  doctor  is  bound  to  give  a 

prescription  that  can  be  made  up  by  any  chemist  the 

patient  may  go  to. 
Mr.  Stewart  then  read  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  points 
he  had  raised,  and  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  having  some 
difficulty  in  what  was  said  about  acid  and  alkaline  mixtures, 
Lord  Ardwall  explained  that  the  suggestion  was  that  pepsin 
goes  with  an  acid,  but  not  with  an  alkali,  whereupon  the 
Lord  Justice  Clerk  said  the  best  way  to  get  out  of  the 
difficulty  would  be  to  ask  the  doctor  what  he  wanted ;  and 
Lord  Ardwall  remarked  the  chemist  might  not  want  to 
show  his  ignorance  to  the  doctor.  He  also  asked  counsel 
how  he  summed  up  the  evidence  as  bearing  upon  the  letter. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  Dr.  Slessor  justified  the  writing  of  the 
letter  by  saying  that  Mr.  Gall  was  at  fault  in  the  way  he 
made  up  the  prescription.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  evidence  showed  that  Mr.  Gall  had  made  up  the 
prescription  perfectly  rightly.  He  did  nothing  wrong  in 
the  way  he  dealt  with  it.  If  there  was  any  mistake  it  was 
due  to  the  fault  of  the  doctor  in  using  an  indefinite  symbol 
and  taking  it  as  a  private  symbol.  In  these  circumstances 
the  defender  had  no  right  to  send  the  letter  he  did.  On 
the  question  of  privilege,  he  contended  that  the  occasion 
was  not  privileged,  and  that,  even  assuming  it  was  a  case 
of  privilege,  he  had  lost  his  privilege  looking  to  the  terms 
of  the  letter  and  the  whole  facts  of  the  case.  The  prescrip- 
tion made  out  by  the  doctor  was  not  addressed  to  any 
particular  person ;  he  left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  patient. 
There  was  no  contract  between  the  person  who  made  that 
prescription  and  the  chemist.  The  contract  was  between 
the  chemist  and  the  patient  who  paid  for  it. 

Lord  Ardwall  :  There  is  no  legal  relation  between  the 
doctor  and  the  chemist.  It  is  between  the  patient  and  the 
chemist  to  whom  the  patient  takes  the  prescription. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  that  if  the  doctor  had  addressed  the  pre- 
scription to  a  certain  chemist  and  said,  "Go  to  a  chemist 
and  get  it  made  up,"  privilege  might  have  arisen. 

Lord  Ardwall  :  Suppose  the  chemist  made  a  gross  blunder, 
the  doctor  might  have  a  case  ? 

Mr.  Stewart  :  That  might  be  an  exceptional  case. 

Lord  Low  :  Has  he  no  right  or  duty  with  regard  to  the 
matter  ?  It  does  not  need  any  contract  or  express  legal 
relation. 

Mr.  Stewart  :  Is  there  any  right  or  duty  stated  here  ? 

Lord  Low  :  Suppose  you  have  a  doctor  prescribing  for  a 
patient  two  or  three  different  things  and  a  duly  qualified 
chemist  carrying  on  business  ;  there  might  come  to  be  a  right 
or  duty  there. 

Mr.  Stewart  argued  that  in  this  case  they  had  the  ad- 
mitted fact  that  this  medicine  was  given,  not  to  the  doctor, 
but  to  the  patient.    The  second  point  was  as  to  the  nature 


of  the  letter.  It  was  not  a  letter  asking  information  about 
what  was  in  this  prescription.  If  it  had  been  so,  there  might 
have  been  excuse  for  the  character  of  the  letter.  But  the 
information  had  all  been  got  in  the  two  telephonic  communi- 
cations earlier  in  the  day.  Looking  to  the  fact  that  no 
question  had  arisen  with  the  patient,  and  that  this  letter 
was  not  asking  for  information,  it  could  not  be  said  it  was 
written  on  a  privileged  occasion.  All  that  could  be  charged 
against  the  chemist  was  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  giving 
an  acid  instead  of  an  alkaline  mixture,  but  that  would  not 
justify  the  statement  about  refunding  the  money  got  by 
false  pretences. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  :  The  use  of  the  words  "  false 
pretences  "  necessarily  implies  fraudulent  deceit. 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  that  it  was  quite  out  of  keeping 
with  the  occasion,  and  therefore  must  be  regarded  as  sub- 
ject to  damages. 

Lord  Ardwall  :  Whether  the  occasion  was  privileged  or 
no  ? 

Mr.  Stewart  :  Taking  the  facts  altogether  with  the  terms 
of  the  letter.  It  is  not  a  case  of  rixa.  He  waited  several 
hours,  and  then  sat  down  coolly  and  wrote  this  letter. 

Lord  Low  :  He  does  not  say  he  is  incompetent  for  business, 
but  he  tells  him  he  is  swindling,  and  that  if  he  dees  not 
pay  back  the  money  he  will  put  him  into  the  hands  of  the 
police. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  :  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  rather 
points  to  fraud  also. 

Mr.  Stewart :  Adulteration. 
Lord  Low  :  It  is  a  wild  letter. 

Mr.  Stewart  :  Putting  the  case  in  the  hands  of  the  police 
refers  to  the  false  pretences. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  :  Adulteration  is  the  false  pre- 
tences. 

Mr.  Stewart  then  referred  their  Lordships  to  a  number  of 
cases  bearing  out  the  question  of  privilege,  and  how  far  ai 
privileged  occasion  would  carry  a  defender  in  relation  to 
the  terms  of  the  letter,  and  he  concluded  by  moving  their 
Lordships  to  find  that  the  Sheriff  Substitute's  judgment  was 
wrong,  and  that  the  pursuer  here  was  entitled  to  substantial 
damages. 

The  Court  then  rose  for  the  day. 

The  hearing  was  resumed  on  Thursday,  when  Mr.  A.  R. 
Brown,  for  the  defender,  argued  the  privilege  question,  and 
said  that  it  was  the  business  of  the  chemist,  if  the  doctor's 
prescription  was  ambiguous,  to  find  out  what  it  meant. — The 
Lord  Justice  Clerk  :  Don't  you  think  in  that  case  an  apology 
is  due  from  the  doctor  to  the  chemist?  Mr.  Brown,  con- 
tinuing, said  that  he  did  not  suggest  that  Dr.  Slessor  could 
have  been  justified  in  putting  the  matter  into  the  hands  of 
the  police;  whereupon  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  remarked, 
Then  he  was  not  justified  in  threatening  him.  The  Court 
intimated  that  they  would  consider  about  hearing  a  senior 
counsel. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Two  Penalties  Recovered. 
At  Bow  County  Court  on  February  22,  before  Judge 
Smyly,  K.C.,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  brought  an  action 
to  recover  VQl.  from  D.  Blaquire,  128  Odessa  Road,  Forest 
Gate,  E.,  in  respect  of  two  penalties  for  infringement  of 
Section  15  of  the  Act,  incurred  by  using  the  title 
"chemist,"  he  not  being  registered  under  the  Act,  and 
the  other  for  selling  morphine  contained  in  Mrs.  Winslow's 
soothing-syrup. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Quarrell  appeared  for  the  Society,  and  called 
George  Walduck,  an  inspector  in  the  employ  of  the  Society, 
who  said  that  on  December  23,  1906,  he  visited  the  defen- 
dant's shop  at  Odessa  Road,  and  purchased  a  bottle  of 
Mrs.  Winslow's  soothing-syrup,  and  another  preparation 
contained  in  a  bottle  bearing  a  label  on  which  was  printed, 
"  James  Jones,  dispensing  chemist,  128  Odessa  Road,  Forest 
Gate." 

Defendant  :  I  had  no  idea  of  having  sold  that  bottle  of 
Mrs.  Winslow's  soothing-syrup. 

His  Honour  :  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  did  not  know  what 
it  contained  ? 

Defendant  :  Well,  I  did  know  what  it  contained  to  a 
certain  extent. 

His  Honour  :  Well,  I  should  think  it  was  rather  a 
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dangerous  thing  to  give  to  children.  Morphia  and  things 
of  that  kind  affect  children  more  than  grown-up  people. 

Defendant  :  Well,  I  do  not  think  a  case  of  poisoning  has 
ever  been  known  from  it. 

His  Honour  :  No,  it  would  be  very  gradual.  Morphia 
is  only  a  narcotic,  but  if  you  take  it  long  enough  it  would 
have  a  terrible  effect  on  your  nerves.  That  is  the  danger  of 
all  these  things,  and  chemists  ought  to  know. 

Defendant  :  Well,  I  do  not  remember  selling  it. 

His  Honour  :  Well,  I  suppose  you  sell  these  kind  of 
things  ? 

Defendant  :  I  do  not  sell  poisons. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tickle,  F.I.C.,  analyst  to  the  Society,  said 
he  had  analysed  the  contents  of  the  bottle  containing  the 
soothing-syrup,  and  found  that  it  contained,  among  other 
ingredients,  g  grain  of  morphia,  which  is  a  scheduled  poison. 

His  Honour  :  What  is  the  difference  between  morphine 
and  morphia  ? — There  is  no  difference  except  that  one  is  a 
newer  name  than  the  other. 

Mr.  Quarrell  :  What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  on  the 
human  system  ? — One-eighth  of  a  grain  is  a  poisonous  dose. 
Witness  then  handed  his  Honour  a  phial  containing  the 
morphia  he  had  extracted  from  the  syrup. 

His  Honour  :  What  is  the  effect  of  morphia  on  children  ? — 
It  is  a  narcotic. 

It  is  proportionately  stronger  with  children  than  with 
grown-ups  ? — Yes. 

Defendant  :  You  say  there  is  g  grain  to  the  contents  of 
the  bottle  ?— Yes. 

What  are  the  contents  of  the  bottle  ? — One  and  a  half 
ounce.  Mr.  Tickle  said  the  label  recommended  parents  to 
give  from  five  to  ten  drops  to  infants  and  larger  doses  to 
older  children. 

Defendant  :  Well,  a  quantity  of  from  five  to  ten  drops  is 
very  little. 

His  Honour  :  Yes ;  but  it  is  a  poison. 

Mr.  Quarrell  pointed  out  that  morphia  was  contained  in 
the  schedule  of  poisons,  and  it  had  been  held  that  the  sale 
of  a  preparation  containing  poison  is  tantamount  to  the 
sale  of  poison.  He  also  put  in  the  Register  of  Chemists,  in 
order  to  show  that  defendant  was  not  qualified. 

Defendant  said  he  could  hot  say  how  the  label,  "Dis- 
pensing chemist,"  got  on  the  bottle.  In  the  shop  there  was 
no  notice  as  to  his  being  a  dispensing  chemist. 

His  Honour  :  Who  is  James  Jones  ? — Well,  I  do  not 
trade  under  my  own  name. 
And  James  Jones  is  the  name  you  trade  under  ? — Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quarrell  :  You  have  paid  penalties  to  the  Society 
before  ? — Yes. 

Further  questioned,  defendant  denied  that  he  had  an 
interest  in  another  shop  at  6  Markhouse  Parade,  Leyton. 
Judgment  was  given  for  the  amount  claimed,  with  costs. 


Pharmacy  Acts  (Ireland). 

Kay's  Compound  Essence. 
In  the  Dublin  King's  Bench  Division  No.  1  (Crown  side) 
on  February  27,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  (Lord 
Utfrien),  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  Mr.  Justice  Boyd  and  Mr 
Justice  Wright,  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  v.  J.  Atkins  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Dingle,  co.  Kerry  was 
in  the  list  for  hearing.  It  came  up  on  a  case  stated  by  the 
Magistrates  at  Dingle  Petty  Sessions,  in  which  the  Bench 
convicted  two  men  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Atkins  & 
Co.— named  Dillon  and  Brookes,  the  former  assistant  and 
the  latter  manager  of  the  firm-for  selling  Kay's  compound 
essence  of  linseed,  containing  poison,  they  not  being  quali- 
fied by  law  so  to  do.  The  fine  was  51.,  with  11.  costs  in 
each  case  The  company  were  prosecuted  for  keeping  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of  the  compound  containing  poison,  and 
also  tor  not  having  a  properly  qualified  assistant  on  the 
premises  for  the  sale  of  same,  and  in  their  case  a  fine  of  Is 
TfcT  l  i  C°,  i  Wa?  imP,osed  in  respect  of  each  summons! 
The  defendants  asked  the  Magistrates  to  state  a  case  for 
he  King  s  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court,  which  request 
the  Bench  acceded  to,  and  it  now  came  before  the  four 
Judges  mentioned  to  determine  whether  the  Magistrates 
were  right  in  point  of  law.  The  case  stated  by  the  Bench 
set  out  the  facts  as  deposed  in  evidence  before  them  at 


Dingle  in  October  last  (and  which  were  reported  in  the 
C.  <k  D.  at  the  time),  and  the  contention  of  the  defendants 
was  that  the  Register  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists was  not  proper  evidence  to  show  that  the  defendants 
were  not  at  liberty  to  sell  a  compound  containing  poison ; 
and  they  further  contended  that,  although  the  Letters  Patent 
of  Kay's  compound  essence  of  linseed  had  lapsed  a  long  time 
ago  through  non-payment  of  the  yearly  fee,  the  article 
ought  still  to  be  classed  in  the  category  of  patent  medicines. 

Mr.  Brunskill,  B.L.  (instructed  by  Messrs.  A.  &  J. 
Robinson,  solicitors,  Dublin),  appeared  for  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  he  asked  the  Judges  to  hold  that  they 
had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  as  the  Society  had  not  been 
served  with  the  proper  notice  under  the  Act  of  20  and 
21  Vic,  cap.  43. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Will  the  Society  not  waive  their 
technical  objection,  and  have  the  case  heard  on  the  merits! 

Mr.  Brunskill  :  I  am  acting  for  a  public  corporation,  and 
I  cannot  assent  to  any  such  course. 

Mr.  John  Walker,  solicitor,  Dublin,  for  the  defendants, 
said  he  had  counsel  engaged  in  the  case,  but  that  gentleman 
was  at  that  moment  engaged  in  another  court.  However, 
he  would  ask  their  Lordships  to  hold  that  the  case  was  in 
proper  form  before  them;  the  Society  knew  all  the  facts, 
and  were  well  aware  that  the  matter  was  to  be  argued  in  that 
court. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  As  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
do  not  consent  to  have  the  case  heard  on  the  merits,  we 
have  no  jurisdiction  to  do  other  than  strike  it  out,  and  we 
do  so  without  making  any  order  as  to  costs. 


Bankruptcies  anfc>  ^failures. 

lie  James  Edward  Gibson,  Shepherd's  Bush  Green,  for- 
merly The  Broadway,  Hammersmith,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held  on  Thursday, 
February  28,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Hope,  the  accounts  showing  liabilities  592/.  (un- 
secured 494/.)  and  assets  4/.  In  the  course  of  his  evidence 
debtor  said  he  purchased  in  1885  a  chemist's  business  for 
750/.  at  London  Street,  Reading,  the  money  being  chiefly 
advanced  by  his  father.  He  sold  it  in  November  1897  for 
450/.,  which  he  handed  to  his  father,  and  had  since  been  em- 
ployed as  a  chemist's  manager.  His  failure  was  entirely  due 
to  his  liability  of  484/.  under  a  judgment  obtained  against 
him  by  his  wife  last  December  for  arrears  of  allowance  pay- 
able to  her  in  respect  of  a  deed  of  separation.  After  cross- 
examination  on  behalf  of  his  wife,  the  examination  was  con- 
cluded. 

Re  John  William  Knight,  of  137  Francis  Avenue,  Southsea, 
Hants,  Drug-store  Proprietor. — The  public  examination  of 
this  debtor  took  place  at  the  Portsmouth  Court  on  Feb- 
ruary 25,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Reimy.  The  liabilities  amount 
in  the  gross  to  76/.  9s.,  of  which  62/.  lis.  ranks  for  dividend. 
The  deficiency  is  set  down  as  being  about  4/.  8s.  An  insuffi- 
cient turnover  is  said  to  have  been  responsible  for  the  failure. 
In  reply  to  the  Official  Receiver  (Mr.  W.  F.  J.  Hunt),  the 
debtor  said  that,  though  a  drug-store  proprietor,  he  was  not 
a  chemist.  He  had  passed  the  Preliminary  examination  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  had  failed  to  pass  the  Minor 
He  tried  but  once,  and,  being  disgusted  with  the  result  did 
not  present  himself  again.  He  then  gave  particulars  of  his 
failure  (C.  <f-  D.,  February  23,  p.  290)  in  Ryde  and  at  Enderby, 
near  l^eicester.  The  business  he  did  at  the  latter  place  was, 
he  said,  m  drugs  and  general  household  stores,  similar  to  that 
done  by  the  Timothy  White  Co.,  at  Portsmouth,  and  it  was 
one  tor  which  he  thought  there  was  plenty  of  scope.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  strikes  he  thought  he  could  have  done  a  suffi- 
cient trade  to  have  justified  the  new  premises.  He  tried  to 
sell  both  shop  and  premises,  but  failed,  and  eventually  owinff 
to  a  slump  in  house  property  in  that  district,  had  to  sell  the 
shop  tor  500/.,  and  eventually  to  relinquish  the  business.  The 
shop  is  now  occupied,  he  said,  by  a  chemist,  who  would  be 
very  glad  to  be  out  of  it.  His  wife  had  given  him  small  sums 
at  times,  and  had  lent  him  money,  but  he  had  never  repaid 
her  any  of  these  sums,  or  given  her  money  with  which  to  buy 
turniture.    The  examination  was  closed 


Oowana  Preparations  have  been  restored  to  the  P.  A  T  A 
list,  trom  which  by  an  inadvertence  they  had  been  removed 

Midas  had  just  found  that  everything  he  touched  turned  to 
gold.       How  disappointing,"  he  sighed,  "when  cobalt  is  all 

tn?l^g°f  7\  i  TJ"S- 15  re£]  reason  why  he  implored  the 
gods  to  take  back  their  gift.—  Ne w  York  Sun. 
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1Rew  Companies  ano  Company  Mem. 


North  Lancashire  Electrical  Treatment  Co.,  Ltd. — 
Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  as  a 
going  concern  the  application  and  administration  of  all  forms 
of  electrical  treatment  carried  on  by  the  governing  body  of 
the  Ulverston  and  District  Cottage  Hospital  at  the  Elec- 
trical Treatment  Department,  Newton  Street,  Ulverston,  and 
to  carry  on  the  same  and  the  business  of  nurses,  attendants, 
electrical  and  mechanical  engineers,  suppliers  of  electricity 
and  electrical  currents,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
surgical  and  medical  apparatus  and  appliances,  etc.  The 
first  directors  are  J.  Coward,  P.  Hartley,  J.  Hodgson,  and 
A.  E.  Sadler.  Registered  office,  14  Union  Street,  Ulverston, 
Lanes. 

Dumotjlin  &  Co.,  Ltd.— -Capital  2,000?.,  in  1/.  shares  (1.904 
preference).  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufac- 
turing, export,  and  general  chemists,  druggists,  druggists' 
sundriesmen,  perfumers,  drysalters,  distillers,  agents  for  and 
dealers  in  essential  oils  and  toilet-requisites,  etc.  The  first 
subscribers  are:  S.  Dumoulin,  Grasse  (A.M.),  Franco,  indus- 
triel;  E.  Harrison,  6  Vicarage  Eoad,  Willesden,  essential- 
oil  merchant ;  W.  Blackford,  6  Suffolk  House,  Belgrave  Road, 
Shepherd's  Bush,  W.,  traveller;  F.  G.  Simpkinson,  13  Bed- 
ford Row,  W.C.,  solicitor;  H.  R.  Sharman,  13  Bedford  Row, 
W.C.,  solicitor;  H.  C.  Thomson,  21  Doughty  Street,  London, 
barrister ;  and  J.  T.  Cleverley,  31  Camden  Park  Road, 
Camden  Town,  N.W.,  clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  The 
first  directors  are  G.  G.  L.  McCandlish  (chairman)  and  E. 
Harrison.  Qualification,  16?.  ordinary  shares.  Remunera- 
tion of  chairman,  two  guineas  per  board  meeting;  of  others 
(except  managing  director),  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Regis- 
tered office,  18  Old  Swan  Lane,  E.C. 


United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. — The  directors  recommend  a  divi- 
dend of  4s.  each  on  the  ordinary  shares,  placing  125,000?.  to 
reserve,  carrying  forward  49,000?. 

David  Thom  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  directors  do  not  propose 
to  pay  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  in  respect  of  the 
past  year's  operations.    A  sum  of  1,087?.  is  carried  forward. 

A  Millar  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting  of  this  com- 
pany was  held  at  Dublin  on  February  21,  Mr.  W.  Millar 
presiding.  The  report  and  accounts  for  the  year  ended 
November  1906  stated  that,  after  providing  for  bad  debts, 
depreciation,  and  director's  fees,  the  net  profit,  including 
balance  brought  forward,  was  9.709?.  13s.  7c?.  An  interim 
dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  preference  and  ordinary  shares 
was  paid  in  July  last,  leaving  a  balance  of  6,503?.  8s.  7(7. 
Out  of  this  a  final  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  preference 
shares  was  paid  in  January.  With  the  sum  remaining 
(5,078?.  8s.  7c?.)  the  directors  recommended  the  payment  on 
the  ordinary  shares  of  2,4937.  15s.,  which,  with  the  interim 
dividend  already  paid,  makes  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
carrying  forward  the  balance,  2.584?.  13s.  7c7.  The  report,  on 
the  motion  of  the  chairman,  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.— The  report  of  the 
directors  and  balance-sheet  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1906,  have  just  been  issued.  The  directors  report  that  all 
trade  expenses  have  been  written  off,  and  ample  allowance 
has  been  made  for  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  depreciation  of 
plant  and  fixtures,  advertising,  income-tax,  and  leasehold 
sinking  fund.  Interest  on  the  debenture  stock  and  dividend 
on  preference  shares,  also  an  interim  dividend  on  ordinary 
shares  in  July  last,  and  fees  and  salaries  to  senior  and  junior 
directors  respectively  have  been  duly  provided  for,  and  there 
remains  an  available  balance  for  further  dividend  on  ordinary 
shares  of  11,9887.  5s.  10c7.  The  directors  recommend  a  further 
dividend  on  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of  15  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  the  second  half  of  1906.  This  dividend,  with  the 
interim  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  already  declared, 
makes  10  per  cent,  for  the  year  on  the  ordinary  capital,  and 
leaves  a  balance  of  738?.  5s.  10c7.  to  be  carried  forward.  The 
amount  in  the  balance-sheet  under  "  Investments,  etc." 
(40.833?.)  has  increased,  as  the  company  has  taken  preference 
shares  in  the  National  Drug  &  Chemical  Co.  of  Canada,  Ltd., 
into  which  Evans  &  Sons,_  Ltd..  Montreal,  is  now  merged. 
The  total  cost  of  the  extensions  of  the  companies'  laboratories 
and  mills  (now  completed  and  paid  for)  was  12,5007.  A 
reprint  of  the  description  of  the  new  premises  which  ap- 
peared in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  December  29,  1906. 
is  sent  out  with  each  report.  There  has  been  a  steady  increase 
in  business  during  the  year.  Mr.  F.  Harwood  Lescher  has 
intimated  his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  directorate  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year.  Messrs.  E.  A  Webb.  W.  P.  Evans, 
•and  J.  H.  E.  Evans,  who  retire  by  rotation,  offer  themselves 
for  re-election.  The  profit-and-loss  account  shows  a  trading 
profit  (after  paying  off  the' expenses  named)  of  37.5197.  4s.  8c?. 
The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  56  Hanover  Street,  Liver- 
pool, on  March  1,  at  1.30  p.m. 


flDarriagc. 

McKay — Chapman*. — At  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,. 
Aberdeen,  on  February  20.  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Danson,  Dean- 
of  Aberdeen  and  Orkney,  Daniel  P.  C.  McKay,  chemist,  to> 
Maggie,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  Morren,  and 
widow  of  Peter  S.  Chapman,  of  the  County  Police  and! 
Cleansing  Department. 


Deaths. 


Alcazar. — At  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  on  January  2Ir 
Mr.  Lewis  J.  Alcazar,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Alcazar 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Trinidad,  which  was  established  in  1884.  He  was  Treasurer 
of  the  Society  for  some  years,  and  was  much  respected. 
The  funeral  took  place  on  January  23.  when  all  the  drug- 
stores in  the  city  were  closed  and  the  members  of  the 
Society  attended  the  obsequies.  The  bearers  included  Dr. 
Vilain,  Messrs.  L.  0.  Inniss,  J.  de  Castro  Pierre,  Ignacio- 
Bodu,  and  J.  T.  Eversley.  The  chief  mourners  were  the 
Hon.  H.  A.  Alcazar,  K.C.,  Messrs.  J.  D.  Alcazar,  Edward 
Savary,  and  Charles  Smith.  After  the  mourners  came  the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  follows  :  Messrs. 
John  D.  Ferrier  (President),  G.  Cruden  Dieffenthaller 
(Secretary),  Arthur  James  Tait,  Walter  Mills,  Austin  R. 
Inniss,  Melville  Murray,  A.  Soublette,  Alcala,  P.  A. 
Ramsey,  H.  S.  Adams,  F.  A.  Jones,  and  J.  C.  Poyer. 

Allenby. — At  Helmsley,  Yorks,  on  February  18,  Mr. 
William  Allenby,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy- four. 

Archer. — At  Southam.  on  February  15,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Archer,  widow  of  Mr.  Thomas  Archer,  chemist,  Southam, 
aged  seventy-seven.  Mrs.  Archer  continued  the  business 
after  her  husband's  death. 

Bliss. — At  51  The  Grove,  Hammersmith,  on  February  23, 
Mr.  Tom  Bliss,  of  E.  Plomer  &  Co.,  Lahore  and  Simla, 
aged  sixty-one.  Mr. 
Bliss  came  home  fully 
six  months  ago  on  his 
annual  trip,  more  than 
usual  in  need  of  rest,  for 
he  had  on  him  an  in- 
sidious fever,  which  he 
had  been  unable  to 
throw  off,  and  un- 
happily it  persisted 
without  abatement,  de- 
fying the  best  medical 
skill,  until  he  succumbed 
last  Saturday.  Physi- 
cally he  had  been  worn 
to  a  shadow,  but 
mentally  he  was  vigor- 
ous ;  and  those  who 
knew  Mr.  Tom  Bliss  wTill 
understand  that  this 
means  that  the  man's 
indomitable  spirit,  his 
bonhomie,    and  mental 


alertness  did 


not   desert  him. 

Mr.  Bliss  was  bom  at  Darnaway,  Morayshire,  was 
educated  there,  and  apprenticed  to  a  chemist  in  Nairn. 
In  1863  he  went  to  Calcutta  on  chance,  working 
his  way  out  as  one  of  the  crew,  and  on  arrival  got  a  position 
with  Messrs.  R.  Scott,  Thomson  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  1869,  when  he  went  as  an  assistant  to  Messrs. 
E.  Plomer  &  Co.,  Simla.  He  purchased  this  business  four 
years  later,  and  in  1877  also  bought  the  Lahore  business. 
These  had  formerly  been  owned  by  the  Punjab  Trading 
Co.  (previously  Pea'ke,  Allen  &  Co.),  which  had  been  wound 
up  in  1869.  Mr.  Bliss  made  a  success  of  the  venture  from 
the  first,  and  was  always  able  to  say  that  he  never  spent  a 
summer  in  India  after  1870.  He  had  a  residence  in  London, 
and  while  here  did  what  buying  was  necessary,  never  losing 
touch  with  business  and  reading  his  C.  <f  D  regularly.  In 
1899  he  took  Mr.  William  Cotton  into  partnership,  and  when 
he  left  India  last  year  it  was  with  the  intention  of  not  re- 
turning for  management-purposes.    For  some  years  he  had 
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been  the  doyen  of  English  pharmacy  in  India,  although  Mr. 
David  S.  Kemp  heads  the  list  of  Indian  veterans  in  the  Old 
Country. 

Davies. — At  9  Stockwell  Road,  London,  S.W.,  on  Feb- 
ruary 12,  Mr.  Charles  Gardiner  Davies,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, aged  forty- four. 

Edwards. — Mr.  William  Edwards,  sen.,  of  Messrs.  W. 
Edwards  &  Son,  wholesale  patent-medicine  vendors,  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.,  died  in  his  sleep  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  February  28.  Mr.  Edwards  was  in  his  eighty- 
eighth  year. 

Gornall. — At  Fleetwood,  Lanes,  on  February  25,  Mr. 
William  Gornall,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Gornall  died 
suddenly  from  heart-disease. 

Jackson. — Recently,  at  Bawtry,  Mr.  Alfred  Farrar 
Jackson,  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Frederic  Jackson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  F.  J.  Jackson  &  Son, 
chemists,  High  Street,  Bawtry,  Yorks. 

Jones. — At  Plymouth,  on  February  21,  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Owen  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-six.  At  the 
funeral,  which  took  place  on  February  25,  Mr.  E.  W.  H. 
Green  represented  the  Three  Towns'  Chemists'  Association, 
of  which  Mr.  Jones  had  been  a  member  for  several  years. 
Members  of  the  Association  also  sent  a  handsome  wreath. 

Otto.— At  Brunswick,  on  February  19,  Dr.  Robert  Otto, 
aged  seventy.  Dr.  Otto  was  from  1870  to  1899  teacher  of 
chemistry  and  president  of  the  pharmacological-chemical 
laboratory  of  the  Brunswick  High  School.  He  translated 
Graham's  "Elements  of  Chemistry"  into  German. 

Stagg. — On  February  20,  Mr.  Rowland  Stagg,  sen.,  of 
"Woodbury,"  The  Avenue,  Beckenham,  and  formerly  of 
Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd.,  aged  sixty- 
two.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Shirley  Church  on  Saturday, 
February  23. 

Thornber. — At  his  son's  residence,  at  Accrington.  on 
February  24,  Mr.  Thomas  Thornber,  late  of  Preston,  father 
of  Mr.  William  Thornber,  chemist  and  druggist,  Accring- 
ton.   Mr.  Thornber  was  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Young. — At  38  Chalmers  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  Feb- 
ruary 25,  Mr.  James  Robertson  Young,  pharmaceutical 

chemist,  aged  eighty- 
eight.  This  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  the 
doyen  of  Scottish  phar- 
macy feels  almost  like  a 
reawakening  to  life,  for 
it  is  now  almost  half  a 
generation  since  Mr. 
Young  ceased  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  busi- 
ness and  pharmaceutical 
affairs,  and  although  he 
was  hale  and  hearty  up 
to  a  short  time  ago,  a 
generation  had  grown  up 
who  knew  him  not,  while 
the  older  members  of  the 
craft  in  Scotland,  espe- 
cially those  who  had  the 
privilege  of  his  friend- 
ship, alone  know  how 
powerful  was  his  in- 
fluence in  pharmaceutical 
affairs  there  for  many  years.  Mr.  Young  was  one  of  the 
first  small  lot  who  passed  the  Major  examination  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  in  Scotland.  This 
was  at  6  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  February  24,  1852, 
exactly  fifty-five  years  before  his  death.  He  was  then 
associated  with  the  late  Mr.  J.  F.  Macfarlan,  of  17  North 
Bridge,  Edinburgh,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  North 
British  Branch,  and  on  Mr.  Macfarlan's  death  in  1861  Mr. 
Young  and  the  late  Mr.  David  Rainy  Brown  continued  the 
business.  It  fell  to  Mr.  Young's  lot  to  take  up  certain 
parts  of  the  public  work  with  which  Mr.  Macfarlan's  name 
had  been  identified.  The  more  notable  of  these  were  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  and 
certain  charitable  bodies.    Not  long  after  he  passed  the 


Major  Mr.  Young  was  elected  to  the  Council  of  the  North 
British  Branch,  and  in  1860  was  appointed  the  President, 
an  office  which  he  again  held  in  1867-68  and  in  1873-74.  He 
was  also  examiner — and  an  excellent  one  in  practical  dis- 
pensing— until  1881,  when  by  the  unanimous  wish  of  his 
colleagues  he  was  appointed  to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  John 
Mackay  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Society.  It 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  for  this  office  Mr.  Young  was 
exceptionally  fitted.  He  had  high  business  ability,  was  far- 
seeing,  cautious  in  action,  careful  in  expression  of  opinion, 
and  a  wise  councilor.  At  the  time  of  his  election  he  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  strongest  man  whom  Scotland  could 
send  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  but  not  many  years 
elapsed  before  he  retired  from  the  position,  and  never 
afterwards  took  an  active  part  in  the  Society's  work.  This 
arose  through  difference  of  opinion  between  himself  and  his 
colleagues  in  Scotland  regarding  the  management  of  the 
North  British  Branch.  Mr.  Carteighe,  the  President  of 
the  Society  when  the  Branch  was  removed  to  56  York  Place 
in  1884,  pointed  out  that  the  method  of  local  government 
was  one  which  had  grown  up,  and,  so  far  as  the  Charter  of 
the  Society  is  concerned,  was  ultra  vires.  He  desired  to 
give  the  Branch  and  its  government  legal  status  within  the 
existing  powers,  or  such  extension  as  might  be  obtained  by 
by-law,  by  calling  the  Branch  Council  a  committee  of  the 
Council  in  London,  and  the  Branch  President  and  Vice-Pre- 
sident would  be  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  looked  at  the  time  a  revolutionary  proposition, 
and  many  recalled  that  the  North  British  Branch  establish- 
ment was  confirmed  in  1851  as  a  working  alternative  to  . 
Scotland  seeking  a  Pharmacy  Act  for  itself.  Mr.  Y'oung 
stood  practically  alone  among  his  Scotch  colleagues  in  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Carteighe's  proposal,  and  for  a  time  he  con- 
ducted the  affairs  of  the  Branch.  Had  his  customary 
suaviter  in  modo  asserted  itself  more  strongly  in  those  days 
his  subsequent  retirement  might  not  have  been  so  poignant, 
for  his  ideas  were  essentially  realised.  Mr.  Young's  in- 
fluence in  Edinburgh  medical  affairs  was  great.  At  one 
time  no  important  public  appointment  of  a  pharmacist  was 
made  without  consultation  with  him.  He  succeeded  Mr. 
J.  F.  Macfarlan  in  the  treasurership  of  the  Edinburgh 
Royal  Medical  Society,  an  organisation  of  medical  students 
and  young  graduates  which  has  sheltered  some  of  the  most 
noted  practitioners  of  the  past  century.  Many  of  them  have 
got  their  first  lessons  in  finance  from  him,  and  all  honoured 
him.    Our  Edinburgh  correspondent  also  writes  : 

For  a  year  or  two  back  Mr.  Y"oung  had  been  in  very  in- 
different health,  but  it  was  only  three  or  four  weeks  ago  that 
his  acute  illness  set  in.  He  pulled  through  an  attack  of 
pneumonia  in  the  worst  of  the  inclement  weather,  but  he 
succumbed  to  other  complications.  Mr.  Young  was  born  in 
1818  in  the  parish  of  Livingston,  Linlithgowshire,  where  his 
father  was  a  farmer.  He  received  his  education  at  the  village 
school  of  Blackburn  near  by,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  he  went  to 
reside  with  his  maternal  uncle,  who  was  a  druggist  in  Edin- 
burgh. There,  no  doubt,  he  obtained  his  first  impressions  of 
the  craft ;  but  after  two  years  he  returned  home,  some  time 
after  going  back  again  to  Edinburgh  to  become  assistant  to 
Mr.  Allison,  druggist,  South  Bridge  Street.  Eventually  he 
entered  the  service  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Macfarlan,  and  was  taken  in 
as  a  partner  in  1844.  For  thirty-one  years — from  1854  to 
1885 — he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  North  British 
Branch.  He  also  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
for  Scotland  from  1859  to  1880.  His  active  interest  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  may  be  said  to  have  ceased  in  1885, 
and  he  retired  from  business  in  1896.  Mr.  Young  was  of  a 
thoroughly  practical  business  turn  of  mind,  and  gave  more 
attention  to  that  than  to  the  scientific  side  of  his  profession. 
In  his  keen  foresight,  sound  judgment,  and  forceful  deter- 
mination he  was  a  true  specimen  of  the  old  Scottish  type,  and 
his  advice  was  greatly  sought  after  by  his  fellows  in  all 
matters  respecting  the  Society  and  the  trade.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Young  also  took  an  active  part  in  various  depart- 
ments of  city  life,  and  generally  always  in  a  prominent  wav. 
He  was  an  assistant  of  the  Edinburgh  Merchant  Company, 
a  member  of  the  Edinburgh  Chamber" of  Commerce,  a  trustee 
of  the  local  savings  bank,  and  he  took  great  interest  in  such 
philanthropic  institutions  as  the  Destitute  Sick  Societv.  the 
Orphan  Hospital,  and  the  Magdalene  Asylum.  He  was  also 
a  director  of  the  Eoval  Public  Dispensary,  and  it  was  during 
his  cha  irmanship  that  the  School  of  Pharmacy  was  founded 
in  connection  with  it  which  is  believed  to  be  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  Scotland.  In  politics  he  was  of  the  old  Whig  school, 
and  he  frequently  appeared  on  political  platforms  a"  quarter 
of  a  century  ago  and  spoke.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
cordially  welcomed  Mr.  Gladstone  at  the  inception  of  the 
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Midlothian  campaigns ;  but  he  did  not  go  with  that  statesman 
at  the  time  of  the  split.  He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  Mr. 
Goschen  in  1885  and  again  in  1886  for  the  East  Division  of 
Edinburgh,  and  with  his  defeat  Mr.  Young  practically  dis- 
appeared from  the  local  political  arena.  He  was  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  the  city  and  a  senior  elder  of  the  United  Free 
High  Church.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons  and  three 
daughters. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Joseph  Brown,  manufacturing  chemist,  Ashleigh 
House,  Savile  Town,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
West  Eiding  County  Council. 

Mr.  Owen  A.  Clark,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  Mayor 
of  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  has  been  returned  unopposed  to 
West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

Mr.  Roscoe  Brunner,  of  the  firm  of  Brunner.  Mond  & 
Co.,  chemical-manufacturers,  Northwich,  has  been  re- 
flected a  member  of  Cheshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  J.  Wright  Kirby,  for  some  years  with  Messrs. 
Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  has  been  appointed  London  repre- 
sentative for  Messrs.  A.  Munnings  &  Co.,  manufacturers 
and  trade-packers,  Leicester. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Williams,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Sampson,  Ph.C,  have  entered  into  partnership  to  open  a 
school  of  pharmacy  at  Bath  under  the  name  Bath  and  West 
of  England  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
has  consented  to  contest  the  West  Ward  of  Leeds  in  the 
Conservative  interest  at  the  forthcoming  election  of 
Guardians  of  the  Leeds  Union. 

Mr.  John  Horsley,  J. P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has 
been  seven  times  Mayor  of  Hartlepool,  was  further 
honoured  by  his  fellow-citizens  on  February  21.  In  recog- 
nition of  his  long  service  on  the  Board  of  Guardians,  of 
which  he  has  been  Chairman 
several  times,  he  was  pre- 
sented with  an  illuminated 
address  by  Sir  Christopher 
Furness,  M.P.,  on  behalf  of 
the  past  and  present  members 
and  officials  of  the  Board. 
Mr.  Horsley  has  had  a  remark- 
able public  career.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Hartle- 
pool Corporation  for  thirty- 
six  years.  When  he  retired 
from  the  Mayoral  chair  in 
1900,  after  seven  years' 
Mayoralty,  the  honorary 
freedom  of  the  borough  was 
conferred  upon  him.  He  is, 
or  has  been,  a  member  of  every 
important  public  body  and  charitable  institution  in  the 
borough,  among  other  offices  he  has  held  being  that  of 
Chairman  of  the  Hartlepool  Education  Committee  and  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  and  Pilotage  Board. 

Mr.  William  M.  Massey,  vice-president  of  the  Caswell- 
Massey  Co.,  New  York,  is  coming  to  live  in  England.  Mr. 
Massey  is  the  son  of  a  Cheshire  clergyman,  and  a  little  over 
forty  years  ago  went  with  his  family  to  Canada.  He  was 
thirteen  then,  and  after  his  schooling  was  completed  he 
served  his  apprenticeship  in  pharmacy.  After  that  he  went 
to  New  York  and  joined  the  staff  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Caswell  in  the 
high-class  pharmacy  of  which  he  was  head.  In  a  few  years 
Mr.  Massey  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the  firm-name  be- 
coming Caswell,  Massey  &  Co.  It  has  recently  been  incor- 
porated, and  as  Mr.  Massey  is  relieved  from  the  more 
onerous  duties  of  directing  the  business  he  is  coming  to 
reside  in  London.  Here  he  will  have  an  office.  Last 
month  Mr.  Massey  was  entertained  to  dinner  by  Mr.  S.  W. 
Fairchild  at  the  Metropolitan  Club,  New  York,  twelve 
other  intimate  friends  being  present,  and  among  those  be- 
sides the  host  who  spoke  were  Dr.  Charles  F.  Chandler,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wickham  (McKesson  &  Robbins),  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
F.  Fairchild. 


This  is  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Joseph  Helfenstein,  of  Messrs. 
R.  W.  Greeff  &  Co.,  20  Eastcheap,  London.  E.G.,  wTho,  as 
noted  in  the  C.  <£•  D.  last 
week,  was  drowned  on 
February  21  in  the  ill- 
fated  Berlin.  Mr.  Hel- 
fenstein was  born  in 
Lucerne  on  August  13, 
1873.  He  received  his 
education  in  Switzer- 
land, and  was  con- 
spicuous for  his  ability 
in  the  Handelschule  in 
Neuchatel.  After  spend- 
ing a  short  time  in  a 
business-house  in  Zurich 
he  came  to  London,  and 
almost  immediately 
joined  Messrs.  R.  W. 
Greeff  &  Co.,  with  whom 
he  was  associated  for 
upwards  of  eleven  years. 
For  the  last  seven  years 
he  took  a  leading  part 
in  the  firm's  business, 
and  his  indefatigable 
industry  and  keen  intelligence  won  for  him  the  highest 
respect. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  pre- 
sented with  a  silver  inkstand  by  the  members  of  the  Lymm 
Tradesmen's  Association  as  an  appreciation  of  his  services 
as  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Association  since  its  inception. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Evans  is  a  son  of  Mr.  I.  H.  Evans,  chemist,  The 
Gross,  Lymm,  near  Warrington,  and  has  managed  his 
father's  business  for  many  years. 


Mr.  Joseph  Helfenstein. 


•Recent  Mills. 


Mr.  John  Pim  Jackson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Surbiton, 
who  died  on  January  4,  aged  fifty-eight,  left  estate  valued  at 
5187.  16s.  4(7.  gross,  of  which  406?.  3s.  8<7.  is  net  personalty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Pemberton,  Heme  Bay,  chemist  and  druggist, 
who  died  on  February  1.  left  estate  valued  at  3,094?.  14s.  4<7. 
gross,  including  personalty  of  the  net  value  of  9897.  6s.  6(7. 

Mr.  William  Bragg,  of  Leicester,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
who  died  on  August  23,  1906,  last,  aged  seventy-eight, 
left  estate  valued  at  24,336?.  12s.  gross,  with  net  personaltv 
1,100?.  10s.  3(7.  The  testator's  brother,  Mr.  James  Brown 
Bragg,  and  his  nephews  are  the  chief  beneficiaries  under  the 
will. 

Mb.  James  Cann,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Dalmeny, 
Essex  Road,  Dartford,  who  died  on  January  4,  1906,  left  estate 
valued  at  14,697?.  He  left  the  proceeds  of  insurance  policies 
covering  accidents,  if  any,  to  his  daughter  Beatrice  Cann 
and  to  his  niece  Dorothy  Adams,  and  he  left  an  annuity  of 
52?.  to  his  wife's  sister  Penn.  To  his  wife  he  left  his  house- 
hold effects  absolutely  and  an  immediate  legacy  of  5007.  and 
the  income  from  his  residuary  estate  for  life,  and  subject  to 
her  interest  he  left  two-thirds  of  the  ultimate  residue  of  his 
estate  to  his  daughter  Beatrice  Cann  and  one-third  to  his 
niece  Dorothy  Adams. 

information  TCflanteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  43  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


45/66.    Makers  of  Calcide,  a  water-softener. 
48/24.    Who  is  the  maker  of  Scott's  Cement  ? 
50/42.    Where  can  Nurse  Harvey's  mixture  be  obtained  ? 
49/34.    Where  can  "Express"  clinical  thermometers  be 
obtained  ? 

49/12.    Makers  of  the  "  Sun"  brand  carbonate  or  bicar- 
bonate of  soda. 
50/25.    Who  are  the  proprietors  of  Kadura  perfume  or 

where  can  it  be  obtained  ? 
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Observations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


Carbolic  acid  Poisoning 

has  not  come  out  very  satisfactorily 
from  the  test  of  scheduling.  It  is  true  that,  as  shown  last 
week,  the  statistics  of  the  last  quinquennium  are  much  better 
than  those  of  its  immediate  predecessor,  and  it  may  be  that 
the  progress  of  the  fiend  has  been  checked  ;  that  is  some- 
thing. It  is  also  possible  to  argue  that  the  policy  of  semi- 
scheduling,  which  was  all  that  the  Privy  Council  would 
agree  to  in  1900,  the  exclusion  from  the  influence  of  the  Act 
of  the  substance  when  sold  for  particular  purposes,  and  the 
firm  hold  which  in  consequence  of  its  long  toleration  car- 
bolic acid  had  acquired  on  the  imagination  of  that  strange 
section  of  the  population  apparently  pre-ordained  for 
suicide,  made  the  test  an  unfair  one.  Moreover,  it  did  seem 
that  as  regards  accidental  poisoning,  which  it  is  the  especial 
purpose  of  the  schedule  to  prevent,  a  distinct  improvement 
was  manifest.  In  1899  and  1900  the  deaths  of  this  kind  from 
carbolic  acid  were  41  and  35  respectively.  Then  they  fell  to 
33  in  1901,  to  22  in  1902,  and  to  20  in  1903  ;  but  in  1904  they 
rose  again  to  27,  and  33  in  1905.  It  does  seem  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  has  not  seized  the  business  with 
the  exceptional  vigour  which  was  called  for.  In  the 
official  report  published  this  month  we  are  told  that  439 
cases  of  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  were  investi- 
gated last  year.  In  these  the  "  nature  of  the  offence  " 
is  usually  describee*  as  "selling  poison."  Some  of  them 
may  have  referred  to  carbolic  acid,  and  if  proceedings  were 
taken  under  the  15th  Section  the  offenders  may  have 
paid  their  penalties  quietly.  Consequently  no  educative 
effect  results.  I  do  not  recollect  any  prosecutions  in  re- 
spect of  this  poison  under  the  17th  Section,  when 
publicity  is  inevitable.  It  is  not  unlikely,  as  has  been 
suggested  in  this  journal,  that  regard  for  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  may  have  discouraged  the  initiation  of  such  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  it  is  high  time  that  that  gentleman's  eminence 
as  a  Moloch  to  whom  a  hundred  or  two  lives  are  to  be 
sacrificed  annually  should  be  undermined. 

The  Two  Pharmacy  Bills 

are  once  more  toeing  the  line  at 
Westminster,  and  if  only  they  can  find  a  course  among  the 
crowd  of  larger  cattle  we  may  at  last  get  a  run  to  reward 
our  long  patience.  Our  own  little  steed  places  himself 
gallantly  by  the  side  of  the  Government  charger,  and  looks 
as  well  worth  backing  as  his  competitor.  But  this  race  is 
not  for  the  strongest  nor  for  the  fittest.  All  the  track  will 
be  made  smooth  for  Mr.  Samuel's  champion  ;  for  ours  there 
will  be  an  obstacle  at  every  step.  But  the  surprise  of  the 
hour  is  the  intimation  that  the  Government  representative 
is  to  propose  a  Select  Committee.  Astute  trainers  and  on- 
lookers have  been  telling  us  that  therein  lay  our  only  chance 
of  getting  even  a  contest,  not  to  say  an  equal  one,  and  conse- 
quently we  were  to  bring  all  the  influence  available  to  force 
the  Home  Secretary  to  concede  this  opportunity  to  us.  Now 
it  appears  that  the  Minister  does  not  even  want  asking,  but 
intends  to  force  a  Select  Committee  on  us  whether  we  want 
it  or  not.  For  the  moment  we  are  rather  staggered  by  this 
courtesy.  ^Esop  relates  that  once  a  thief,  approaching  a 
house  to  rob  it,  was  much  annoyed  by  a  fierce  dog  who  barked 
at  him  furiously  as  he  was  getting  over  the  wall.  The  thief 
thereupon  threw  chunks  of  meat  to  the  dog,  hoping  to 
pacify  him.  "  Ah,"  said  the  dog,  "  I  was  a  little  doubtful 
about  you  before  ;  but  this  excess  of  civility  assures  me  that 


you  are  a  rogue."  But,  having  got  their  first  demand  ad- 
mitted with  such  ominous  facility,  what  is  to  be  the  policy 
of  our  responsible  leaders  when  they  find  themselves  inside 

The  Select  Committee 

room  ?  Perhaps  it  is  premature,  it 
may  even  be  impertinent,  to  ask  this  question  just  now  ;  and 
it  is  possible,  too,  that  it  is  wise  that  the  pharmaceutical 
plan  of  campaign  should  be  "  wropt  in  mystery  "  until  the 
Select  Committee  actually  meets.  But,  unfortunately  for 
that  view,  it  has  been  declared,  if  it  has  not  been  made  clear. 
Mr.  Rymer  Young  said  at  Leicester  a  fortnight  ago  that  "  he 
was  fully  in  accord  with  the  policy  pursued  by  his  pre- 
decessor, Mr.  Robinson,  and  there  would  be  therefore  no 
rupture,  no  lack  of  unity,  from  the  policy  of  the  past  two 
years."  That  was  a  particularly  bad  shot,  for  Mr.  Robin- 
son adopted  one  policy  one  year  and  an  entirely  different 
one  the  next  year.  In  1905  he  maintained,  in  regard  to 
companies,  that  the  insistence  on  a  qualified  managing 
director  was  the  irreducible  minimum ;  in  1906  he 
scrupulously  avoided  any  mention  of  this  individual,  but 
supported  the  Government  proposals  generally  with  the  one 
modest  stipulation  that  the  description  "  chemist  and  drug- 
gist "  should  some  day  be  reserved  for  those  who  had 
earned  it.  Which  of  these  two  policies  is  the  one  Mr. 
Young  is  in  accord  with  ? 

Secret  Medicines 

are  coming  in  for  rather  exceptional  castiga- 
tion  just  now  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  a  lot  of 
good  Americans,  Australians,  and  Englishmen  are  busy 
devising  schemes  of  legislation  which  their  authors  fondly 
imagine  will  trample  them  under  foot.  Mr.  Cofman  is 
sanguine  enough  to  anticipate  a  Royal  Commission  to  see 
what  can  be  done  with  them,  and  he  urges  chemists  to 
support  any  proposition  for  instituting  one.  They  may 
safely  agree  to  do  so,  and  most  of  us,  I  should  think,  would 
agree  with  Mr.  Cofman  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
chemists,  and  perhaps  for  themselves,  if  people  would  dose 
themselves  with  drugs  which  they  know  the  names  of 
instead  of  with  the  same  drugs  in  disguise  sold  at  fancy 
prices.  But  that  is  not  the  way  of  habitual  physic-takers. 
Secrets,  mysteries,  miracles,  are  what  they  are  looking  for. 
When  Cordelia  is  imploring  the  physician  to  revive  her  poor 
old  father,  he  talks  of  "  simples  operative  whose  power  will 
close  the  eye  of  anguish."  "All  blessed  secrets,"  she 
replies,  "  all  you  unpublish'd  virtues  of  the  earth,  be  aidant 
and  remediate."  Evidently  she  wanted  something  which 
had  not  been  previously  known.  If  a  quack  had 
come  along  just  then  with  a  remedy  distilled  from  a 
herb  known  only  to  the  natives  of  Tibet,  he  would 
have  been  sure  of  Cordelia  as  a  customer.  Moreover, 
it  is  an  awkward  fact,  and  one  which  the  Royal  Com- 
mission would  have  to  consider,  that  a  number  of  our 
most  important  medicines  have  been  at  least  popularised 
by  quacks.  Read  the  extract  from  Evelyn's  Diary  about 
quinquina  which  Mr.  Munro  gave  us  last  week ;  and  there 
are  many  other  instances.  But  Mr.  Cofman  does  well  to 
direct  attention  to  the  "  connivance  of  chemists  "  in  con- 
nection with  medicines  which  they  have  reason  to  believe 
are  either  dangerous  or  worthless,  and  sold,  perhaps,  at  an 
extortionate  price.  On  moral  grounds  the  course  of  the 
conscientious  pharmacist  in  regard  to  these  is  clear.  His 
superior  knowledge  is  of  no  use  to  the  public  unless  he 
uses  it  in  such  cases  ;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  he  will  be  wise 
to  do  much  more  than  refrain  from  selling  the  things  : 
explanations  of  the  reason  why  he  does  not  sell  them 
require  much  discretion,  especially  if  he  has  something  in 
stock  "  just  as  good  "  at  half  the  price. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Ot  "Santas"  Co.,  £ln., 

Exclusive  Manufacturers  ol  the 
famous  Non-poisonous 

"8ANITAS"  PREPARATIONS. 

Also  Make  and  Deal  in 
"  Bactox,"  "  Creocide,"     Okol,"  "  Soldls,"  "  Pines," 
"Klngzett'i  Patent  Sulphur   Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Snlphngators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators," 
"  Formic  Lamps," 
"Formic  Famlgators,"  "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngsett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer. 
"  Sulphume,"  and  "  Burnet's  Smoke  Tests," 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash. 
"  Sanitat "  Pamphlet  and  "  Hovt  to  Disinfect  "  Book  tent  free. 

£HE  "SANITAS "  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


PULVELUE 

TRADE  MARK. 

WARRICK 

BROS.,  LTD. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/cl 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/ 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/ cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

18/  cwt. 

EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S. 
Purined,  Clean,  and  Dry 

Q/  * 

oy  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE   EARTH  " 
(Toilet  purposes) 

18/ cwt. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

/7&/101b. 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ cJt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  it 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/ib. 

2£  per  cent.  Discount  if  Cash  with  Order. 
>b  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices. 


Rankins  Ointment. 

P.A.T.A.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. 

The  Chemists'  Ointment. 

The  only  Effective  Ointment, 
The  Ointment  with  30  years'  reputation* 


IS  A  PART  2  POISON. 

And  may  NOT  bo  sold  by  unqualified  dealers: 

Best  terms  and  advertising  matter  from 

RANKIN  &  CO.,  ^^rsATCs.EUT,CAL 

KILMARNOCK,  N.B, 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery  :  LONDON,  N.W. 


MILO  FOOD 

FOR  INFANTS. 

Quite  a  New  Departure! 

Based  on  Science  and  Practical  Experience. 

Sample  and  Pamphlet  free  on  Application  to 

NESTLE  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  CO., 

6   &   8    EASTCHEAP,  E.C. 


Bbitodal  Comments, 


Bills  in  Parliament. 

Although  the  Pharmacy  Bill  which  Mr.  Winfrey  presented 
to  the  House  of  Commons  last  week  is  the  same  as  before, 

we  fancy  that  chemists  generally  may  be 
Pharmacy,    "rusty  "  with  regard  to  its  details,  hence  we 

propose  to  tell  as  concisely  as  possible  what  it  is 
all  about.  We  purposely  avoid  criticism.  The  first  clause 
is  a  definition  one.  The  second  may  be  called  the  shop 
supervision  and  registration  clause,  but  it  proposes  to  enact 
several  principles  novel  to  Great  Britain,  viz  : 

(1)  Poisons  may  not  be  retailed  or  dispensed  in  an  open 
shop  which  is  (a)  not  registered  or  (6)  not  conducted  by  a 
registered  person. 

(2)  Medical  prescriptions  may  not  be  compounded  or  dis- 
pensed in  open  shops  other  than  those  in  (1). 

(3)  It  will  be  an  offence  to  permit  such  retailing,  com- 
pounding, or  dispensing  in  such  shops  unless  by  or  under 
the  supervision  of  a  registered  person. 

(4)  It  will  be  unlawful  to  have  a  shop  for  such  purposes 
unregistered  or  otherwise  not  in  accordance  with  (1)  to  (3). 

(5)  It  will  be  unlawful  to  sell,  negotiate,  or  participate  in 
the  sale  of  poison  elsewhere  than  in  a  registered  shop. 

(6)  An  employer  whose  servant  acts  contrary  to  his  specific 
instructions  and  infringes  the  Act  is  still  held  responsible 
in  law. 

These  half-dozen  novelties,  particularly  the  last,  are  worth 
pondering  over.    They  apply  to  any  person,  company,  firm, 
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co-partnership,  or  body  of  persons  equally,  and  the  sixth 
provision  creates  a  disability  of  which  few  people  realise 
the  gravity.  It  should  be  understood,  however,  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  will  not  apply  to  apothecaries,  regis- 
tered medical  practitioners,  veterinary  surgeons,  patent- 
medicine  manufacturers  and  dealers,  and  wholesale  drug- 
gists so  far  as  they  affect  their  existing  rights.  The  third 
clause  makes  the  address  of  the  seller  under  Section  17  of 
the  1868  Act  that  of  the  shop  at  which  the  sale  takes  place. 
Clause  4  deals  with  registration  of  shops  and  their  bond- fide 
conductors.  It  creates  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the 
following  new  half-crown  fees  : 

(1)  Each  request  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  a  shop  to 
register  it. 

(2)  Each  request  to  register  the  name  of  the  bond-fide 
conductor  of  a  shop. 

(3)  Each  request  to  inspect  either  register. 

The  fees  are  not  annual,  but  every  time  a  qualified  manager 
is  changed  the  fact,  with  half-a-crown,  has  to  be  notified  to 
the  Registrar,  and  the  new  manager's  name  registered.  It 
will  probably  not  be  necessary  to  notify  the  fact  that  the 
registered  manager  is  on  holiday,  or  sick,  or  is  otherwise 
suspended  from  his  duties ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill 
to  justify  this  supposition.  Clause  5  defines  "  shop"  as  a 
building  or  part  of  a  building  rated  to  the  poor,  and  so 
prevents  sales  in  market-places,  from  vans,  etc.  By  Clause  6 
a  registered  person  can  be  registered  as  the  conductor  of  one 
shop  only.  Clause  7  is  the  company  clause,  and  proposes  to 
enact : 

(1)  No  incorporated  company  shall  use  the  title  of 
"chemist  and  druggist"  or  "pharmaceutical  chemist"  or 
similar  title. 

(2)  Such  company  must  be  managed  by  a  director  who  is 
a  registered  chemist  and  druegist. 

(3)  The  actual  conductor  of  the  business  must  be  a  regis- 
tered chemist  and  druggist. 

These  provisions  will  apply  to  every  "  company  incorporated 
under  the  Acts  in  force  regulating  joint-stock  companies." 
The  Bill  makes  no  distinctions — e.g.,  as  between  one-man 
companies,  formed  to  evade  the  Pharmacy  Act;  companies 
of  pharmacists  or  chemists  and  druggists  formed  for  family 
reasons;  and  big  departmental  stores.  In  some  cases  the 
provisions  (2)  and  (3)  will  apply  to  one  individual,  in  others 
to  two.  Clauses  8  and  9  deal  with  the  registers.  Under  the 
first,  any  person  retailing  poisons  or  dispensing  medical  pre- 
scriptions in  a  registered  shop,  or  any  owner  of  such  a  shop, 
who  refuses  to  give  the  Registrar  requisite  information,  will 
commit  an  offence — fine,  51.  In  Clause  10  the  following 
powers  are  sought  : 

The  Society  may  by  by-laws 

(1)  Require  candidates  for  the  Minor.  Modified,  or  Major 
examinations  to  produce  evidence  of  having  received  sys- 
tematic training  in  the  subjects  of  such  examination,  in  (a) 
some  university,  (b)  secondary  school,  or  (e)  approved  place 
of  learning. 

(2)  Divide  any  examination  into  two  or  more  portions. 

'3)  Accept  certificates  of  pharmaceutical  skill  and  know- 
ledge from  other  legally  constituted  pharmaceutical 
authorities  in  the  British  Empire  in  lieu  of  its  own  examina- 
tions. 

These  are  the  curriculum  and  reciprocity  provisions.  The 
object  of  the  eleventh  clause  is  to  make  companies,  firms,  co- 
partnerships, and  bodies  of  persons  liable  like  individuals 
to  penalties  for  offences  under  the  principal  Acts,  when 
committed  by  employes  of  such  companies.  For  instance, 
if  a  company's  servant  sells  poison  illegally  or  in  an  illegal 
manner,  the  company  would  be  responsible.  The  other  five 
clauses  of  the  Bill  are  administrative;  the  fourteenth,  as 
already  stated,  reserving  the  rights  of  medical  men  and 
others. 

*         *  * 
The  revised   text   of  the   Government  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Bill   has   not  yet  been  printed,   but  it  is 


stated  that  the  Bill  is  pro  tanto  the  same 
Poisons  and  as  went  to  the  House  of  Commons  from  the 
Pharmacy.    Lords  on  June  13,  1906.    This  consisted  of  six 

clauses,  and  we  understand  that  Mr.  Samuel 
is  omitting  Clauses  3  and  4,  which  are  the  shop-management, 
company,  and  Irish  clauses.  This  leaves  the  following 
provisions  in  the  Bill  : 

The  existing  poisons  schedule  of  the  1868  Act  is  repealed,  and 
another  takes  its  place  substantially  the  same,  but  with  the 
following  additions  or  modifications  (compare  C.  <£•  D.  Diary. 
p.  243). 

Part  I. 

Alkaloids — all  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids  not  speci- 
fically named  in  this  schedule  and  their  salts,  and  all 
poisonous  derivatives  of  vegetable  alkaloids. 

Aconite,  aconitine,  and  their  preparations. 

Atropine  and  its  salts  and  their  preparations. 

Cyanide  of  potassium  and  all  metallic  cyanides  and  their 
preparations. 

Ergot  of  rye  and  preparations  of  ergots. 

Morphine  and  its  salts  and  preparations  containing  one 
or  more  per  cent,  of  morphine. 

Strychnine  and  its  salts  and  vermin-killers  containing 
strychnine. 

Paht  II. 

Antimonial  wine. 

Belladonna  and  its  preparations,  other  than  those  in- 
cluded under  atropine. 

Chloroform  and  liniment  of  chloroform. 

Cocaine  and  its  salts,  preparations  of. 

Morphine  and  its  salts,  preparations  of,  containing  less 
than  one  per  cent,  of  morphine. 

Clause  2  provides  for  the  sale,  by  persons  licensed  by  the 
local  authority  and  \mder  approved  regulations,  of  agricul- 
tural and  horticultural  preparations  of  arsenic,  tobacco,  and 
the  alkaloids  of  tobacco.  The  Privy  Council  has  power  to  add 
to  the  poisonous  substances  named,  or  remove  any.  Such 
licensed  sellers  are  not  exempt  from  other  provisions  of  the 
Arsenic  Act  and  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Clause  5  contains  the  curriculum  provisions  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  Bill.  [We  hear  from  one  source  that  this 
may  not  come  in.] 

Clause  6,  without  restricting  the  sale  of  sulphuric,  nitric, 
and  hydrochloric  acids,  and  of  soluble  salts  of  oxalic  acids', 
requires  such  articles  by  whomsoever  sold  to  be  labelled  with 
the  name  of  the  article,  the  word  "  poison  "  and  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Bill  has  been- placed  on  the 
papers  of  the  House  daily  all  this  week,  and  is  now  down  for 
March  4.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Samuel  has  definitely 
stated  that  the  whole  question  of  pharmacy  and  poisons 
legislation  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  so  as  to  in- 
clude the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  proposals.  He  is  to  move 
for  a  Committee  of  fifteen  members. 

*  *  # 

Mr.  B.  S.  Straus,  M.P.,  formerly  of  Hale  &  Son,  drug- 
brokers,  Fen  Court,  E.C.,  has  introduced  a  Bill  to  render 
compulsory  the  use  of  metric  weights  and 
Metric  measures  after  April  1,  1910,  or  a  date  fixed  by 

System.  the  Sovereign.  After  such  date  every  con- 
tract, bargiin,  sale,  or  dealing  made  or  had  in 
the  United  Kingdom  for  any  work,  goods,  or  other  thing 
would  have  to  be  in  metric  terms.  Contracts  made  before 
the  Act  would  be  exempt.  The  Bill  has  been  before  Parlia- 
ment previously,  and  Mr.  Straus's  effort  is  purely 
missionary. 


Chemistry  of  Sandarac. 

As  recently  mentioned  in  this  journal  Tschirch  and  Wolff 
have  published,  in  the  "  Archiv  der  Pharmazie "  (1906, 
684),  some  results  they  have  obtained  in  re-investigat- 
ing sandarac  resin.  In  1896  Tschirch  and  Balzer  stated 
as  the  result  of  their  work  that  sandarac  is  composed  of 
sandaracolic  acid,  C45H  66  0  7,  callitrolic  acid,  C65H8108 
(both  of  which  were  obtained  crystalline),  and  small  quan- 
tities of  an  essential  oil  and  a  bitter  principle.  Five  years 
later  Dr.  T.  A.  Henry,  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  "pulled 
out  the  gum-sandarac  drawer  to  find  a  D.Sc.  in  it  "  (C.  &  D., 
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1901,  II.,  409),  and  incidentally  controverted  much  of 
Tschirch  and  Balzer's  work.  One  of  the  points  mentioned 
in  this  connection  was  that  the  combustion  results  obtained 
with  callitrolic  acid  by  Tschirch  and  Balzer  agreed  better 
with  the  formula  Cc,H80O8  than  with  C05H81O8.  It  is  a  little 
surprising  to  find  that  Tschirch  and  Wolff  now  quote 
Henry's  corrected  formula  as  that  given  by  Tschirch  and 
Balzer,  without  a  word  of  acknowledgment  to  the  English 
worker.    Henry  showed  that  sandarac  contains  : 

(a)  Crystalline,  optically  inactive  pimaric  acid,  C20H30O2, 
probably  isomeric  with  that  found  in  gallipot. 

(6)  Callitrolic  acid,  CsoH.sOs,  which  was  not  obtained 
crystalline. 

(c)  A  volatile  oil  consisting  of  pinene  and  a  diterpene. 
We  observe  that  the  last  is  given  by  Tschirch  and  Wolff  in 
their  account  of  Henry's  work  as  dipentene,  a  totally  dif- 
ferent substance.  Professor  Tschirch  has  of  late  years 
worked  out  a  general  method  of  investigating  coniferous 
resins,  which  consists  in  dissolving  the  resin  in  ether,  and 
shaking  out  with  ammonium  carbonate,  sodium  carbonate, 
and  caustic  alkali  in  succession,  the  idea  being  to  isolate  the 
constituent  resin  acids  in  turn.  It  is  this  method  which 
Wolff  and  he  have  applied  to  sandarac,  with  the  result  that 
they  have  isolated  the  following  constituents  : 

1.  Extracted,  by  ammonium-carbonate  solution: 
Sandaracinic  acid,  C22H3GO3  (amorphous). 

2.  Extracted  by  sodium-carbonate  solution: 

(a)  Sandaracolic  acid,  G^HaeCX  (amorphous  and  not  iden- 
tical with  Tschirch  and  Balzer's  acid  of  the  same  name). 

(b)  Sandaracopimaric  acid,  C20H30O2  (crystalline,  identical 
with  Henry's  pimaric  acid). 

(c)  An  unnamed  amorphous  acid  yielding  a  crystalline 
sodium  salt. 

(d)  A  bitter  principle  (amorphous). 

3.  Left  in  ethereal  solution: 

(a)  Resene,  C22H3SO2  (amorphous). 

(b)  Volatile  oil,  not  further  investigated. 

It  must  of  course  be  understood  that  most  of  these  pro- 
ducts were  submitted  to  a  further  process  of  purification. 
The  authors  conclude  by  saying  that  the  work  may  be 
regarded  as  establishing  the  existence  in  sandarac  of  san- 
daracopimaric acid,  resene,  essential  oil,  a  bitter  principle, 
and  an  acid  yielding  a  crystalline  sodium  salt ;  while 
further  investigation  is  required  to  definitely  characterise 
the  amorphous  acids,  to  ascertain  which,  if  any,  of  these  is 
identical  with  Henry's  callitrolic  acid,  and  to  prepare  again 
the  crystalline  callitrolic  acid  obtained  by  Tschirch  and 
Balzer.  In  these  columns  a  just  tribute  has  recently  been 
paid  to  the  valuable  work  Professor  Tschirch  has  done  on 
resinous  substances,  and  no  one  who  has  had  any  experience 
with  these  difficult  and  treacherous  materials  can  fail  to 
appreciate  at  its  full  value  the  courage  Professor  Tschirch 
has  shown  in  tackling  a  subject  which  most  chemical  in- 
vestigators instinctively  leave  alone.  But  it  is  only  right 
that  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  records  of  his  work 
introduce  a  chaos  of  the  known  in  resin  chemistry  where 
formerly  disorder  of  the  unknown  as  happily  prevailed. 
The  present  communication  is  a  case  in  point.  The  sub- 
stances which  have  been  named  sandaracinic,  sandaracolic, 
and  callitrolic  acids  are  all  amorphous  fractions,  and  there  is 
no  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  not  impure  forms  of 
one  and  the  same  thing.  Professor  Tschirch  could  no 
doubt  justify  his  additions  to  nomenclature  by  saying  that 
these  acids  may  eventually  turn  out  to  be  different,  but  the 
chances  are  nearly  all  the  other  way  ;  and  in  the  meantime 
these  names  will  get  into  all  the  text-books,  which  will  copy 
them  from  each  other,  producing  such  bewildering  informa- 
tion as  is  now  generally  given  in  text-books  about  ordinary 
colophony.  In  view  of  the  vastly  enhanced  store  of  know- 
ledge respecting  organic  bodies,  and  the  increasing  sim- 
plicity with  which  even  the  most  complex  bodies  can  be  cor- 
related, we  feel  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  some  of 


the  Tschirch  resin-researches  were  carried  further  in  order 
that  "acids"  and  "principles"  might  be  obtained  in 
more  definite  and  tangible  form  and  their  relation  to 
existing  nuclei  ascertained.  Until  that  is  done  we  fear 
that  much  of  the  work  done  in  Professor  Tschirch's 
laboratories  will  confuse,  rather  than  clear  up,  the  chemistry 
of  the  resins. 

Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  Secretary  to  the  Committee  of 
Trustees  of  the  Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes  (founded 
by  Messrs.  Fairchild  Bios.  &  Foster,  New  York  and 
London),  informs  us  that  the  syllabus  is  now  ready  for  the 
1907  competition.  We  may  recall  that  the  scholarship  of 
50?.  and  four  prizes  of  51.  each  are  awarded  to  students  of 
pharmacy  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  the  result  of  an 
examination  in  elementary  chemistry,  materia  medica, 
pharmacy,  prescription-reading,  and  business  knowledge. 
The  examination  is  held  in  Cardiff,  Dublin,  Edinburgh, 
London,  and  Manchester,  and  the  application-forms  duly 
filled  up  must  be  lodged  with  Mr.  Holden  at  Bath  House, 
57  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  E.C.,  not  later  than  June  1, 
1907. 

Carbolic  Poisoning. 

In  our  notes  on  this  subject  last  week,  pages  297-8,  the 
population-figure  used  for  the  1900-5  quinquennium  was 
that  of  the  United  Kingdom,  instead  of  that  of  England 
and  Wales.  The-  latter  was  between  32  and  34  millions, 
and  taking  it  at  33^  millions  the  death-rate  from  carbolic 
acid  was  5  per  million  and  from  opium  4  per  million, 
instead  of  4  and  3.3.  The  correction  does  not  affect  the 
argument  that  in  the  twenty  years  before  carbolic  acid 
was  scheduled  the  death-rate  grew  from  2.1  to  6.3  per 
million,  and  in  the  five  years  immediately  after  the  rate 
decreased.  The  following  are  the  rates  year  by  year  since 
1890,  on  the  basis  of  the  Registrar-General's  population- 
figures  : 

1890  1891  1892  1893  189^  1895  1896  1897 
2.7        3.2        3.6  5         6.6        8.4        6.4  7 

1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  190/f  1905 
6.5        6.6        5.3        5.3        4.9        4.8        4.8  5.5 

Considering  that  the  poison  was  scheduled  in  July  1900,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  immediate  influence  was  a  check 
on  the  fatalities,  which  up  to  then  were  growing  in  number 
yearly,  and  since  then  have  decreased. 

A  Sure  Cure. 

[As  a  cure  for  the  tobacco  habit  the  "  British  Medical 
Journal  "  says  "  those  who  seriously  wish  for  deliverance  may 
try  the  method  recommended  by  a  Russian  practitioner,  Dr. 
Kolomeitzeff,  assistant-physician  to  the  Military  Hospital, 
Kazan.  It  consists  in  rinsing  out  the  mouth  with  25-per-cent. 
solution  of  silver  nitrate  after  each  indulgence  in  tobacco.  He 
says  the  taste  thus  produced  will  create  a  disgust  that  will 
effectually  cure  the  habit."  This  par  is  going  the  round  of 
the  daily  Press.    The  italics  are  ours.] 

The  "B.M.J."  we  seldom  find, 

A  giddy,  journalistic  joker, 
But  quips  of  this  Crustacean  kind, 
Will  cure  the  most  abandoned  smoker. 

Nicotia-maniac,  full  of  care, 
Will  seek  the  innocent  "  Argentum," 

(The  nitrate  salt)  and  then  prepare 
Solution  25  per  centum. 

(This  simple  salt,  we  may  surmise, 
Is  found  in  every  medicine-wallet ;) 

But  when  the  remedy  he  tries 

He'll  find  he's  been  bereft  of  palate. 

Ginseng. 

Supplementary  to  our  Winter  Issue  notes  on  Japanese 
ginseng  (p.  144),  we  learn  from  an  Osaka  correspondent  that 
the  world's  annual  production  of  ginseng  is  over  800,000  lb. 
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In  1904  it  is  estimated  that  the  United  States  produced 
260,000  lb.,  Korea  126,000  lb.,  and  Japan  530,000  lb.,  practi- 
cally all  of  it  being  exported  to  China.  Japan's  exports  in 
that  year  were  valued  at  800,000  yen,  or  rather  over  80,000?. 
The  area  under  cultivation  in  Japan  appears  to  be  decreasing, 
the  plantations  being  limited  to  a  part  of  the  province  of 
Izumo,  Aidzu,  and  Shinano.  In  the  latter  province  the 
yield  during  the  past  six  years  amounted  to  629,000  kin 
(1  kin  =  1.3  lb.),  valued  at  800,000  yen,  and  in  the  most  pro- 
ductive season  146,000  kin  was  obtained.  Japanese  ginseng 
is  sold  at  a  lower  price  than  the  Korean  and  American,  the 
former  costing  about  20  yen  per  kin  and  the  latter  $5  per  kin. 
Better  yields  are  expected  in  the  near  future,  as  some  of  the 
larger  planters  in  Shinano  are  improving  their  plantations. 
It  is  said  that  considerable  quantities  of  Japanese  ginseng 
are  taken  to  Korea  for  treatment,  where  they  adopt  special 
processes.  The  colour  of  the  roots  affects  its  price  and  sale, 
the  Japanese  being  less  esteemed  on  account  of  its  white 
colour.  Korean  ginseng  has  always  had  a  much  larger  sale,  as 
it  is  believed  to  have  greater  medicinal  value  due  to  the  soil 
in  which  it  is  raised,  and  also  because  of  its  more  uniform 
quality,  much  of  it  not  being  marketed  until  it  is  old. 
Age,  as  a  fact,  adds  much  to  its  value,  and  specimens  from 
forty  to  fifty  years  old  have  been  known  to  sell  in  China 
at  from  500  to  1,000  taels  per  root  (150?.  to  300?.). 


Scientific  prooress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading-  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Prickly-ash  Bark,— Gordin  ("Jour.  Am.  Chem.  Socy.," 
1906,  1649)  has  isolated  a  crystalline  compound  from  this  bark 
which  is  identical  with  the  xanthoxylin  obtained  by  Staples. 
Several  bodies  of  similar  but  not  identical  properties  have  been 
isolated  from  various  species  of  the  prickly  ash,  and  given 
this  name,  but  Gordin  proposes  to  retain  the  name  xantho- 
xylin for  the  compound  isolated  from  A',  pipcratum,  calling 
those  isolated  from  the  Northern  and  Southern  prickly  ash 
"xanthoxylin  N."  and  "xanthoxylin  S."  respectively. 
Xanthoxylin  N.  has  the  formula  C,  JJ,,0,(0CH3),  and  melts  at 
132.5°.  It  yields  a  dibromide  melting  at  171°.  Xanthoxylin  S. 
CuH,sO„  melts  at  119°- 120°,  and  is  possibly  an  alcohol  or 
phenol  of  which  xanthoxylin  N.  is  the  methyl  ether. 

Eucalyptus  Standards — Referring  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  revision  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  in 
which  it  is  suggested  that  a,n  assay-process  should  be  intro- 
duced for  oil  of  eucalyptus  indicating  not  less  than  55  per 
cent,  of  eucalyptol,  and  that  specific  gravity  should  be  raised 
to  0.910,  Messrs.  R.  T.  Baker  and  Henry  G.  Smith,  of  the 
Technological  Museum,  Sydney,  inform  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  Australasia  "  they  are  in  accord  with  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  minimum  content  should  be  55  per  cent.  It 
would  be  most  satisfactory  if  a  standard  method  of  assay 
could  be  suggested,  free  from  the  errors  of  manipulation  to 
which  the  present  methods  are  liable.  As  to  the  specific 
gravity,  this  should  be  stated  at  a  standard  temperature  of, 
say,  15°  C.  The  alteration  for  each  degree  of  temperature 
in  ordinary  eucalyptus  oils  has  been  determined  at  0.00075, 
so  that  if  taken  at  ordinary  temperatures  the  specific  gravity 
at  15°  C.  could  be  easily  calculated.  The  specific-gravity 
standard  m  the  new  American  Pharmacopoeia  is  0.905  at 
25°  C,  which  would  be  0.9125  at  15°  C,  which  is  too  high. 
The  specific  gravity  should  either  be  stated  at  0.910  at  15°  C. 
or  0.905  at  22°  C.  From  many  determinations  it  appears  that 
the  oils  from  all  commercial  species  of  eucalypts  in  which 
eucalyptol  occurs  in  abundance  would  pass  such  a  standard 
of  specific  gravity.  These  authorities  add  that  the  phellan- 
drene-test  might  be  ignored  if  the  oil  is  to  contain  55  per 
cent,  of  eucalyptol  and  a  specific  gravity  of  0.910  at  150°  C. 
The  rotation-test,  too,  would  be  of  little  value. 


The  Cologne  Doctors'  Strike  may  prove  costly  to  five 
local  medical  men  who  were  under  contract  to  the  Orts- 
krankenkasse  (local  sick  fund).  It  appears  that  they  broke 
their  agreements  at  the  outbreak  of  the  strike,  and  the 
sick  fund  committee  are  suing  them.  The  committee  won 
in  two  courts  and  an  appeal  to  the  Imperial  Court  has  failed. 
On  the  strength  of  this  success  the  plaintiffs  now  claim 
100,000m.  (5,000?.)  damages. 


Westminster  Wisbom, 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


The  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  formally  introduced  the  Govern- 
ment's Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  last  Friday,  and  it  was 
duly  read  a  first  time.  Beyond  this  fact  there  is  not  very 
much  fresh  information  to  give  in  regard  to  the  political 
position.  Next  week  the  full  text  of  the  Government's 
Bill  will  be  in  our  hands.  The  second-reading  stage  was 
put  down  for  Monday  last,  but  since  then  it  has  been  post- 
poned from  day  to  day,  and  now  it  has  been  put  down  for 
Monday,  March  4,  when  an  endeavour  will  be  made  to  get 
the  Bill  read  a  second  time.  In  connection  with  it  the  fol- 
lowing circular  letter,  signed  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Dobbs,  Solicitor 
and  Secretary,  has  been  sent  to  members  of  Parliament  by 
the  Traders  in  Poisonous  Compounds  for  Trade  Purposes 
Protection  Society  : 

Dear  Sir, 

Compounds  for  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Purposes. 
POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  BILL. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  I  called 
your  attention  to  the  position  of  Agricultural  Agents, 
Nurserymen,  and  others,  who  in  consequence  of  the  present 
state  of  the  law  are  prevented  from  retailing  in  sealed 
packag'es,  and  as  received  from  the  Manufacturer,  Com- 
pounds (poisonous)  required  for  Agricultural  and  Horticul- 
tural purposes,  and  I  pointed  out  the  necessity  that  has 
arisen  since  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  for  the  use 
of  these  Compounds  in  connection  with  such  industries. 

During  the  past  Session  the  Government  brought  in  a  Bill 
known  as  the  "  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,"  which  was  passed 
in  the  House  of  Lords  and  set  down  for  second  reading  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  unfortunately  pressure  of  business 
prevented  such  Bill  from  being  considered  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  Bill  was  at  the  last  moment  withdrawn. 

Clause  2  (1)  of  the  Bill  provided  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  making  it  lawful  for  licensed  persons 
as  well  as  Chemists  to  have  the  right  of  retailing  (under  proper 
restrictions)  Compounds  such  as  Sheep-dips,  Weed-killers, 
and  Insecticides,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

So  much  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  makes  it  an  offence  for 
any  person  to  sell  or  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  unless 
he  is  a  duly  registered  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  or  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  and  conforms  to  regulations  made  under  Section  1  of 
that  Act,  shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  poisonous  substances  con- 
taining Arsenic,  Tobacco,  or  the  Alkaloids  of  Tobacco,  for  use 
exclusively  in  connection  with  Agriculture  or  Horticulture,  if  the 
person  so  selling  or  keeping  open  shop  is  duly  licensed  for  the 
purpose  under  this  Section  by  a  local  authority,  and  conforms  to 
any  regulations  as  to  the  keeping,  transporting,  and  selling  of 
poisons  made  under  this  Section,  but  nothing  in  this  Section  shall 
exempt  any  person  so  licensed  from  the  requirements  of  any  other 
provision  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  or  of  the  Arsenic  Act,  1851, 
relating  to  Poisons  :  provided  that  His  Majesty  may  by  Order  in 
Council  amend  this  provision  by  adding  thereto  or  removing 
therefrom  any  poisonous  substance,  and  upon  any  such  Order  being 
made  this  provision  shall  have  effect  as  if  the  added  poisonous 
substances  were  included  therein  and  the  removed  poisonous  sub- 
stances were  excluded  therefrom 

— thus  showing  the  Government  appreciate  the  demand  of  the 
Farmer  and  Gardener  for  these  articles  to  be  obtained  in  the 
most  convenient  and  cheapest  form  from  the  Agricultural 
Agents,  Nurserymen,  etc.,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  a  monopoly 
which  at  oresent  exists  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  these 
articles.  By  restricting  the  sale  only  to  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists the  Agriculturist  and  the  Horticulturist  has  to  pay  a 
higher  price  for  the  article  he  requires,  and  in  many  cases  is 
materially  inconvenienced  in  the  obtaining  of  them  by  being 
compelled,  as  at  present,  to  go  to  the  Chemist. 

I  would  again  point  out  that  no  danger  whatever  arises  in 
the  sale  of  these  articles  under  proper  restrictions  until  after 
they  get  into  the  possession  of  the  consumer. 

Many  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Horticultural  and  Agri- 
cultural Societies,  including  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society, 
the  Roval  Horticultural  Society,  and  the  Scottish  Chamber 
of  Agriculture,  have  passed  Resolutions  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  Clause  2  (1)  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  when 
the  matter  comes  up  again,  as  it  is  hoped  will  be  the  case 
during-  the  present  Session,  and  the  Government  re-presents 
the  Bill,  my  Society  trust  that  you  will  support  Clause  2  (1) 
of  such  Bill. 

I  bring  this  matter  to  your  attention  at  this  time  in  the  hopo 
that  you  will  see  your  way  to  assist  those  industries  in- 
terested in  the  question  by  getting  the  matter  pressed  to  the 
front.  I  am,  etc., 

Associated  with  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  in  the  conduct  of  the 
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Bill  is  Sir  Edward  Strachey,  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  has  put  down  the  following  motion  : 

"  After  second  reading  of  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  to 
move  :  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  fifteen  members ;  that  the  Committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records;  that  five  be  the  quorum." 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

This  Bill,  re-introduced  last  week  by  Mr.  Winfrey,  has 
been  printed  [An  epitome  of  it  is  given  on  p.  332.]  A  good 
deal  of  active  lobbying  is  going  on,  especially  on  behalf  of 
companies,  and  a  circular  of  "  criticisms  "  of  the  Bill  has 
been  sent  to  all  members,  the  text  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

There  are  certain  aspects  of  this  Measure  which  are  open  to 
criticism  by  those  who  honestly  differ  from  its  provisions, 
some  of  which  are  as  follows :  . 

The  second  Clause  is  evidently  directed  against  any  and 
every  Firm  or  Company  except  individual  registered  Chemists 
and  Druggists.  It  is  seriously  proposed  to  make  it  unlawful 
for  any  Person,  Company,  Firm,  Co-partnership,  or  body  of 
persons  to  sell  or  to  "negotiate"  or  "participate  in  the  sale 
by  retail  of  any  poisons  at  or  upon  any  place  other  than  an 
open  shop  registered."  Is  a  Traveller  or  other  Agent  to  be  for- 
bidden negotiating  an  order  from  an  Agriculturist  or  Nursery- 
man for  Sheep-dip,  Weed-killer,  or  Insecticide }  Surely  that 
would  be  an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the  liberty  of 
the  subject.  It  is  well  known  that  in  Rural  Districts  many 
Agents  take  orders  for  poisonous  compounds  required  for 
Agricultural  or  Horticultural  purposes,  and,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  Customer;  forward  the  same  to  the  Manufac- 
turer, who  sends  the  articles  in  properly  labelled  and  securely 
sealed  vessels  or  packages  direct  to  the  Customer.  _ 

The  well-known  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v. 
White  might  be  referred  to  in  this  connection.  The  case  was 
as  follows : 

White,  a  Nurseryman  and  Seedsman,  received  an  order  at  his 
shop  for  Weed-killer,  which  he  transmitted  to  the  Manufacturer, 
who  supplied  the  Customer  direct,  White  receiving  a  Commission 
for  forwarding-  the  order.  The  Court  of  Appeal  affirmed  that 
White  was  the  Agent  (or  pipe  or  channel)  through  whom  the  order 
was  sent. 

It  would  be  against  the  trend  of  modern  legislation  to 
endeavour  to  prevent  such  a  transaction  being  perfectly  legal, 
or  that  the  persons  who  take  order£  in  the  same  way  as  White 
should  be  deprived  of  their  Commission.  In  fact,  if  this  Bill 
was  allowed  to  become  law  it  would  be  unlawful  for  them  even 
to  forward  the  order,  and  the  Agriculturist  or  Horticulturist 
would  be  compelled  to  go  personally  to  the  Chemist's  shop 
for  such  articles  instead  of  to  the  more  practical  person,  the 
Nurseryman,  Seedsman,  or  Agricultural  Agent. 

Then,  again,  the  powers  proposed  to  be  conferred  upon  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  as  regards  the  regulations  to  be  made 
for  the  registration  of  shops  or  persons  are  such  as  would  be 
more  properly  discharged  by  a  public  department  than  by 
officials  of  a  body  that  would  naturally  be  prejudiced  in  a 
certain  direction. 

Clause  5  proposes  to  make  it  compulsory  for  all  shops  or 
buildings  which  are  registered  to  be  separately  rated  to  the 
poor.  This  seems  quite  superfluous.  What  sanctity  attaches 
to  the  poor-rate  assessment  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  Surely 
it  has  no  connection  with  the  sale  of  poison  or  medicine.  As 
everybody  knows,  it  has  been  quite  a  common  occurrence 
in  recent  years  for  palatial  hotels,  etc.,  to  be  erected,  the 
lower  rooms  of  which  adjacent  to  the  streets  are  let  out 
separately  as  shops,  and  the  usual  practice  is  for  the  entire 
building  to  be  assessed  to  the  poor-rate  and  for  the  shop 
rental  to  be  independent  of  rates.  In  the  case  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  or  Civil  Service  Stores,  where  the  Chemist's  De- 
partment is  only  part  of  one  particular  floor,  it  would  be  most 
difficu't,  if  not  well-nigh  impossible,  to  fairly  estimate  what 
the  assessment  should  be  for  so  many  square  yards  of  floor 
space. 

Clause  7  seems  unreasonable  and  unjust.  It  would  really 
require  that  one  or  more  Directors  of  Stores  in  which  there 
is  a  Chemist's  Department  should  themselves  be  qualified 
chemists,  although  such  Department  be  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  a  Registered  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Of  what 
possible  benefit  could  it  be  to  the  public — what  extra  pro- 
tection would  they  receive — should  such  a  provision  become 
law?  Is  a  Director,  forsooth,  to  test  the  strength  and  quality 
of  all  drugs  which  the  Company  sends  out  as  a  qualification 
for  holding  office  ?  It  would  be  obviously  unfair  for  Directors 
to  be  limited  in  the  manner  proposed.  From  the  point  of 
view  of  quality  of  poison  or  kind  of  medicine  dispensed,  the 
public  do  not  care  who  are  the  Directors  of  a  Company  so 
long  as  they  are  served  and  provided  for  medicinally  by  a 
dulv  qualified  Chemist.  If  a  whole  Board  of  Directors  were 
to  be  registered  as  Chemists  and  their  Registered  Dispenser 
sold  some  poisonous  compound  to  an  individual,  through 
whose  carelessness  such  compound  brought  about  a  fatality, 


what  possible  connection  could  such  Directors  have  with  so- 
unfortunate  a  result  ? 

To  conclude,  the  restrictive  nature  of  several  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  is  such  as  to  make  it  highly  probable  that 
it  will  meet  with  strong  opposition  on  the  part  of  all  those 
who,  while  fully  desirous  of  protecting  the  public,  decline  to 
continue,  much  less  extend,  the  monopoly  already  possessed 
by  Chemists. 

It  is  the  belief  of  many  that  the  object  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  promoting  this  Bill  is  only  for  the  benefit  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists,  and  the  plea  on  their  part  of  "  safety 
to  the  public  "  is  only  a  bogey. 

The  Legislature  should  act  not  in  the  interests  of  indi- 
viduals, but  for  the  convenience  and  benefit  of  the  public. 

X-ray  Tubes. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Galloway  Weir,  who  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  was  aware  that  the  Army 
Medical  Department  and  the  entire  medical  profession  in 
this  country  were  mainly  dependent  on  foreign  manu- 
facturers for  the  supply  of  tubes  for  x-ray  examinations, 
and  what  steps  he  proposed  to  take  so  that  the  United 
Kingdom  might  not  be  dependent  on  foreign  countries  for  a 
supply  in  the  event  of  war  with  a  Continental  Power,  Mr. 
Haldane  stated  that  x-ray  tubes  required  for  military 
supplies  are  purchased  from  contractors  in  this  country 
who  obtain  many  of  their  supplies  from  Continental  manu- 
facturers. The  few  glassblowers  in  this  country  who  make- 
x-ray  tubes  are  unable  at  the  present  time,  Mr.  Haldane 
pointed  out,  to  produce  tubes  in  sufficient  number  to  meet 
the  demand,  or  to  equal  in  quality  or  price  those  manu- 
factured abroad.  As,  in  the  case  of  the  Army,  these 
articles  would  be  used  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded,  Mr. 
Haldane  did  not  anticipate  that  they  would  be  considered 
contraband  in  the  event  of  war  with  a  Continental  Power. 
The  Sugar-tax. 

A  deputation  representing  the  National  Union  of  Mineral- 
water  Manufacturers'  Associations,  Ltd.,  and  the  leading 
aerated-water  manufacturers  of  the  Kingdom  waited  upon 
Mr.  Asquith  on  January  22,  to  urge  the  removal  of  the  tax 
on  sugar.  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  M.P.,  introduced  the 
deputation,  and  others  present  were  Messrs.  P.  W.  J.  Mac- 
kenzie (President  of  the  National  Association  of  Mineral- 
water  Manufacturers),  J.  J.  Ball  (R.  White  &  Sons, 
London),  John  Alabaster  (Batey  &  Sons,  Ltd.),  J.  Lither- 
land  (President  of  the  Manchester  Association),  T.  Stronach 
(President  of  the  Glasgow  Association),  T.  E.  Lewis  (Sec- 
retary of  the  South  Wales  Association),  W.  Davenport 
(Secretary  of  the  London  Association),  and  W.  Tooke 
(Leeds,  Secretary  of  the  National  Union  of  Mineral-water 
Manufacturers'  Associations).  The  deputationists,  in  turn, 
impressed  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  the 
whole  brunt  of  the  tax  had  fallen  upon  the  manufacturers 
and  is  ruining  the  industry.  Mr.  Asquith,  in  reply,  said 
he  had  stated  on  several  occasions  his  own  opinion  that  a 
tax  like  this  upon  sugar,  which  was  a  tax,  on  the  one  hand, 
on  what  had  become  a  necessary  of  life,  and,  upon  the  other 
hand,  a  tax  upon  the  raw  material  of  an  important  industry, 
was  one  that  any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  like- 
to  find  himself  in  a  position  to  do  without.  He  need  not 
point  out  that  it  was  impossible  for  anyone  responsible  for 
the  taxes  of  the  country  to  treat  particular  taxes  as  isolated 
and  in  watertight  compartments,  but  he  had  to  look  at  the 
system  of  taxation,  desirable  or  undesirable,  from  a  wider 
standpoint.  The  arguments  they  had  presented  would 
receive  the  most  careful  consideration,  fie  could  not,  of 
course,  give  any  pledge  of  any  sort,  direct  or  indirect,  as  to 
what  the  financial  arrangements  for  the  year  would  be,  but 
in  determining  what  those  arrangements  were  he  would  bear 
in  mind  what  they  had  said  to  him,  and  each  argument  they 
had  addressed  to  him  would  receive  its  due  measure  of 
attention. 


Great  Excitement  prevails  in  Johannesburg  owing  to 
the  arrest  of  Dr.  Kerr,  a  popular  medical  man,  on  a  charge 
of  attempting  to  perform  an  illegal  operation,  the  patient 
having  expired  under  chloroform. 
1  Saccharin-smuggling. — The  Customs  officials  at  Fried- 
richshafen  have  arrested  two  saccharin-smugglers  who  came' 
apparently  from  Bohemia.  They  bought  30  kilograms 
of  saccharin  in  Rohrschach  and  hid  it  next  their  bodies  on 
entering  Germany,  but,  "  owing  to  information  received," 
they  were  arrested  at  the  railway  station. 
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South  Bfrican  prooucts  £Lrbibrtkm. 

THIS  exhibition,  which  was  opened  by  the  King  and 
Queen  at  the  Royal  Horticultural  Hall  on  Saturday, 
February  23,  is  the  result  of  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
several  South  African  Governments,  who  have  brought 
together  a  remarkable  collection  of  exhibits,  which  will 
well  repay  a  visit  by  those  interested  in  South  Africa.  The 
object  of  the  exhibition  is  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of 
British  traders  and  public  the  capabilities  of  South  Africa 
as  a  producer,  in  order  to  create  a  market  in  this  country, 
and,  judging  from  the  amount  of  enthusiasm  displayed  at 
the  Press  luncheon  and  the  opening  ceremony,  its  success 
as  an  exhibition  is  practically  assured.  A  private  view  was 
afforded  previous  to  the  opening,  but,  as  is  not  unusual  on 
such  occasions,  the  display  was  incomplete,  and  information 
in  regard  to  many  of  the  various  products  was  unobtainable. 
All  five  Colonies— Cape  Colony,  Natal,  Transvaal,  Orange 
River  Colony,  and  Rhodesia — have  been  allotted  a  portion 
of  the  exhibition,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  Transvaal, 
the  exhibits  are  mainly  agricultural  products,  there  being 
little  of  direct  interest  to  the  drug-trade.  In  the 
Cape  Colony 

section  the  exhibits  are  in  great  variety,  including  fruits, 
wines  and  spirits,  wheat,  oats,  barley,  maize,  peas,  hay, 
wool,  mohair,  cotton,  ostrich  feathers,  jams,  butter,  bacon, 
tobacco,  cigarettes,  medicinal  herbs,  aloes,  argol,  buchu, 
beeswax,  honey,  saffron,  olive  oil,  etc. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  item  is  the  samples  of  Cape 
berry-wax,  about  which  we  have  already  published  several 
notes.  It  may  be  as  well,  however,  to  recapitulate  what  is 
known  of  this  product,  as  its  use  as  an  ingredient  in  soap 
and  candle  making  is  being  given  a  fair  trial.  The  Cape 
berry-wax  is  derived  from  Myrica  cordifolia,  one  of  the 
several  species  of  myrtle  wax,  and  grows  abundantly  on 
the  Cape  Flats  and  in  Somerset  West.  Considerable  quan- 
tities of  the  berries  are  annually  gathered  by  the  natives, 
who  dispose  of  them  to  the  farmers.  They  in  turn  express 
the  wax  from  the  berries  by  heating  and  pouring  the 
melted  wax  into  moulds,  its  value  being  then  about 
Zd.  per  lb.  The  representative  in  charge  of  the  ex- 
hibit informed  us  that  sales  of  such  wax  had  been 
made  at  about  33?.  per  ton,  but  the  difficulty  is  to 
obtain  regular  consignments,  there  being  no  organisa- 
tion for  procuring  the  wax  at  the  proper  season.  We 
understand  there  is  plenty  available,  and  that  when  its 
use  becomes  known  and  extended  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  regular  shipments.  Adjoining  the 
samples  of  wax  Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Ltd.,  exhibited 
samples  of  a  hard  white  curd  soap,  also  candles,  containing 
berry-wax  as  an  ingredient.  It  is  possible,  however,  most 
of  the  wax  will  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  curd  soaps, 
as  the  comparatively  low  melting-point  of  the  fatty  acids 
renders  the  material  unsuitable  for  candle-making,  although 
its  price  is  less  than  half  that  of  Japanese  vegetable  wax. 
Specimens  of  buchu-leaves  were  shown  by  Van  der  Byl 
&  Co. ,  of  Cape  Town,  comprising  the  three  species  which 
find  favour  on  this  side — Barosma  betulina,  B.  crenulata, 
and  B.  serratifolia.  The  betulina  or  official  buchu  is  chiefly 
brought  in  for  sale  from  the  Clanwilliam,  Calvinia,  and 
Piquetberg  districts.  B.  crenulata  ("oval"  buchu)  is 
found  all  along  the  Drakenstein  Range,  from  the  Hottentot 
Holland  Mountains  up  to  Tulbagh,  beyond  to  Clanwilliam, 
and  in  the  Worcester  division.  B.  serratifolia  (long  buchu) 
fetches  the  highest  price  m  Cape  Colony,  and  is  found  at 
Swellendam,  Genadendal,  Fransche  Hoek,  and  Paarl. 
Buchu,  it  appears,  was  introduced  into  England  about  a 
century  ago,  merely  as  a  little  flowering  shrub,  by  Francis 
Masson,  who  was  collecting  under  Sir  Joseph  Banks's 
directions  for  the  new  Royal  Garden,  then  the  property  of 
George  III.  It  long  ago  died  out  of  European  culture,  but 
some  years  ago  a  supply  of  seed  was  sent  to  Kew.  As  show- 
ing the  vicissitude  of  the  trade  in  buchu,  we  learn  that  in  1872 
the  exports  amounted  to  379,125  lb.,  and  of  this  one-sixth 
was  shipped  direct  to  the  United  States,  where  the  drug 
is  largely  used  by  the  vendors  of  proprietary  medicines. 
In  1873,  the  total  quantity  exported  was  400,000  lb.,  and 
of  this  60,000  lb.  was  for  America  ;  at  present  the  quantity  is 
much  less.    In  1892,  91,036  lb.  was  exported  to  the  U.K., 


38,714  lb.  to  the  U.S.A.,  and  158  lb.  to  Germany,  making  a 
total  of  129,908  lb.  (16,615?.)  ;  and  in  1905  the  quantity 
exported  was  231,122  lb.,  valued  at  5,505/.  The  first  ex- 
portations  to  London  took  place  in  1821.  Two  samples  of 
Cape  aloes  were  shown  by  Prince,  Vincent  &  Co.,  of  Cape 
Town,  and  Jecks  &  Co.,  of  Port  Elizabetn  ;  while  white  and' 
red  argol  was  exhibited  by  Van  der  Byl  &  Co.,  and  saffron 
from  Paarl  by  T.  G.  Alant,  but  no  information  was  given 
in  regard  to  these  products.  The  saffron,  however,  is  not 
likely  to  find  a  market  here,  a  large  portion  of  the  stamens- 
being  yellow  and  almost  odourless.  Among  the  medicinal 
herbs,  the  Agricultural  Department  of  Cape  Town  showed 
wild  dagga,  from  which  a  decoction  for  suppressing  rash 
in  measles  and  scarlatina  is  made  and  highly  valued  by  the 
natives.  Many  other  native  and  Dutch  remedies  are 
shown,  but  they  are  of  local  interest  only,  including 
Pharo  Bosch  (Bouchea  pinnati  folia),  a  decoction  of  which  is 
used  for  all  kinds  of  chest  complaints  and  the  early  stages  of 
consumption,  and  Spani  ool  {Solanum  supinmn),  used  exter- 
nally only  in  syphilis.  The 

Natal 

exhibits  are  representative  products  of  that  Colony,  and  con- 
sist of  many  kinds  of  fruit,  tea,  coffee,  arrowroot,  rubber, 
wattle-bark,  linseed,  sunflower-seed,  etc.  Arrowroot  is, 
however,  a  dying  industry,  as  the  low  price  and  popularity 
of  St.  Vincent  arrowroot  render  its  cultivation  unprofitable 
in  Natal.  H.  Illing,  of  Ladysmith,  shows  prepared  Natal 
aloes,  but  the  sample  was  of  dull  brown  colour  and  almost 
flavourless.  Such  aloes  is  not  likely  to  find  a  ready  and 
profitable  market  here.  One  of  the  leading  industries  of 
Natal  is  black  wattle  (Acacia  mollissima) ,  many  samples 
of  which  were  shown.  The  area  under  wattle  is  now  about 
100,000  acres,  and  the  value  about  61.  per  ton.  So  far,  the 
material  shipped  has  mostly  gone  to  Continental  Europe, 
as  the  English  and  American  tanners  decline  to  put  down 
plant  to  deal  with  it ;  the  value  of  the  exports  last  year  was 
102,600/.    From  the 

Transvaal 

come  gold,  diamonds,  coal,  copper,  tin,  salt,  tobacco, 
cotton,  cereals,  and  samples  of  oils  prepared  at  the  Alpha 
Oil-mills,  Daspoort,  Pretoria,  with  specimens  of  the  seeds 
from  which  the  oils  are  obtained.  These  include  castor, 
ground-nut,  cotton-seed,  sunflower,  and  linseed  oils  ;  also 
oilcake  and  specimens  of  the  various  plants.  If  the  prices 
are  right  these  oils  should  find  a  ready  demand  here.  The 

Orange  River  Colony 
sends  a  miscellaneous  collection,  of  which  agricultural 
produce  is  the  leading  feature,  especially  wool.    Coal  is 
likely  to  be  an  important  item  in  this  Colony.   The  exhibits 
from 

Rhodesia 

are  among  the  finest  in  the  show,  including  excel- 
lent specimens  of  cereals,  tobacco,  wool,  cotton, 
timber,  rubber,  vegetable-oil  products,  etc.  The  oil  class 
includes  ground-nuts  and  the  oil,  castor  oil,  and  sunflower- 
seeds.  Tobacco  is  likely  to  become  an  important  crop,  that 
raised  from  Turkish  seed  having  already  found  a  sale  here. 

One  of  the  strongest  features  of  the  Exhibition  is  the 
fine  selections  of  vegetables  and  fruits  shown.  When  the- 
Queen  went  round  last  Saturday  she  was  particularly  struck 
with  some  fine  carrots,  picked  up  a  large  one.  and,  putting 
it  into  her  muff,  said  to  Sir  Pieter  Bam  (still  in  his  first* 
blush  of  knighthood),  "  I'll  take  it  home." 


Only  German  Goods. — The  Cologne  authorities  are  in- 
creasing their  supervision  of  the  Dutch-German  frontier 
because  of  an  alleged  habit  the  German  doctors  contiguous 
thereto  have  of  getting  considerable  supplies  of  medical 
goods  from  the  Dutch  side  of  the  border. 

Mr.  Magnus,  of  John  M.  Crosswell  &  Co.,  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  in  a  letter  to  the  Tasmanian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Co. 
dated  February  5.  states  that  the  entire  business  was  de- 
stroyed and  burnt  about  twelve  hours  after  the  earthquake. 
Mr.  Magnus  and  his  family  escaped,  but  his  brother  was 
killed.  The  incident  with  the  Governor  and  the  U.S.A. 
admiral  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  local  police  could  not 
help  Mr.  Magnus  to  open  his  safe,  and  the  American' 
marines  did.  While  they  were  at  the  job  the  Governor 
came  in. 
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Cbemical  Society. 


A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thursday 
evening,  February  21,  the  chair  being  taken  by  the 
President  (Professor  R.  Meldola,  F.E.S.),  who  had  an 
unusually  long  list  of 

Announcements 
to  make.  He  first  referred  to  the  loss  the  Society  had 
sustained  in  the  death  of  their  Honorary  Fellow,  Professor 
Henri  Moissan,  then  mentioned  that  a  gift  of  1,000/.  to  the 
Research  Fund  had  been  received  from  the  Mercers'  Com- 
pany, and  lastly,  in  his  capacity  as  Chairman  of  the  Perkin 
Memorial  Committee,  he  announced  that  the  bust  of  Sir 
W.  H.  Perkin  had  new  been  placed  in  the  Society's  rooms. 
It  was  further  mentioned  that  an  extraordinary  meeting 
will  be  held  in  June  next,  when  Professor  J.  B.  Farmer  will 
deliver  an  address  on  "  Some  Border  Problems  in  Botany." 
Reference  was  also  made  to  the  anniversary  dinner  of  the 
Society,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Metropole  on 
March  22,  when  Professor  Emil  Fischer  and  Dr.  George 
Lunge  have  announced  their  intention  of  being  present. 
The  former  has  also  promised  to  give  an  account  of  his 
recent  work  on  polypeptides  at  the  anniversary  meeting,  to 
be  held  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  reading  of  papers,  the  President 
read  the  list  of  officers  proposed  by  the  Council  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  most  important  changes  are  that  Sir  W. 
Ramsay  is  to  be  President;  Dr.  Horace  Brown,  Foreign 
Secretary ;  Sir  A.  Pedler  is  to  be  made  a  Vice-President ; 
while  Dr.  Le  Sueur  and  Dr.  Hopkinson  become  members  of 
Council. 

The  first  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Tuck,  and  de- 
scribed the  application  of  spectroscopic  methods  to  the 
determination  of 

The  Constitution  of  Oxyazo  Compounds. 
The  results  go  to  show  that  the  para-oxyazo  compounds 
have  the  true  azo-structure  both  in  neutral  and  acid  solution, 
while  the  ortho  compounds  have  the  azo-form  in  neutral 
solution  but  pass  into  the  isomeric  quinonehydrazones  on 
solution  in  acids. 

The  Study  of  Intramolecular  Change 
was  the  subject  of  the  second  paper,  communicated  by  Dr. 
Patterson  and  Mr.  A.  McMillan.  These  authors  have  in- 
vestigated the  influence  of  dynamic  isomerides  such  as  the 
benzaldoximes  and  acetaldoximes  on  the  optical  rotation  of 
ethyl  tartrate,  and  find  that  it  is  quite  easy  in  this  way  to 
study  the  gradual  change — e.g.,  of  the  syn  into  the  anti- 
benzaldoxime ;  or,  as  Dr.  Patterson  put  it,  to  "see  the 
atoms  wagging  their  tails."  This  investigation  has  a  special 
interest  for  pharmacists,  since  it  will  be  remembered  that 
the  dynamic  isomerism  of  benzaldoxime  and  acetoxime  was 
first  fully  investigated  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Research  Laboratory  by  Professor  Dunstan  and  his 
colleagues. 

Other  Papers. 

Dr.  George  Senter,  a  former  Bell  Scholar  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  was  the  author  of  the  next  paper,  which 
gave  an  account  of  the  action  of  water  and  alkali  hydroxides 
on  monochloracetic  acid  and  its  salts.  The  most  interesting 
point  raised  was  that  the  rate  of  replacement  of  chlorine  by 
hydroxyl  in  these  compounds  is  accelerated  by  the  presence 
of  neutral  salts. — Dr.  E.  F.  Armstrong,  who  has  done  some 
similar  work  with  Mr.  Caldwell  on  the  hydrolysis  of  cane- 
sugar,  attempted  a  criticism  of  Dr.  Senter's  method  of 
making  up  his  solutions  for  this  investigation,  and  con- 
tended that  a  definite  quantity  of  the  salt  should  be  added' 
to  a  definite  volume  of  water.  Dr.  Senter,  in  his  reply, 
pointed  out  that  this  method  might  answer  in  the  case  of 
such  an  "abnormally  normal"  substance  as  sugar,  which 
does  not  contract  on  solution,  but  that  in  most  cases  there 
is  a  large  contraction,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  follow  Dr. 
Armstrong's  prescription  without  making  serious  mistakes. 

The  last  paper  was  read  by  Messrs.  Hall  and  Gimingham, 
and  gave  a  fuller  account  of  the  results  they  have  already 
described  at  the  last  British  Association  meeting  on  the 
action  of  ammonium  salts  on  soils. 

During  the  evening  a  ballot  for  the  election  of  Fellows 
was  taken,  and  the  following  gentlemen  connected  with 


pharmacy  were  elected  :  J.  T.  Cart,  Ph.C,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne;  G.  Lunan,  Ph.C,  Edinburgh;  and  F.  G.  P.  Remfry, 
B.A.,  D.Sc.  The  last-mentioned  is  a  member  of  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  scientific  staff. 


£raoe  IRotes. 


Platinum-pin  Teeth  have  again  been  advanced  in  price, 
owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  platinum,  the  last  rise  bring, 
ing  prices  up  to  double  what  they  were  this  time  last  year. 

Asthma  Remedies. — Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  Artillery 
Lane,  London.  E.,  are  making  a  reciprocal  offer  of  two  new- 
asthma  remedies — Liana  cough-balsam  and  Potter's  asthma- 
pills.  An  offer  of  window-bills  and  circulars  is  made  in 
our  advertising  columns. 

Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Build- 
ings, London,  E.C.,  inform  us  that  they  have  a  small  surplus 
of  Wellcome's  Chemist's  Diaries  for  1907,  which  they  would 
be  happy  to  send  to  chemists'  assistants  who  have  not  yet 
received  copies.  Requests  should  be  countersigned  by 
principals. 

First-aid  Cases. — With  a  view  to  helping  the  sale  of 
their  First-aid  cases  by  chemists,  Messrs.  Cuxson.  Gerrard 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  Crown  Buildings,  Corporation  Street,  Bir- 
mingham, are  offering  to  supply  attractive  card-folders  for 
counter  distribution.  The  cases  sell  at  from  5s.  (domestic 
size)  to  45s.  for  the  largest  size  used  in  works. 

"  Field  to  Dairy." — This  book,  by  Mr.  W.  Shepperson, 
of  Keeps,  Ltd..  24-26  Holborn,  London,  E.C.,  has  reached 
a  second  edition,  and  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
a  chapter  on  "Butter-making  on  the  Farm,"  a  glossary  of 
dairying  terms,  and  an  article  on  Warranties.  It  is  a  book 
which  chemists  in  agricultural  districts  will  find  useful  for 
their  own  information  and  for  sale  to  their  customers. 

Capsules. — Messrs.  Richard  Gibbins  &  Co.,  wholesale 
chemists.  Burghley  Street  Works,  Derby,  submit  samples 
of  their  flexible  gelatin  capsules.  These  are  sandalwood 
oil  (nix.),  copaiba  (rnx.),  and  cascara  (fl.  ext.  5SS.).  The 
first  two  varieties  are  put  up  in  round  metal  boxes,  whilst 
the  cascara  capsules  are  in  flat  cardboard  boxes  with  pleated 
divisions,  each  package  having  a  space  for  the  name  and 
address  of  the  retailer.  The  capsules  are  well  finished  and 
hand-made. 

Protected. — The  additions  to  the  P.A.T.A.  protected- 
list  in  February  include  Allan's  Child-ine ;  Amoroma ; 
Armour's  Supertar  Shampoo-soap ;  Barnett's  Opoponax, 
Eau-de-Cologne,  and  other  perfumes;  Budden's  balsam  of 
horehound  and  coltsfoot;  Denoual's  pine-needle  pastilles; 
Kax  Co.'s  preparations;  liquid  somatose;  Koko  Co.'s  Dark 
Swan  hair  colour;  Knrem  corn-shields;  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.'s  preparations  (additional);  Powell's  tonic;  Rheumsol 
bath-salts ;  and  Dr.  Stohl's  preparations. 

New  Lists. — On  opening  a  budget  of  matter  which  we 
this  week  received  from  Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp, 
Ltd.,  34  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  we  found  it  to  contain 
copies  of  their  new  sundry  and  packed-drug  lists  and 
circulars  referring  to  special  products.  The  sundries  list 
covers  the  whole  range  of  goods  usually  stocked  or  used  by 
chemists,  with  the  exception  of  drugs  and  patents ;  whilst 
the  packed-drug  list  embraces  all  the  counter  specialities 
that  can  be  offered  ready  put  up.  These  lists  are  obtain- 
able on  application  by  any  C.  tfc  D.  subscribers. 

An  Inexpensive  Enema. — An  indiarubber  enema  of  good 
quality  which  is  also  cheap  is  a  desideratum.  This  Messrs. 
Lynch  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Silver  Street,  Falcon  Square,  London, 
E.C.,  claim  to  be  able  to  supply.  Certainly  an  enema  (in 
box  with  rectal  and  vaginal  pipe  and  shield  complete)  which 
sells  readily  at  4,s.  6d.  and  costs  Is.  Qd.  shows  an  enviable 
profit,  and  the  attractions  of  the  article  are  further  en- 
hanced by  the  fact  that  each  enema  is  fitted  with  a  sucker 
attached  to  the  delivery-tube,  which  prevents  the  with- 
drawal of  the  tube  from  the  fluid  while  the  injection  is 
being  administered  and  safeguards  against  the  injection  of 
air. 

"Business  Building"  is  the  appropriate  title  of  a 
booklet  which  Mr.  Bernard  Slack,  "Business  Builder,"  of 
319  High  Street,  West  Bromwich,  has  just  issued.   It  deals 
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with  Mr.  Slack's  system  of  developing  the  various  branches 
of  a  chemist's  business,  about  which  particulars  will  be 
obtained  by  direct  communication  with  the  author.  The 
booklet  is  tastefully  printed  by  Gripton  &  Slack,  of  West 
Bromwich.  Mr.  Slack  also  sends  an  illustration  of  Slack's 
toothbrush-stand,  an  oak  display-stand  calculated  to  boom 
toothbrush  business.  The  price  of  the  stand  is  2s.  net 
(2s.  7>d.  post  free),  and  is  obtainable  from  all  the  sundries 
nouses.   The  stand  is  said  to  be  going  well  among  chemists. 

New  Plasmon  Biscuits. — We  have  received  from  In- 
ternational Plasmon,  Ltd.,  66a  Farringdon  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  samples  of  the  biscuits  which  are  now  being 
made  for  them  by  Messrs.  Mackenzie  &  Mackenzie,  of 
Edinburgh.  The  varieties  include  plain,  sweet,  assorted, 
fancy,  oat,  and  wafer  biscuits,  packed  in  1-lb.  or  2-lb.  tins, 
and  crackers  in  cabinet-tins  and  5-lb.  packets.  The 
biscuits  are  beautifully  crisp  and  their  flavour  excellent, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  the  oat  biscuit,  which  is  made 
from  Plasmon  oats.  The  soluble  proteid  (Plasmon)  con- 
tained in  these  biscuits  gives  them  a  nutrient  value  which 
makes  them  very  suitable  for  stocking  by  chemists  to 
whom  the  public  go  for  other  Plasmon  specialities.  Samples 
will  be  sent  to  any  subscriber  on  application. 

"A  Tempting  Bait." — Another  of  the  Bovril  bonus  pic- 
tures has  just  been  issued,  and  it  is  quite  up  to,  if  not  in 
advance  of,  its  predecessors.  It  is  a  gravure-reproduction 
of  "A  Tempting  Bait,"  by  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Elsley — a  charm- 
ing oil-painting  in  last  year's  Academy.  The  work  of  repro- 
duction has  been  excellently  done.  The  gravure  measures 
28  by  19^  inches,  it  is  printed  on  fine  plate  paper  40  by 
30  inches,  and  is  quite  free  from  advertising  matter.  Details 
of  the  coupon  scheme  by  means  of  which  prints  of  this 
excellent  gravure  may  be  secured  will  be  obtained  by  com- 
municating with  Bovril,  Ltd..  Old  Street,  London,  E.C.  ; 
and  it  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  many  chemists  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  securing  so  excellent 
a  specimen  of  the  engraver's  art  by  the  simple  expedient 
of  selling  a  popular  meat-extract. 

Finger-stall  Teats. — These  drawings  represent  the 
front  and  side  aspects  of  two  teats  which  Messrs.  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons,  7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.C,  first 
made  in  August  last  for  Dr.  T.  F.  Pedley,  of  Rangoon,  to 


meet  his  views  in  regard  to  the  malformation  of  the  palates 
of  infants.  They  have  stocked  them  since  December  last, 
and  are  able  to  supply  in  any  quantity  for  O.F.  feeders.  The 
drawings  are  half-size  of  the  original,  and  show  side  and 
front  views. 

Expressed  Almond  Oil. — At  the  present  time  expressed 
oil  of  almonds  is  at  a  high  figure  and  will  probably  be  higher. 
One  result  of  this  is  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  very  sus- 
picious so-called  almond  oil  on  the  market.  So  far  as  the 
Pharmacopoeia  tests  are  concerned,  it  almost  comes  within 
the  recognised  limits,  but  is  doubtful  in  one  or  more  par- 
ticulars. There  is  also  on  the  market  large  quantities  of 
oil  which  bear  the  name  oleum  amygdala,  but  which  are  inno- 
cent of  acquaintance  with  the  almond.  In  such  circumstances 
it  behoves  pharmacists  and  other  users  of  the  pure  article 
to  be  careful  in  their  purchases,  and  we  would  commend  to 
their  attention  the  almond  oil  made  by  Messrs.  Stafford 
Allen  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Cowper  Street,  Finsbury,  London, 
E.C,  which  is  guaranteed  to  be  expressed  from  almonds  on 
the  firm's  own  premises.  Its  purity  throughout  more  than 
two  generations  of  use  has  made  this  oil  of  world-wide 
reputation.  It  answers  the  tests  of  the  British,  German, 
and  United  States  Pharmacopoeias. 

P.  D.  Spraying  Apparatus.— The  "  Glaseptic  "  nebuliser 
and  the  "Glaseptic"  spray  recently  introduced  by  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  111  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London, 
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E.C,  have  points  that  will  be  appreciated  by  pharmacist, 
physician,  and  patient.  They  are  both  simply  constructed 
and  easily  manipulated  (each  apparatus  being  in  a  piece), 
there  is  no  chance  of  metallic  combination  (both  being  all 
glass),  and  oxidation  of  the  inhalation  liquid  is  prevented 
by  simply  corking  the  apparatus  when  not  in  use.  The 
nebuliser  produces  a  very  fine  "cloud"  with  solutions 
having  an  oily  base,  with  aqueous  or  with  alcoholic  solu- 
tions. The  nebuliser  is  supplied  with  a  throat-piece  which 
only  requires  to  be  fitted  over  the  neck,  otherwise  used  for 
nasal  applications.  The  "Glaseptic"  spray  does  not  give 
so  fine  a  spray  as  the  nebuliser.  While  primarily  intended 
for  the  topical  application  of  aqueous  or  alcoholic  solutions, 
it  may  be  used  with  oils  of  a  light  specific  gravity.  The 
liquid  for  use  is  introduced  through  a  small  neck  which  is 
closed  with  a  cork  stopper.  Both  nebuliser  and  spray  are 
supplied  either  plain  or  graduated,  and  the  fittings  are  of 
the  best  quality  English-made  red  rubber. 


Business  Cbanoes, 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements^ 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  E.  E.  Grimwade,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Mr.  J.  Butler  Davis,  at  28  Montpelier 
Vale,  Blackheath. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Baker  has  taken  over  the  business  at  573 
Manchester  Road,  Bradford,  formerly  carried  on  as 
Walton's  Drug-stores. 

Mr.  W.  Bowek-Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business  of  Mr.  R.  Jones  at  Broad  Street, 
Chipping  Sodbury,  Glos. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Stephenson,  334  Alfreton  Road,  Nottingham, 
has  bought  the  business  at  Berridge  Road,  Sherwood  Rise, 
Nottingham,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Cousens, 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Messrs.  Dinneford  &  Co.,  180  New  Bond  Street, 
London,  W.,  announce  that  owing  to  the  expiration  of  the 
lease  of  their  premises  they  are  giving  up  the  retail  busi- 
ness, transferring  that  branch  to  Messrs.  Savory  &  Moore, 
Ltd.,  143  New  Bond  Street,  W.  The  wholesale  side  of  the 
business  (Dinneford's  magnesia  and  horsehair  friction- 
gloves)  will  be  continued  as  hitherto  at  Foley  Works,  the 
postal  address  (after  March  1)  being  17  Mortimer  Street, 
London,  W.  The  historic  associations  of  this  house  were 
dealt  with  fully  in  the  C.  &  I).,  February  2,  p.  195. 


t£rafce*marfts  HppKefc  fov> 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  appli- 
cations should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.  B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7,  cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  13,  1907.) 
"  Larvee  "  ;  for  a  moth-preventive.    By  W.  Pitfield,  4  Foun- 
tain Street,  Manchester.  289,057. 
"  Anticollamin  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.    By  T.  Kleffner, 

Holtenauerstrasse  6,  Kiel,  Germany.  279,476. 
"  Invigbo  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3,  excluding  bath-salts. 

By  Giant  Oxie  Co.,  Augusta,  Maine,  U.S.A.  288,438. 
"Kax";   for  chemicals  in  Class  3.    By  S.  R.  Beresford, 

10  Hyde  Park  Gate,  London,  W.  288,465. 
"  Pectar  " ;    for   medicated    lozenges.    By    R.    F.  Roper, 

34  Tavistock  Road,  Plymouth.  288,506. 
"  Rheumuric  "  ;     for    a    remedy.     By    W.    C.  Harvey, 

166  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow.  288,796. 
"  Tulise  " ;   for  a  medical  preparation.    By  Roborat  Co., 

27a  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E.C.  288,882. 
"  Xaxaquin  "  ;    for  chemicals   in   Class  3.    By  Burroughs 

Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  E.C. 

289,334. 

"Akrol";    for  chemicals  in   Class  3.     By  Thompson  & 
Capper,  51  Piccadilly,  Manchester.  289,406. 
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Zhc  Winter  Session  of  Cbemists'  associations. 


Association  Presidents. 

Considering  the  proximity  of  Birkenhead  to  the  great  sea- 
port city  on  the  Mersey  and  the  existence  in  the  latter  of  the 

oldest  association  of  chemists 
in  England,  it  may  strike  the 
stranger  as  remarkable  that 
the  district  in  and  around  Bir- 
kenhead should  be  repre- 
sented by  a  distinct  associa- 
tion. But  when  one  looks  into 
the  matter,  one  finds  that  the 
circumstances  suggest  that  an 
association  is  needful  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Mersey,  and 
certainly  since  the  Birken- 
head and  Wirral  Association 
was  started  it  has  done  much 
to  promote  friendly  feeling 
and  social  intercourse  among 
the  chemists  of  the  district. 
Mr.  Arthur  Henry  Elli- 
thorne,  who  now  presides  over 
its  destinies  and  is  putting  it 
through  a  successful  session, 
has  been  in  business  in  Bir- 
kenhead for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  passed  the  Minor  in 
April  1885,  and  in  December  1886  purchased  a  business  in  the 
town  from  Dr.  Charles  Symes.  In  September  1902  he  opened 
a  pharmacy  at  26  Wellington  Boad,  Oxton,  Birkenhead,  and 
is_  as  devoted  to  pharmacy  within  his  shop-walls  as  in  the 
higher  sphere  in  which  he  serves  his  confreres. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  last  week's  meeting  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel,  Mr.  A.  Atkin- 
son (President)  in  the  chair,  an  interesting  paper  on  Astro- 
nomy was  read  by  Mr.  George  Weston,  who  illustrated  his 
remarks  by  numerous  charts  and  diagrams  drawn  by  himself. 

Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  took  place  on  February  26 
at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax,  Mr.  W.  E.  Smithers 
presiding.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Percy  Swire)  was  re- 
quested to  attend  the  annual  dinner  of  the  West  Riding 
Federation  on  behalf  of  the  Association.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  a  whist-drive,  social,  and  entertainment  on  March  14 
■at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  the  arrangements  to  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  President,  the  Secretary,  and  Messrs. 
Dixon,  Hebden,  and  Thompson.  The  President  inti- 
anated  that  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant  and  Mr.  Dewhirst  have 
undertaken  to  deliver  lectures  to  the  members  during  the 
■session. 

Peterborough  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
■on  February  21,  the  President,  Mr.  C.  Bayley  (Uppingham), 
an  the  chair.  The  reports  of  the  Secretaries  and  the  Trea- 
surer were  passed  and  were  considered  satisfactory. 

Elections. — The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  :  President,  Mr.  F.  W.  Whitwell  (Peter- 
borough) ;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  T.  M.  Baxter  (Bourne), 
Mr.  W.  R.  Girling  (Wisbech),  Mr.  J.  E.  Saunders  (Peter- 
"borough)  ;  Council,  Messrs.  J.  Barton,  J.  W.  Bodger,  T.  I. 
Calcutt,  J.  Farr,  H.  E.  Noble,  F.  Oldham,  and  Frank  A. 
'Sturton ;  Hon.  Solicitor,  Mr.  W.  H.  Sturton ;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  E.  Saunders  ;  Hon.  Auditor,  Mr.  J.  Sim- 
mons ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  John  W.  Hall.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  retiring  President  (Mr.  C.  Bayley), 
•who  expressed  regret  that  his  term  of  office  had  expired. 

The  annual  dinner,  held  on  the  same  day,  is  reported  on 
p.  343. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  St.  Bride  Insti- 
tute, Ludgate  Circus,  London,  E.C.,  on  February  27,  Mr. 
Hermann  C.  T.  Gardner  (Chaiiman  of  Council)  presiding. 
There  was  a  fair  attendance,  including  a  sprinkling  of 
ladies,  and  Mr.  Frank  Goldby  gave  a  lecture  on  "  Colour- 
photography,"  illustrated  with  lantern-views.  Mr.  Goldby 
described  the  methods  of  working  the  colour-process,  and 
Ms  illustrations  of  flowers,  fruit,  landscape,  and  pictorial 


subjects  were  much  applauded.  After  exhausting  his  colour- 
slides,  Mr.  Goldby  proceeded  to  show  slides  that  he  had 
prepared  of  photographs  taken  during  various  Continental 
tours.  Beginning  with  Rhineland,  he  took  his  audience 
(pictorially)  to  the  source  of  the  Rhine,  into  Switzerland, 
and  over  the  Alps  into  Italy.  At  the  close  of  the  lecture 
very  hearty  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Goldby,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Duff. 

Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  President's  residence,  122  King's 
Road,  Brighton,  on  Thursday,  February  21,  at  9  p.m. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C.S.,  presided.  Among  those  present 
were  Messrs.  W.  W.  Savage,  C.  S.  Ashton,  J.  Padwick, 
I.  R.  Padwick,  A.  Hall,  H.  M.  Black,  W.  R.  Cook,  C.  G. 
Yates,  A.  J.  Franklin,  C.  E.  Robinson,  N.  G.  Beck  (Burgess 
Hill),  and  C.  A.  Blarney.  Correspondence  was  read,  in- 
cluding letters  from  Mr.  E.  Villiers,  M.P.,  and  E.  A. 
Ridsdale,  M.P..  re  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  Mr.  C.  E.  Robinson 
was  appointed  delegate  to  attend  the  meeting  at  Bloomsbury 
Square  on  Wednesday,  February  27.  Mr.  Howie's  offer  to 
give  a  lecture  before  the  Association  was  accepted  with 
thanks,  and  March  21  was  selected  as  the  date.  Mr.  J. 
Williamson's  invitation  to  a  cinematograph  entertainment 
and  tea  was  also  accepted.  The  report  of  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Franklin)  of  the  whist-drive  and  dance  was  re- 
ceived, and  he  and  his  colleagues  were  cordially  thanked. 
There  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  11.  5s.,  which  Mr.  Franklin 
proposed  should  form  a  nucleus  for  an  offering  towards  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  The  claims  of  this  fund  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  those  present,  and  they  were  asked  to  make 
an  effort  to  get  more  subscribers.  One  member  promised  to 
call  upon  the  assistants  in  the  town  in  order  to  enlist  their 
practical  support.  Several  other  matters  of  importance  to 
members  were  discussed.  The  President,  with  his  usual 
hospitality,  entertained  the  members,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent. 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 

A  Council-meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  St. 
Bride  Institute,  London,  E.C.,  on  February  27.  There 
were  present  Messrs.  Bunker,  Higgs  (Treasurer),  Horsey, 
Caesar,  Woolley,  and  Cuff  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Crosland)  was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to 
illness.   The  following  were  elected  : 


"Membees. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Barlow   

Mr.  T.  B.  Cornfoot  

Mr.  G.  H.  Haines  

Mr.  A.  Pratt  

Mr.  J.  Rennie 

Mr.  J.  Rose  

Mr.  W.  H.  Scott  

Mr.  E.  F.  Strickland 

Associates. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Boreham 
Mr.  W.  J.  Fisk   


Burnley. 
Heme  Bay. 
Greenwich.  S.E. 
West  Kilburn. 
Blackburn. 
Urmston. 
Sandy. 

Chiswick,  W. 


Manor  Park,  E. 
Harringay,  N. 

The  arrangements  for  holding  the  annual  meeting  and 
for  representing  the  Society  at  the  Chemists'  Exhibition 
were  remitted  to  the  Library  Committee.  The  rest  of  the 
business  was  of  a  formal  character. 

An  evening  meeting  was  held  at  the  St.  Bride  Institute 
on  the  same  date.  Mr.  Crosland  (the  President),  who  was 
unable,  owing  to  illness,  to  take  the  chair,  telegraphed  his 
regret.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  G.  S.  Durrant 
(Hertford),  H.  F.  Hodgson  (Brentford),  Frederick  Harvey 
(Surbiton),  G.  E.  Houghton  (Margate),  J.  A.  Stooke  (Gil- 
lingham),  W.  Gray  (Walthamstow),  T.  W.  Thomas,  E.  C. 
Strickland,  D.  W.  Pulpher,  and  Miss  E.  E.  Mackinney. 
Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff  (the  Hon.  Secretary)  filled  the  gap 
admirably  by  initiating  a  general  discussion  on  various 
optical  problems,  answering  questions  and  suggesting  solu- 
tions. It  was  agreed  that  with  eyes  differing  as  much  as 
2D  the  lenses  must  fully  meet  the  separate  requirements,  but 
with  smaller  differences  it  is  permissible  to  compromise  or 
even  ignore  the  variation.  A  lengthy  discussion  followed 
on  muscle-testing  and  muscular  troubles,  such  as  squint, 
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and  their  treatment  with  weak  prisms.  Mr.  Cuff  cited 
several  cases  from  his  own  experience  in  which  glasses  were 
only  tolerated  or  improvement  effected  when  weak  prisms 
were  used.  He  thought  the  value  of  prisms  is  not  suffi- 
ciently appreciated ;  the  difficulty  of  working  out  the 
reasons  for  their  effects  is  great,  but  he  believed  that  squint, 
for  instance,  might  be  lessened  or  cured  if  it  were  possible 
to  nearly  correct  it  with  prisms  gradually  weakened. 

The  meeting  afterwards  resolved  into  an  animated  and 
informal  discussion  over  the  coffee. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

The  meeting  which  was  held  in  the  large  dining-hall 
of  the  Hotel  Metropole,  Leeds,  on  Thursday  evening, 
February  21,  was  a  record  one  in  the  Association's  history. 
Chairs  had  been  placed  for  250,  but  by  9  o'clock  there  were 
none  vacant,  and  a  few  late-comers  were  content  to  stand. 
For  some  years  members  of  the  Association  have  urged  Mr. 
Fred  Reynolds  to  give  them  a  lantern-lecture  on  some  phar- 
maceutical topic,  and  this  was  the  result — Mr.  Reynolds 
supplying  the  lantern  and  the  pictures,  and  Mr.  Peter 
MacEwan,  Editor  of  the  C.  <b  D.,  the  lecture.  Strict 
formality  was  divorced  from  the  proceedings  by  making 
the  meeting  a  "smoker,"  and  Mr.  Reynolds  had  further 
outlet  for  his  wit  by  getting  a  piper  to  play  in  the  pre- 
sidential party  in  Caledonian  style,  the  claymore  which 
Mr.   Pollitt  carried  afterwards  being  used   for  Ghillie 
Callum  which  opened  the  proceedings.    It  was  stated  that 
the  lecture  was  to  be  on  "Ancient  Pictures  by  a  Modern 
Artist,"  but  the  lecturer  called  it  "  The  Art  of  Pharmacy," 
in  so  far  as  the  pictures  were  of  the  men  and  methods  of 
our  craft  as  portrayed  by  Mr.  Reynolds.     There  were 
seventy  slides,  most  of  them  drawn  on  glass  by  the  artist, 
and  the  rest  photographed  from  his  drawings  or  prints  of 
them.    They  began  with  Mr.  Reynolds'  first  published 
picture  [C.  cb  D.,  December  15,  1883),  showing  how  opium 
is  produced.    The  artist  was  then  a  Bloomsbury  student, 
and  the  picture  was  drawn  to  convince  the  examiners  that 
he  knew  all  about  opium.    A  series  of  portrait  sketches  of 
Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  and  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  served  to 
reveal  incidents  in  the  artist's  career,  but  particularly  the 
most  stirring  political  events  in  pharmacy  during  the  last 
two  decades  of  last  century.  The  artist's  inventive  faculty 
was  next  illustrated  with  his  pepsin-process,  published  in 
the  C.  &  D.  in  1885,  this  invol  ving  the  use  of  a  live  pis;, 
which  is  used  over  and  over  again  by  a  centrifugal  method"; 
this  was  practically  demonstrated  by  lantern.    After  a  few 
botanical  problems  had  been  exhibited,  the  lecturer  showed 
the  artist's  designs  for  beautifying  Bloomsbury,  and  others 
which  depicted  phases  (chiefly  commercial  and  economical) 
in  theevery-day  life  of  the  pharmacist,  ending  with  that 
condition  in  which 


ained, 


Unto  each  dispensing-counter  a  tame  lawyer  must  ba  ch 
And  on  order  or  prescription  his  opinion  be  obtained. 
This  naturally  brought  in  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  with  some 
amusing  pictures  and  homely  remarks  about  the  P.A.T.A., 
CD. A.,  and  stamped-medicine  difficulties.  And  so  the 
lantern  took  the  company  once  more  through  stirring  events 
of  recent  times,  and  the  series  finished  with  a  selection 
from  the  Birds  of  Passage,  otherwise  the  Pharmaceutical 
Aviary.  It  was  a  merry  time  while  it  lasted,  and  at  the 
conclusion  Mr.  Pollitt  called  upon  Mr.  R.  Broadhead,  of 
Batley,  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks,  which  he  did  gracefully 
and  Dr.  Gabriel,  medical  officer  of  health  for  Keighley,  in 
seconding,  said  it  was  the  most  entertaining  evening  he  had 
spent  for  a  long  time.  We  understand  that  many  "medical 
men  were  present,  and  there  were  also  representatives  from 
chemists  associations  in  Bradford,  Dewsbury,  Hudders- 
field  and  Keighley.  At  the  President's  table  were  Mr 
F.  W,  Branson,  Mr.  Bowman  (Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.), 
Mr.  Darnells  (Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.),  Mr.  Wilson  (Harro- 
gate), and  Mr.  Rhodes  (Mirfield). 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  London  W  on 
February  21,  Mr.  J.  Clark  in  the  chair.  Fifteen  members 
were  present.  Mr.  F.  W.  Crossley-Holland  showed  a  model 
of  a  machine  which  he  has  originated  for  rapidly  drying 
scale-preparations.  A  solution  is  spread  by  means  of  tube- 
brushes  on  low-speed,  gas-heated  iron  rollers,  the  drying 


being  further  assisted  by  a  revolving  fan,  so  that  it  is  com- 
pleted in  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes.  The  scale  is 
stripped  from  the  rollers  by  means  of  adjustable  cutters-. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett,  dispenser  at  University  College  Hos- 
pital, read  a  paper  on 

Disease-causing  Protozoa, 
taking  malaria  as  a  type  of  diseases  caused  by  protozoan 
parasites,  and  founding  his  remarks  on  an  inaugural  disser- 
tation recently  delivered  by  Professor  E.  A.  Minchin,  holder 
of  the  recently  endowed  Chair  of  Protozoology  at  University 
College.   Mr.  Bennett,  with  the  aid  of  blackboard  diagrams, 
quickly  put  the  members  in  clear  possession  of  the  life-cycle 
of  the  malaria  sporozoa  in  the  various  stages  of  the  salivary 
sporozoyte,  corpuscular  trophozyte,  and  gametocyte  conju- 
gation and  formation  of  the  zygote  and  its  completion  by  the 
re-formation  of  the  sporozoyte.    Sleeping-sickness,  a  case 
of  purely  mechanical  transmission  by  a  tsetse-fly,  and  cattle- 
fever  were  also  dealt  with, 
j     The  following  meeting  was  held  at  the  Sir  John  Cass  Tech- 
j  nical  Institute,  Aldgate,  by  courtesy  of  the  Governors,  on 
1  February  26.  and  attracted  thirty-six  members  and  friends. 
!  Dr.  George  Senter,  Ph.C,  B.Sc,  lectured  on 

Catalysis, 

illustrated  with  numerous  experiments,  some  of  which  were 
very  pretty  examples  of  experimental  demonstration.  Ber- 
zelius,  in  1835,  pointed  out  that  the  agent  effecting  the 
transformation  of  starch  into  maltose  dextrin  is  itself  un- 
affected, and  applied  the  word  "catalysis"  to  the  process. 
Catalysts  increase  the  velocity  of  chemical  reactions  by 
decreasing  the  resistance  to  the  action.  There  are  three 
types  of  catalytic  action — homogeneous,  heterogeneous,  and 
enzyme.  An  enormous  number  of  reactions  in  the  first 
class  are  accelerated  in  varying  degrees  by  acids.  The  rate 
of  liberation  of  iodine  from  hydriodic  acid  and  potassium 
iodide  by  hydrochloric  acid  is  about  100  times  greater  than, 
by  chlor-acetic  acid.  Other  first-class  examples  are  the  de- 
colorisation  of  potassium  permanganate  by  hydrogen 
peroxide,  which  is  made  almost  instantaneous  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  little  manganous  sulphate  ;  and  the  combination 
of  carbon  monoxide  with  oxygen,  which  apparently  only 
occurs  if  a  trace  of  moisture  be  present.  Indeed,  Professor 
Armstrong  thinks  that  no  reaction  is  possible  without  water. 
A  very  interesting  case  of  the  second  class  is  the  reaction 

2CH3OH  +  0;:  =  2CH20+2H20, 

which  is  so  accelerated  by  platinum  that  a  coil  of  the  wire 
suspended  in  a  closed  vessel  containing  a  little  methyl, 
alcohol  vapour  remains  red-hot  for  hours  by  the  heat  of 
formation  of  the  formaldehyde.  Colloidal  platinum  and  a 
blood-enzyme  (described  by  Dr.  Center  in  his  doctorata 
thesis)  catalytically  split  up  blood.  Curiously  enough, 
potassium  cyanide  has  a  poisoning  effect,  and  prevents  this 
catalysis.  Dr.  Senter  then  considered  the  industrial  appli- 
cations of  catalysis.  The  starting-point  in  the  production 
of  artificial  indigo  is  the  oxidation  of  naphthalene  by  sul- 
phuric acid,  which  was  only  accomplished  very  slowly  and 
at  a  high  temperature  until  the  accidental  discovery  of  the 
catalytic  action  of  mercury  in  very  greatly  accelerating  the 
oxidation  made  the  process  commercially  possible.  It  is 
therefore  important  to  understand  catalysis  in  order  to  be 
able  to  choose  the  catalyst  beforehand  ;  and  an  unthinkable 
fortune  awaits  the  man  who  shall  achieve  that  knowledge. 
The  human  body  is  one  great  catalyst.  The  oxidation  of  fats 
is  difficult  even  at  high  temperatures ;  yet  the  body  does  it 
smoothly  at  a  moderate  temperature  with  the  aid  of  un- 
known catalysts.  Nor  do  we  know  yet  the  actual  catalyst 
which  splits  up  sugar  into  alcohol  and  carbon  dioxide.  The 
favourite  explanation  of  the  facts  is  the  formation  of  an. 
intermediary  substance  continually  breaking  down  and  re- 
forming ;  but  this  does  not  cover  such  a  case  as  the  action 
of  platinum,  which  probably  condenses  the  gases  on  its 
surface.  Mr.  Clark,  in  the  short  time  remaining  before  tha 
Institute  closed,  briefly  proposed  the  vote  of  thanks,  and 
this  was  accorded  with  enthusiasm. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, February  26,  Mr.  H.  W.  Jones  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  read  a  paper  on 
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Commercial  Chemicals  used  in  Pharmacy. 
At  the  outset  he  said  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in 
getting  the  commoner  varieties  of  acids  free  from  iron.  This 
applies  specially  to  nitric  and  hydrochloric  acids,  and 
ammonia  is  generally  present  in  sulphuric  acid.    The  quan- 
tities are  small.    There  also  appears  to  be  a  want  of  care 
in  making  phosphoric  acid,  for  the  10-per-cent.  acid  some- 
times develops  fungoid  growth  and  does  not  remain  odour- 
less.   Acetic  acid  on  evaporation  yields  a  small  amount  of 
residue,  half  of  which  is  organic  and  the  remainder  lime, 
with  a  trace  of  iron.    This  is  objectionable  for  liquor 
ammonn  acetatis.     Those  whose  misfortune  it  is  to  have 
to  take  benzoates  complain  of  the  objectionable  taste  and 
smell  of  those  made  from  artificial  benzoic  acid.  Chromic 
acid  is  not  satisfactory.    Whether  it  is  that  the  bottles  in 
which  it  is  stored  are  at  fault  or  whether  it  is  a  difficult 
preparation  he  did  not  know,  but  the  fact  remained  that  the 
acid  is  one  of  the  most  variable  things.    Mr.  Alcock  wished 
it  were  possible  to  have  some  limit  placed  upon  the  amount 
of  nitrous  compound  present  in  commercial  oil  of  vitriol 
The  B.P.  is  giving  more  latitude  in  the  matter  of  ammonium 
carbonate,  and  it  might  now  expunge  the  method  of  pro- 
duction.   He  reminded  the  meeting  that  pulv.  ammon.  carb. 
is  not  B.P.    Ammonium  chloride  is  produced  in  such  large 
quantities  that  in  Mr.  Alcock's  opinion  it  requires  watching 
with  great  care.    All  sorts  of  things  found  their  way  into 
it  between  the  manufacturer  and  retail  buyer.    Recently  it 
had  not  been  so  good  as  it  was  formerly,  and  he  could 'not 
say  why.    Copper  and  lead  had  made  their  appearance  in 
quite  serious  quantities— in  one  instance  to  give  a  mahogany 
tint  when  sulphuretted  hydrogen  was  passed  through  the 
nearlv  saturated  solution.    Black  antimony  of  commerce  is 
not  that  of  the  B.P.,  and  as  far  as  Mr.  Alcock's  experience 
goes  there  is  no  B.P.  variety  in  commerce.    The  amount  of 
siliceous  matter  is  very  high  (one-third  or  more),  and  re- 
cently he  had  a  sample  which  appeared  to  contain  dark 
acid-insoluble  particles  which  suggested  plumbago.   In  some 
samples  free  sulphur  appeared  to  be  present.  Sulphurated 
antimony  is  used  in  enormous  quantities  in  the  rubber- 
industry,  and  is  very  variable  in  composition.    The  com- 
mercial variety  contains  much  calcium  salt,  usually  sul- 
phate, and  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  give  a  little  reminder 
in  the  B.P.    Benzol  is  not  much  used" in  pharmacy  except 
for  removing  grease,  but  for  the  latter  purpose  there  are 
now  better  solvents  which  are  less  dangerous  to  use.  It 
would  be  well  to  have  a  congelation-test  for  benzol  and  a 
few  solubilities.   Bismuth  and  its  compounds  are  a  perennial 
trouble,  but  it  is  mainly  in  small  matters  that  they  err.  The 
tests  require  overhauling,  and  one  is  needed  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  amount  of  nitrate  present.    Calcium  phos- 
phate is  sold  in  enormous  quantities,  and  the  question  arises 
whether  it  is  free  from  iron  or  not.    It  is  not  usual  to  find 
it  without  iron.  Calx  sulphurata  was  formerly  sold  at  a  fancy 
price ;  now  it  can  be  bought  very  cheaply.'    He  suggested 
that  it  might  be  made  of  greater  purity  by  combination  of 
the  two  elements.    The  author  next  referred  to  copper  sul- 
phate—in  one  sample  he  found  oxy-sulphate ;  then  to  ferrous 
arsenate,  liq.  ammon.  fort.,  and' hydrogen  peroxide.  The 
last-named  is  now  used  in  metallurgical  laboratories  as  a 
test  for  phosphorus  in  metals,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
it  should  be  free  from  phosphoric  acid.   Mr.  Alcock  thought 
that  magnesium  sulphate  is  not  so  good-looking  as  it  used 
to  be.    The  crystals  are  clear  enough,  but  there  is  a  tinge 
of  yellow  about  it.  probably  due  to  dust  finding  its  way  into 
the  preparation  during  manufacture.   It  is  also  more  watery 
than  7H..0  demands.    The  granulated  crystallised  variety 
appeared  to  be  a  first-rate  article.    After  referring  to  the 
presence  of  carbonate  in  litharge,  Mr.  Alcock  took  up  the 
potassium  salts,  saying  that  bichromate  is  not  so  pure  as  it 
used  to  be;  some  bromide  contains  an  undue  amount  of 
chloride ;  he  showed  a  sample  of  potassium  carbonate  with 
an  unusual  odour;  mentioned  that  potassium  citrate  can 
be  made  which  is  not  deliquescent,  and  solutions  of  potas- 
sium permanganate  sometimes  require  careful  filtration. 
The  author  also  mentioned  that  the  quality  of  sodium  bicar- 
bonate and  sodium  salicylate  should  also'  be  looked  to,  as 
they  are  not  always  above  suspicion. 

A  discussion  followed,  in  which  the  President  (Mr. 
H.  W.  Jones)  and  Messrs.  Mann,  Spilsbury,  Gerrard,  and 
Perry  took  part. 


festivities. 


Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Chemists' 
Association. 

The  members  held  their  fourth  whist-drive  at  the  Grosvenor 
Assembly  Rooms,  Liscard,  on  Thursday,  February  21. 
About  fifty  players  were  present,  and  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  The  arrangements  were  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Somerville  and  Mr.  A.  H. 
Stent.  The  prize-winners  were  :  First,  Mrs.  Spence  and 
Mr.  A.  H.  Stent  ;  second,  Mrs.  Ellithorne  and  Mi1.  Hamp  ; 
special.  Miss  Slade  and  Mr.  Cotes ;  consolation,  Miss  Crip- 
pin  and  Mr.  Stones 

A  Spa  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Cheltenham  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Fleece  Hotel,  Cheltenham,  on 
Thursday,  February  21,  Mr.  J.  Fletcher  (President)  in  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Barrow  and  L.  L. 
Stroud  (Vice-Presidents),  Dr.  Brain  Hartnell,  Dr.  Affleck, 
Messrs.  F.  T.  Palmer,  J.  Chambers,  J.  A.  Thomas.  H.  B. 
Clark,  W.  Palmer,  T.  T.  Dolman,  M.  C.  Mans- 
bridge.  A.  Hill.  C.  H.  James.  F.  H.  King,  W.  H.  Hawley, 
C.  J.  Willis,  W.  E.  Church,  H.  Hands,  and  W.  H.  Hill 
(Hon.  Secretary),  of  Cheltenham;  W.  Minchin,  A.  J.  Wells, 
and  W.  H.  Hampton,  Gloucester.  The  loyal  toast  having 
been  duly  honoured.  Dr.  Brain  Hartnell  submitteed  the 
toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  which  Mr.  Barrow 
acknowledged.  Dr.  Affleck  proposed  "Success  to  the 
Cheltenham  and  District  Chemists'  Association,"  Mr.  J.  A. 
Thomas  responding.  Mr.  H.  B.  Clark,  in  a  very  happy 
manner,  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  mentioning  the 
good  spirit  existing  between  medical  men  and  chemists  of  the 
town.  "The  President"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Barrow, 
who,  in  his  remarks,  paid  tribute  to  the  genial  disposition 
and  popularity  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  after  whose  reply  the  even- 
ing was  devoted  to  a  musical  programme  arranged  by  Mr.  J. 
Chambers,  which  was  much  enjoyed,  Dr.  Brain  Hartnell, 
Messrs.  J.  Fletcher,  Phillips.  W.  E.  Church,  L.  L.  Stroud, 
Langton,  Sandevin,  and  C.  J.  Willis,  contributing  songs  and 
recitations. 

Student  Reminiscences. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  past  and  present  students  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  took  place  at  the  Trocadero  Restaurant,  Piccadilly 
Circus,  London,  W.,  on  February  27.  Mr.  J.  R.  Young 
(President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington  (Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
Mr.  Thos.  Tyrer  (President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference),  Mr.  H.  Finnemore,  Mr.  Chater,  Mr.  F.  "U. 
Stamp,  Professor  Greenish,  and  Mr.  E.  White.  There  were 
about  sixty  people  present.  The  toast-list  as  printed  on  the 
menu  was  short,  but  the  speakers  managed,  by  lengthening 
out  their  observations,  to  fill  up  the  evening  till  past  eleven. 
A  feature  of  all  the  speeches  was  reminiscences  of  student 
days.  All  the  speakers  of  middle  age  seem  to  have  found 
time  when  at  the  "Square"  to  indulge  in  amusements 
neither  pharmaceutical  nor  chemical.  Perhaps  the  institu- 
tion of  athletic  associations  has  in  modern  times  done  much 
to  provide  the  needed  safety-valve  for  pent-up  energies. 
One  could  not  help  thinking  that  grave  seigniors  would  have 
been  better  employed  in  their  youth  than  in  mauling  the 
carcase  of  a  dead  dog  or  sitting  up  all  night  at  beer-parties. 
Mr.  G.  F.  Morrell,  who  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society,"  made  an  effective  speech,  the  chief 
point  being  his  remark  that  the  individual  efforts  of  phar- 
macists to  improve  their  position  are  likely  to  be  more 
effectual  than  all  the  Pharmacy  Bills  yet  brought  forward. 
This  speaker  thought  an  enforced  curriculum  was  essential, 
and  hoped  that  the  Government  would  at  least  grant  that 
to  the  Society.  The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
in  reply,  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the  sympathies  of 
students  were  in  the  direction  of  a  compulsory  curriculum. 
Nothing  else  will  diminish  the  present  proportion  of  failures 
at  the  Minor.  He  did  not  think  that  students  who  enter 
pharmacy  at  the  present  day  can  blame  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  the  state  of  the  trade,  as  such  students  enter 
with  their  eyes  open.    It  is  rather  men  who  passed  the  Major 
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in  the  old  days  who  have  a  grievance.  Mr.  E.  White  pro- 
posed the  toast  of  "  The  School  of  Pharmacy,"  to  which  Pro- 
fessor Greenish  replied.  The  Dean,  who  was  expected  to 
be  present,  telegraphed  that  he  was  unwell.  Mr.  Thomas 
Tyrer  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Past  Students,"  and  paid 
a  high  compliment  to  the  value  of  pharmacy  as  a  training 
for  a  scientist.  Mr.  H.  Finnemore  and  Dr.  Nicholson 
(Marlow)  replied,  the  latter  giving  many  particulars  of 
his  early  connection  with  the  drug-trade,  and  ending  with 
the  emphatic  opinion  that  it  is  a  disgrace  that  medical  men 
should  dispense  their. own  prescriptions  :  it  is  neither  fair  to 
the  patient  nor  the  chemist.  A  musical  programme  filled 
in  the  intervals  between  the  speeches. 

Peterborough  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Peterborough  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel  on  February  21.  Mr.  C. 
Bayley  (Uppingham),  the  President,  was  in  the  chair,  and 
among  those  present  were  the  Mayor  of  Peterborough 
(Councillor  Batten),  Dr.  Chas.  Symes  (Liverpool),  Messrs. 
W.  S.  Glyn- Jones  (barrister-at-law),  R.  Bremridge,  W. 
Elborne,  M.A.,  J.  Rainey  (Spilsby),  F.  Fletcher  (Sutton 
Coldfield),  John  Sturton,  Fred  Sturton,  Frank  Sturton, 
J.  E.  Saunders,  J.  W.  Hall,  H.  E.  Noble,  J.  W.  Bodger 
and  J..G.  Calcutt  (Peterborough),  J.  M.  Parker  (Market 
Deeping),  W.  R.  Girling  (Wisbech),  Anthony  (Bedford), 
J.  S.  Prior  (Stamford),  George  Hay  ward  (Lincoln),  H.  F. 
Cooke  (President  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association), 
and  Frank  A.  Rogers  (London).  Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  M.P., 
Mr.  George  Greenwood,  M.P.,  Mr.  George  Nicholls,  M.P., 
and  Mr.  A.  C.  Beck,  M.P.,  wrote  regretting  their  inability 
to  be  present.  Mr.  F.  W.  Whitwell  proposed  the  toast  of 
''The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  to  which  Dr.  Chas.  Symes 
replied.  He  said  the  Society  is  doing  an  immense  amount  of 
work  for  which  it  gets  no  credit,  simply  because  it  cannot 
publish  it.  Everything  is  being  done  that  could  usefully 
be  done  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  Society.  Dr.  Symes  also 
referred  to  the  Government  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  as 
extremely  prejudicial  to  the  Society.  There  is  no  necessity 
for  that  Bill,  and  if,  when  introduced  last  year,  it  had 
become  law  it  would  have  been  an  example  of  the  Houses 
of  Parliament  being  the  mere  tool  of  vested  interests.  The 
only  thing  the  Bill  proposed  was  that  unregistered,  un- 
qualified, and  untrained  persons  should  be  vendors  of 
poisons  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  also  that  they  should 
be  aisle  to  deal  in  other  poisons  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public 
at  large.  It  is  amazing  that  the  Houses  of  Parliament  could 
be  so  blindfolded  as,  for  the  sake  of  small  vested  interests, 
to  risk  the  well-being  of  the  whole  of  the  public. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers  (London)  proposed  "  The  Peterborough 
Chemists'  Association,"  and  said  it  is  astonishing  the  power 
local  associations  have  in  modelling  the  Bills  that  ultimately 
come  before  Parliament. 

_  The  Chairman,  responding,  said  he  believed  the  Associa- 
tion had  so  far  done  some  useful  work,  and  he  was  sanguine 
that  it  had  a  much  more  successful  future,  but  the  chemists 
of  the  district  would  have  to  be  a  little  more  enthusiastic  and 
display  a  little  more  visible  interest  in  the  life  of  the  Asso- 
ciation than  they  had  done  hitherto.  He  also  referred  to 
the  enthusiastic  work  of  the  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  W.  Hall). 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- Jones,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The 
City  of  Peterborough,"  said  he  saw  the  other  day  a  state- 
ment by  a  director  of  one  of  the  great  multiple  companies 
to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  a  loss  to  local  communities  that 
the  individual  trader  is  being  squeezed  out.  He  (Mr. 
Glyn-Jones)  knew  that  the  community  suffered  enormously 
if  those  who  were  building  up  businesses,  bringing  up  their 
families,  and  taking  their  place  in  the  local  affairs  were  to 
be  ousted  by  businesses  with  headquarters  away  from  the 
town,  with  managers  who  were  there  to-day  and  gone  in  a 
few  years'  time,  who  had  not  settled  down  and  could  not 
take  the  same  interest  in  a  place  as  a  man  who  had  a  business 
of  his  own. 

The  Mayor  replied.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said 
he  is  old  enough  to  remember  when  the  principal  chemists 
in  the  town — he  recalled  such  names  as  Mr.  Stephen  Willson 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Pearson — were  almost  the  friends  of  the 
community,  and  poor  people  who  could  not  afford  to  go  to 
a  doctor  for  every  small  ailment  went  to  those  chemists  for 
some  simple  remedy.    Now  they  had  to  read  newspaper 


articles  about  some  romantic  incident,  which  ended  by 
recommending  Bile  Beans.  (Laughter.) 

There  was  a  musical  programme  during  the  evening,  in 
which  Messrs.  W.  H.  Sturton,  Walter  Wilson,  Watts, 
H.  E.  Noble,  and  Fred  Sturton  took  part. 


Bceo  of  Hrranocmcnt. 


Moehison,  Clarence  Pact  Allan,  Ironmarket,  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee,  John  Overton 
(R.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  50a  Lord  Street,  Liverpool,  chemist, 
etc.  Dated  February  13;  filed  February  19.  Liabilities  un- 
secured, 405/.  7s.  10(7. ;  estimated  net  assets,  800/.  Tho 
creditors  include  Meggeson  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (168/.)  ;  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons  (15/.) ;  J.  Sanger  &  Sons  (10/.) ;  R.  Sumner  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Liverpool  (135/.);  F.  T.  Eardlov,  Newcastle-under-Lyme 
(12/.). 


(Sasette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Lewis,  A.  J.,  and  Catjnt,  J.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Lewis  & 
Caunt,  Kington,  Herefordshire,  chemists,  druggists,  and 
seedsman;  and  also  under  the  style  of  the  Kington 
Mineral-water  Co.,  Kington. 

Ridler,  F.  H.,  and  Hobday,  F.  T.  G.,  Silver  Street  and 
Hornton  Place,  Kensington,  veterinary  surgeons. 


The  Month's  Failures. 

According  to  "Kemp's  Mercantile  Gazette"  the  number  of 
commercial  failures  published  in  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  four  weeks  ended  February  23,  1907.  was  818,  a  decrease 
of  thirty  on  the  corresponding  four  weeks  of  last  year.  The 
number  of  "chemists  and  druggists"  who  failed  was  eight, 
as  against  the  same  number  in  February  1906,  and  fourteen  in 
1905." 


mCW  $OOfe0- 

These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Buxton,  D.  W.  Ancesthetics,  their  Uses  and  Administra- 
tion.   4th  edit.    7^x4|.    Pp.424.    Is.  6c/.  (H.K.Lewis.) 

Clapperton,  G.  Practical  Paper-making.  2nd  edit.  7ix4f. 
Pp.  236.    5s.  net.  (Lockwood.) 

Clowes,  F.,  and  Coleman,  J.  B.  Elementary  Practical 
Chemistry.    5th  edit.    Part  2.    2s.  bd.  net.  (Churchill.) 

Corbin,  H.  E.,  and  Stewart,  A.  M.  Handbook  of  Physics 
and  Chemistry.    3rd  edit.    6s.  bd.  net.  (Churchill.) 

Cutten,  G.  B.  Psychology  of  Alcoholism.  7^x5.  Pp.  376. 
5s.    (W.  Scott,) 

Davidge,  H.  T.,  and  Hutchinson,  R.  W.  Technical  Elec- 
tricity.   7x43     Pp.512.    4s.  bd.  (Clive.) 

Francine,  A.  P.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  its  Modern  and 
Specialised  Treatment.    Cr.  8vo.    9s.  net.  (Lippincott.) 

Hartridge,  G.  Refraction  of  the  Eye.  14th  edit.  5s.  net. 
(Churchill.) 

Hasluck,  P.  N.  Photographic  Studios  and  Dark-rooms. 
Illus.    12mo.    Pp.  160.    Is.  net.  (Cassell.) 

Hewitt,  F.  W.  Anaesthetics  and  their  Administration. 
Text-book  for  Medical  and  Dental  Practitioners  and  Students. 
3rd  edit.    9x5g.    Pp.662.    15s.net.  (Macmillan.) 

Humphrey,  John.  Materia  Medica  of  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Origin,  with  Notes  of  the  Pharmacy  of  Official  Drugs. 
2nd  edit.  65  x  4.  Pp.  xxxix  +  564.  6s.  bd.  net.  (Kimpton.) 
[The  text  of  this  manual  covers  the  drugs  of  the  British  Phar- 
macopceia  and  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum.  Although 
small  in  size,  and  thus  suitable  for  students  preparing  for 
examination,  it  is  better  adapted  for  home  study  than  for 
class-work.  We  remarked  in  noticing  the  first  edition  that 
"the  information  generally  is  good,  and  is  presented  in 
forcible  and  intelligent  style,"  which  again  applies  with 
accentuated  force,  as  the  book  has  been  enlarged  by  nearly 
100  pages  and  new  and  useful  matter  introduced.  The  con- 
tents are :  Preface,  metric  weights  and  measures,  errata  et 
addenda,  materia-medica  table,  tho  ponographs  proper, 
pharmacy  of  official  drugs,  and  index.] 
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picture  ipostcarfcs  as  a  Sioe^Iine. 


By  A  Retail  Chemist. 


BEING  fairly  handy  with  a  camera,  writes  a  contri- 
butor, I  decided  to  take  a  series  of  local  views  and 
use  them  for  the  production  of  picture  postcards,  which  1 
have  found  to  be  a  most  lucrative  side-line.  As  this  was  an 
experiment,  I  only  ordered  one  gross  of  each  view  to  start 
with.  These  were  done  in  collotype,  and  cost  3/.  12s.  for  a 
■set  of  twelve  (one  gross  from  each)  ;  they  sold  readily  in 
lots  of  seven  for  6c?.,  and  I  soon  had  to  repeat  my  order.  I 
•decided  to  get  the  next  lot  done  by  means  of  process  blocks, 
which  at  that  time  were  much  cheaper  than  collotypes.  I 
looked  through  the  columns  of  The  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Diary,  and  wrote  to  Messrs.  Raines  &  Co.,  Ealing,  for 
specimens  of  their  work.  These  were  well  up  to  and  even 
beyond  the  average,  and  the  price  for  a  series  of  twelve 
'(1,000  each)  postcards  in  black  and  white  is  18s.  6c?.  per 
thousand.  I  ordered  14,000,  and  have  had  a  second  supply 
■of  some  of  the  views,  which,  when  once  the  block  is  made, 
cost  only  10s.  per  thousand. 

I  am  now  turning  my  attention  to  coloured  postcards, 
which  are  obtainable  from  Messrs.  Wilson  &  Co.,  Aberdeen, 
in  lots  of  1,000  from  one  negative  at  35s.,  or  500  for  27s.  6d. 
If  ten  subjects  are  taken  at  one  time  there  is  a  slight  reduc- 
tion. A  finer  series,  and  also  collotype  cards,  are  obtain- 
able, the  latter,  printed  in  black,  costing  16s.  6c?.  per  1,000, 
or  in  sepia  18s.  6d.  per  1,000.  Both  kinds  can  be  had  in 
smaller  lots  at  a  slight  increase. 

Now,  a  word  as  to  the  kind  of  prints  most  suitable  for  re- 
production. Any-half-plate  P.O. P.  print  from  a  good  plucky 
•negative,  and  toned  purple,  does  well  for  making  process- 
blocks,  and  the  prints  are  generally  preferred  roughly 
mounted  on  cards.  If  the  would-be  publisher  has  not 
sufficient  knowledge  of  photography  to  make  his  own  nega- 
tives and  prints,  amateurs  are  often  willing  to  sell  negatives 
at  from  2s.  6d.  to  5s.  each.  These  can  be  forwarded  to  the 
'printers,  who  will  make  their  own  prints  from  the  negatives. 

I  have  recently  been  issuing  a  set  of  P.O. P.  postcards 
from  my  own  negatives  at  2d.  each.  There  is  a  lot  of  work 
attached  to  this  class  of  card,  but  nihil  sine  labore  applies 
to  most  means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  I  use  Paget  post- 
cards, which  cost  3s.  6d.  per  gross.  With  the  cost  of  toning, 
etc.,  I  estimate  that  the  finished  article  can  be  produced 
at  6d.  per  dozen  (not  reckoning  time  involved).  These 
frequently  sell  in  lots  of  six  at  a  time,  thus  bringing  in  a  net 
-profit  of  Qd.  in  the  shilling.  I  find  local  churches  the  best 
sellers,  but  old  ruins,  street  views,  river  and  sea  views  also 
■sell  well.  For  the  2c?.  cards  I  make  a  point  of  photograph- 
ing every  exciting  event  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  nega- 
tives I  develop  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  dry  by  means  of 

methylated  spirit.  I 
print  these  on  glossy 
Velox  cards,  and  in 
about  two  hours  post- 
cards of  the  event  are 
ready  for  sale.  I 
have  done  well  with 
local  fires,  whether 
occurring  in  the  day 
or  night.  One  of  the 
most  successful  was 
the  photograph  of  a 
fire  which  happened 
in  the  night  some 
time  ago.  The  ex- 
posure at  1  a.m.  was 
5  sees.,  at  /.  8,  on  an 
Imperial  Sovereign 
plate. 

I  have  tried  several 
means  of  exhibiting 
the  cards,  but  eventu- 
ally decided  to  have 
a  revolving  rack 
made  to  hang  from 
the  ceiling,  and  not 
to  stand  on  the 
counter,  as  is  usually  the  case.  This  hanging  arrangement  can 
be  hung  from  the  ceiling  in  any  part  of  the  shop,  and  thus 


economises  counter-room.  The  local  watchmaker  made  it 
for  me  at  a  cost  of  23s.  It  will  take  seventy  different  sets  of 
cards.  It  revolves  by  means  of  a  ball-and-socket  joint  at 
the  top,  and  is  made  from  a  piece  of  iron  gas-tube  and  sheet- 
tin,  enamelled  black.  On  the  top  I  fasten  a  series  of  show- 
cards  of  my  own  specialities,  which  I  had  printed  on  half- 
plate  red  Oxford  line  mounts.  The  illustration  gives  an  idea 
of  the  construction  and  use  of  this  rack,  which  those  who 
desire  to  take  up  the  sale  of  picture  postcards  will  find  a 
most  useful  fitting. 

Commercial  ano  prconce  IRotes. 

Chillies. 

"Chillies  or  Capsicums"  is  the  title  of  an  article  by  Mr. 
W.  R.  Buttenshaw,  M.A.,  B.Sc,  published  in  the  "West 
Indian  Bulletin  "  (Vol.  VII.,  No.  3).  It  mainly  consists  of  ex- 
tracts from  various  journals  and  Consular  reports,  which,  how- 
ever, do  not  throw  much  new  light  on  the  subject.  The  uses, 
production,  and  cultivation  of  chillies  are  described,  special 
reference  being  made  as  to  what  the  West  Indies  is  doing.  In 
May  last  a  small  lot  from  St.  Kitts  realised  80s.  per  cwt.  in 
London,  but  the  average  value  for  quantitv  would  probably 
be  about  40s.  if  the  finest  quality  was  shipped,  there  being  only 
a  limited  demand. 

The  Camphor  Beetle. 

Hitherto  it  had  been  supposed  that  the  camphor-tree  was 
immune  to  insect  attack,  but  apparently  this  is  not  the  case, 
as  the  Ceylon  Government  entomologist  (Mr.  E.  E.  Green) 
states  in  the  "Tropical  Agriculturist"  that  he  has  recently 
received  specimens  of  camphor-branches  attacked  by  a 
Scolytid  beetle,  distinct  from,  but  apparently  allied  to,  the 
"  shot-hole-borer "  of  the  tea-plant.  The  insect  perforates 
branches  of  over  1  in.  down  to  twigs  of  less  than  5  in.  in 
diameter,  and  discolours  the  bark  some  distance  above  and 
below  each  point  of  attack,  the  -discolouration  penetrating  into 
the  wood.  The  beetle  has  a  bright-reddish  head  and  thorax, 
with  the  hinder  parts  (abdomen  and  wing  cases)  blackish. 
When  a  tree  is  attacked  the  affected  branches  should  be  cut 
out  and  passed  through  the  still  as  soon  as  possible. 

Camphor-seed. 

A  correspondent  writes  to  the  "  Ceylon  Times  "  that  he  has 
made  several  attempts  to  grow  the  camphor-plant  at  different 
elevations  in  varying  soil  and  with  seed  from  various  sources, 
but  he  has  been  unable  to  germinate  a  single  seed.  He  adds 
"  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  seed  that  has  been  imported  into  the 
country  during  last  year,  it  is  apparently  impossible  to  buy 
any  camphor-plants."  It  would  appear  others  have  also  tried 
all  manner  of  variations,  in  position,  shade,  watering,  etc.,  to 
bring  the  seed  to  life.  Instances  have  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  "Ceylon  Times"  of  newly  imported  seed 
examined  by  planters  who  are  considered  experts  in  the  matter 
of  camphor  cultivation.  They  declared  the  seed  to  be  un- 
doctored  so  far  as  they  could  see,  but  this  same  seed  failed  like 
the  rest.  It  is  suspected  that  the  seed  has  been  "  boiled  " 
before  export  from  Japan,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
"  undoctored "  seed.  Importers  give  no  guarantee,  and 
planters  have  had  to  pay  dearly  for  their  fruitless  experi- 
ments. Mr.  Hunter,  of  the  Queensberry  Estate,  appears  to 
have  been  the  only  one  who  has  met  with  any  success,  and 
doubtless  he  has  no  intention  of  imparting  too  much  informa- 
tion to  his  competitors. 

Nigerian  Products. 

Sir  F.  Lugard,  reporting  on  the  economic  products  of 
Northern  Nigeria,  states  that  the  acacia  gum  of  Bornu  has 
been  reported  by  the  Imperial  Institute  to  be  of  excellent 
quality;  large  quantities  are  obtainable.  Beeswax  may  be 
a  valuable,  though  not  a  considerable,  export,  especially  from 
Bornu.  Samples  have  been  sent  to  the  Imperial  Institute. 
From  Zaria,  Sir  F.  Lugard  learns  that  the  most  valuable  kind 
of  kola  (Kola  vera)  has  been  discovered  near  the  Gurara. 
Rubber  formed  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  total  value  of  ex- 
ports from  Northern  Nigeria  during  1905-6 — viz.,  about 
101,207?.  ;  but  it  is  feared  this  has  been  obtained  at  the  cost 
of  a  considerable  destruction  of  the  rubber-vines,  by  the 
senseless  process  of  digging  up  the  roots  from  which  a  very 
low-grade  rubber  is  prepared.  The  agent  of  the  Niger  Co. 
states  that  the  new  Forestry  Proclamation  (which  came  into 
operation  on  October  1,  1906)  will  effectually  stop  this.  The 
principle  of  the  ordinance  is  to  hold  the  purchaser  respon- 
sible that  no  "  root  rubber"  is  bought  or  exported,  since  the 
wild  savages,  who  inhabit  the  rubber-forests,  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  effective  legislation.  Sir  F.  Lugard  is  very  strongly 
nf  ooinion  that  laree  plantations  should  bo  made  of  the  best 
kinds  of  rubber  without  delay. 
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ftrabe  IReport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
■quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  February  28. 

BUSINESS  in  drugs  and  chemicals  as  a  whole  is  reported 
as  being  below  the  average  this  week,  although  in 
several  directions  dealers  report  a  steady  trade  in  a  few 
leading  commodities.  Camphor  and  citric  acid,  for 
instance,  are  in  good  demand,  the  latter  having  taken  a 
further  upward  turn,  and  the  advance  predicted  in  cocaine 
has  now  taken  place.  Hydroquinone  is  Id.  dearer. 
Potashes,  tartaric  acid,  and  nitrate  of  soda  are  also  higher. 
Quinine  sulphate  is  ^d.  lower  officially  as  a  result  of  the  8-per 
cent,  decline  in  bark  ;  other  salts  are  also  lower.  Copaiba, 
ergot,  menthol,  and  sugar  of  milk  all  show  a  downward 
tendency.  Cod-liver  oil,  on  the  other  hand,  is  rising,  with 
an  excited  market  in  Norway.  Balsam  tolu  is  firmer,  and 
buchu-leaves  have  been  practically  cleared  off  the  market. 
Cinchona  was  easier  at  auction,  but  very  little  manufactur- 
ing bark  was  offered.  Firmer  prices  were  paid  at  the 
quarterly  auctions  of  cinnamon.  Antimony  is  again  lower. 
Higher  prices  are  cabled  for  lemon  oil  from  Messina.  The 
following  are  the  principal  changes  of  the  week,  including 
those  recorded  at  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cinnamon 
Cocaine 
Cod-liver  oil 
Hydroquinone 
Lemon  oil 

(c.i.f.) 
Potashes 
Sarsaparilla 
Soda  nitrate 

Balsam  Tolu 
Buchu 
Canary  seed 
Citric  acid 

.  (for.) 
Tartaric  acid 

Cardamom 

seed 
Cinchona 
Copaiba 
Ergot 
Menthol 
Pimento 
Sugar  of  milk 

Antimony 
Coconut  oil 
Eucalyptus  oil 
Ipecacuanha 

(Cart.) 
Peppermint  oil 
(H.G.H.) 
Quinine  sul- 
phate and  salts 

Cablegram. 

Bergen,  February  27  :— The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the 
whole  of  Norway  up  to  date  amounts  to  3,454,000,  against 
9,904,000  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year.  This  has 
yielded  3,244  barrels  of  steam-refined  oil,  against  9,618 
barrels  last  year.  Stormy  weather  continues  to  prevail 
throughout  the  fishing  districts,  and  the  market  is  very 
firm  at  75s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  finest  non-freezing  Lofoten 
oil  for  prompt  delivery. 

Amsterdam  and  Java  Quinine  Auctions. 

At  to-day's  auction  of  Amsterdam  quinine,  1,417^  kilos. 
Ed.  II.  and  400  kilos.  Ed.  IV.,  wcro  offered  and  bought 
in.  The  result  of  the  auction  held  on  February  27  at 
Batavia  is  as  follows:  Of  5,932  kilos.  Ed.  II.  offered, 
3,455  kilos,  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of  12.50f.  per  kilo.' 
(  =  4c.  Amsterdam  unit),  against  15f.  per  kilo.  (  =  5.25c.  Amster- 
dam unit)  at  the  previous  auction. 

Arrivals. 

Among  the  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  which  have  arrived  at 
the  principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  February  21 
to  27  inclusive  arc  the  following  :  Acetic  acid,  (@  Frederiks- 
stad)  50,  (@  Terneuzen)  59  pkgs.  ;  albumen  (@  Trcport),  26  ; 
arrowroot,  (@  St.  Vincent)  611,  (@  Montserrat)  20 ;  arsenic  (@ 
Oporto),  28;  bleaching-powder,  (@  Cologne)  4,496  cs.  20  bgs. 
(@  Treport)  23;  buchu  (@  Capo  Town),  106;  camphor,  (@ 
Shanghai)  57  cs.,  (@  Foochow)  25  cs. ;  cardamoms  (@ 
Ceylon),  76;  cardamom-seed  (@  Bombay),  10;  cascara  sag- 
rada,  {(§  Seattle)  312  sks.,  (@  Tacoma)  1,312  bgs.  ;  cinchona 
(@  Bombay),  40;  citric  acid,  (@  Marseilles)  12,  (@  Hamburg) 


30;  cloves  (@  Hamburg),  1,480;  cod-liver  oil,  (@  Bergen) 
137,  (@  Aalesund)  221 ;  cream  of  tartar,  (@  Bordeaux)  56,  (@, 
Marseilles)  25;  cumin-seed  (@  Marseilles),  60;  essential 
oils,  (@  Messina)  324  pkgs.,  (@  Ostend)  15;  galls  (@ 
Shanghai),  350  cs. ;  gum  Senegal  (@  Bordeaux),  25;  jalap  (@ 
Hamburg),  3;  lactic  acid  (@  Hamburg),  22;  lavender 
flowers  (@  Seville),  17  bgs. ;  lemon  oil,  (@  Palermo)  37,  (@ 
Messina)  16  cs. ;  lime  citrate  (@  Messina),  38;  lime-juice  (@ 
Dominica),  43  pkgs.  ;  mastich  (@  Smyrna),  9;  menthol  (@ 
Yokohama).  20  cs.  in  tr.\  mix  vomica  (@  Bombay),  300; 
olibanum  (@  Bombay),  77;  opium,  (@  Smyrna)  108,  (@  Mar- 
seilles) 12  ;  peppermint  oil  (@  Yokohama),  20  cs.  in  tr.  ;  pot. 
chlor.,  (©Gothenburg)  70  kgs.,  (©Treport)  28;  pot.  iodid.  (@ 
Yokohama),  10  cs.  ;  quicksilver  (@  Seville),  5,000  flks. ; 
quillaia  (@  Valparaiso).  230;  quinine,  (@  Batavia)  175  cs.,  (@ 
Rotterdam)  15;  rhubarb  (@  Shanghai),  43;  roots  (@  Bom- 
bay), 50;  tartar,  (@  Barcelona)  68,  (@  Alicante)  71,  (@ 
Messina)  15,  (@  Bordeaux)  103 ;  turmeric  (@  Bombay),  50 ; 
wood  oil  (@  Shanghai),  60  cks. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  demand  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  for 
both  main  and  miscellaneous  products  is  good,  and  works  at 
all  the  principal  centres  of  the  industry  are  well  fixed  with 
orders.  Export  business,  as  is  usual  at  this  period,  is  some- 
what on  the  slack  side,  but  the  demand  is  a  good  average. 
Values  all  round  are  steady,  and  with  prices  for  fuel,  bags, 
etc.,  keeping  high  there  is  little  chanco  of  appreciable 
declines. 

Alkali  Produce. — The  main  feature  here  is  a  strong 
demand  for  bleaching-powder  and  caustic  soda  and  improved 
request  for  salt  cake.  Other  main  products,  ammonia  alkali, 
chlorates,  prussiates,  etc.,  aro  steady. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  in  spite  of  a  moderate  demand  for 
prompt,  is  only  quiet.  _  Quotations  are  fairly  steady,  and 
figures  for  forward  delivery  are  from  2s.  bd.  to  5s.  per  ton 
higher  than  current  quotations,  which  are  nominally  as 
follows:  Beckton  12/.  2s.  bd.  to  12?.  3s.  9r7. ,  Beckton  terms 
11?.  17s.  bd.,  London  12/..  Leith  12/.  Is.  M.  to  12?.  2s.  bd., 
and  Hull  111.  17s.  6c?.  to  11?.  18s.  9c?. 

Barium  Products  continue  on  the  very  firm  side,  and  with 
the  continued  scarcity  of  the  raw  mineral  carbonate  of 
barytes  are  likely  to  advance  further.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  pre- 
cipitated sulphate  of  barium  in  paste  form  61.  15s.  to  7?.  10s. 
per  ton  in  8-9  cwt.  casks ;  chloride  of  barium  7?.  10s.  to 
8?.  5s.  per  ton,  according  to  quantity,  in  original  casks ;  bags 
5s.  per  ton  less ;  mineral  sulphate  of  barytes  in  good  average 
demand  at  40s.  to  100s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality,  quan- 
tity, and  packaee ;  pure  blanc  fixe,  dried  and  in  powder 
form,  8?.  15s.  to  9?.  15s.  per  ton  in  6-7  cwt.  casks ;  precipitated 
carbonate  of  barytes  6?.  10s.  to  7?.  10s.  per  ton  in  batrs ; 
sulphide  of  barium  crude  calcined  70  to  75  per  cent.  4?.  15s. 
to  5?.  5s.  per  ton  ;  hydrate  of  barium  crystals  13?.  to  14?.  per 
ton  ;  fused  concentrated  solid  quality  56  to  60  per  cent.  BaO 
13?.  10s.  to  15?.  per  ton  in  5-6  cwt.  drums,  in  crushed  condition 
and  special  drums  30s.  per  ton  extra  ;  nitrate  of  barium  firm  ; 
crystals  19?.  to  20?.,  and  powdered  19?.  5s.  to  20?.  5s.  per  ton 
in  6-7  cwt.  casks. 

Continental  Markets. 

Agar-agar  is  in  good  demand,  and  only  balances  of  the  last 
crop  remain  available,  and  the  market  consequently  tends 
higher.  Up  till  now  only  odd  parcels  of  the  new  have  been 
ottered,  at  considerably  dearer  prices  than  at  the  opening 
of  the  last  season. 

Ammon.  Carb.  is  unchanged,  while  it  is  said  that  the  English 
makers  have  joined  together  and  have  withdrawn  the 
Customs  refund  hitherto  allowed,  and  that  they  contemplato 
a  rise  in  prices.  In  Germany,  however,  very  low  values  rule 
for  the  moment,  and  it  is  advisable  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

Arsenic. — The  latest  quotations  show  a  further  upward 
movement,  and  now  purchases  in  Germany  can  only  be  made 
for  delivery  many  months  ahead,  as  the  production  has  been 
disposed  of  for  a  long  time  forward.  For  prompt  delivery,  ex 
second-hands,  the  price  is  75m.  per  100  kilos.  The  export 
trade  is  so  large  that  for  a  long  time  lower  prices  cannot  be 
expected. 

Belladonna-root. — The  want  of  good  raw  material  for 
manufacture  has  made  itself  felt  more  than  ever  this  year,  and 
one  must  be  fortunate  to  obtain  a  large  parcel.  Nor  is  it 
expected  that  the  spring  will  bring  any  improvement.  In 
the  circumstances  the  price  is  appreciably  higher,  and  100m. 
to  105m.  at  station  in  Hungary  is  asked. 

Carbolic  Acid. — From  all  quarters  a  good  demand  has  set 
in  for  95  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent,  but  the  supply  is  very 
limited.  The  pretensions  of  the  makers  arc  much  higher,  and 
as  the  year  advances  higher  prices  may  be  expected 

Heliotropine. — The  makers  have  advanced  their  quotation 
to  12m.  50pf.  per  kilo.,  and  at  this  price  only  limited 
quantities  are  obtainable.  The  manufacture,  as  is  known,  is 
dependent  on  the  supply  of  safrol,  which  in  turn  depends  on 
camphor  oil,  which  is  as  good  as  exhausted. 
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Japanese  Wax  is  quiet  but  firm,  with  only  a  small  turnover. 
Goods  on  the  spot  and  afloat  are  quoted  122m.  to  123m.  per 
100  kilos,  net  cash,  ex  store  or  quay  respectively.  Japan's 
quotation  remains  unchanged  at  130m.,  c.i.f. 

Neboli  Oil. — The  high  value  of  this  article  through  the  bad 
harvest  of  the  preceding  year  has  been  well  maintained,  so 
that  consumers  are  only  buying  for  pressing  wants.  Accord- 
ing to  information  from  France,  all  the  present  signs  are  in 
favour  of  the  harvest  and  production  this  year  being  better, 
and  probably  once  more  lower  prices  will  rule. 

Potassium  Bromide. — Business  is  dragging.  Consumers 
are  still  working  on  earlier-made  purchases;  the  immediate 
demand  is  divided  among  a  large  number  of  makers  and  also 
goods  arriving  from,  America.  This  situation  naturally  must 
influence  values.    The  price  to-day  is  165m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quillaia  has  been  somewhat  more  in  demand,  and  from 
37m.  50pf.  to  38m.,  c.i.f.  Hamburg,  has  been  paid.  For 
the  remaining  relatively  small  quantity  available  on  offer 
39m.  per  100  kilos,  in  store  at  free  port  is  asked.  Cut  goods 
cost  43m.  50pf.  and  rasped  41m. 

Tartar  Emetic. — The  manufacturers'  syndicate  has  reduced 
its  p  rices  for  Ph.  G.  IV.  quality  to  217m.  50pf.  per  100  kilos. 

Thorium  Nitrate. — At  a  congress  of  the  thorium-salts 
manufacturers  the  price  of  nitrate  of  thorium,  hitherto  quoted 
at  27m.  per  kilo.,  was  fixed  at  32m.  per  kilo. 


Acid,  Citric. — A  large  business  has  been  done  in  foreign 
at  from  Is.  8^d.  to  Is.  9(7.  per  lb.,  being  an  advance  of  fully 
^d.  English  is  nominal.  It  is  reported  that  the  price  of  raw 
materials  equals  2s.  4d.  for  acid,  being  the  equivalent  of 
31Z.  10s.  per  pipe  for  juice. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  firmer  at  11JJ.  to  Is.  per  lb.  for 
English  and  11^(7.  for  foreign. 

Agar-agar. — The  crop  has  now  been  proved  to  be  short 
and  damaged  by  floods,  and  this,  in  conjunction  with  the 
steady  recovery  in  values  which  has  been  taking  place  since 
the  cessation  of  the  Russo-Japanese  war,  inclines  dealers 
to  the  view  that  prices  for  the  forthcoming  crop  will  be  the 
highest  seen  for  several  years.  Of  the  better  grades  there 
is  only  a  moderate  supply  offering,  and  c.i.f.  prices — London 
and  the  Continent — range  from  Is.  5f(7.,  equalling  Is.  6§(7. 
landed  terms.  The  lower  grades,  including  cuttings,  are 
unobtainable,  probably  on  account  of  the  famine  in  China 
and  the  domestic  requirements  of  Japan.  Stocks  of  last 
year's  crop  on  the  spot  are  depleted,  and  the  little  available 
is  in  firm  hands,  while  the  quality  is  only  fair.  Holders 
quote  Is.  6^(7.  to  Is.  Id.  for  the  better  grades,  the  lower 
qualities  being  entirely  wanting. 

Aniseed  is  quiet  at  24s.  per  cwt.  for  retail  lots  of  Russian. 

Antimony  is  lower,  English  regulus  being  now  offered 
at  from  1027.  to  104?.  per  ton. 

Arrowroot. — Steady;  fair  manufacturing  St.  Vincent 
at  auction  was  bought  in  at  2§cZ.  to  2^(7.,  but  sales  ex  auction 
were  afterwards  made  at  2\d.  to  2§(7.  per  lb. 

Balsam,  Copaiba,  is  easier,  with  sellers  of  genuine  Maran- 
ham,  guaranteed  B.P.,  at  4s.  per  lb.  The  recent  high  prices 
have  brought  out  small  lots  not  urgently  wanted  by  their 
owners,  and  the  profit-faking  on  such  parcels  has  evidently 
weakened  the  market. 

Balsam,  Tolu,  is  steady,  with  sales  of  small  tins  at  Is.  Id. 
and  large  tins  at  ll^d. 

Buchu. — A  good  business  has  again  been  done  chiefly  for 
export  at  between  9^(7.  and  10d.,  and  the  market  is  now 
firmer  at  10^d.  Some  106  bales  have  arrived,  but  they  are 
mainly  in  transhipment  to  the  U.S.A.  Nothing  was  offered 
at  the  drug-auction,  5  bales  previously  advertised  having 
been  sold. 

Camphor. — The  market  for  refined  Japanese  tablets  is 
very  firm,  with  sales  of  1  oz.  at  4s.  Id.  spot ;  but  this  price 
has  since  been  refused  several  times,  owing  to  scarcity. 
English  refiners  are  busy,  and  have  sold  well  ahead  at  full 
prices.  Bells  are  quoted  4s.  9(7.  and  flowers  4s.  8d.  In 
crude  Amoy  business  has  been  done  at  370s.  spot,  but  for 
March-April  shipment  355s.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked. 

Advices  from  Hong-Kong,  dated  January  25,  report  a 
steady  market  at  '345s.  for  Foochow  with  small  stocks  and 
325s.  for  Kwangsi. 

Canary-seed  is  firmer,  at  35s.  6d.  per  quarter  for  Turkish 
on  the  spot,  but  business  is  slow. 

Cassia  Lignea. — It  is  reported  that  business  is  at  a  stand- 
still in  Hong  Kong,  owing  to  the  Cassia  Guild  being  un- 
willing to  agree  so  far  to  the  proposals  of  the  foreign 


Chamber  of  Commerce,  which,  according  to  advices,  appear 
to  be  reasonable  and  acceptable. 

Chrysarobin  is  still  offered  at  8s.  3(7.  per  lb.  net  from 
first-hands. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  1,030  packages  were 
offered,  of  which  about  half  sold  at  irregular  but  easier 
rates,  the  average  unit  being  lg(7.,  against  IffZ.  at  the 
previous  sale,  this  being  on  a  parity  with  the  Amsterdam 
auctions  last  week.  In  the  drug  auction  38  bales  flat  culti- 
vated Calisaya  sold,  including  good  sound  at  8^d.  to  9g(7., 
and  damaged  at  3^(7.  to  b^d.  ;  5  bales  of  "  wild  "  Calisaya 
sold  at  2d.  to  3g(7.  ;  10  bales  fair  bright  sound  Loxa  quill 
realised  8d. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  offered  and 
sold  on  Tuesday : 


Packages  Pe 

ckages 

Offered 

Sold 

Bast  Indian  cinchona  ... 

  329  of  which 

85 

Ceylon  cinchona  

  425 

183 

Java  cinchona   

  73  „ 

73 

African  cinchona 

  116 

116 

South  American  

  87 

50 

1.030 

507 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark 


purchased  by  the  principal  buyers : 

Lb. 

Imperial  Quinine  Company 

28,995 

The  Mannheim  Factory  

18,650 

The  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  Factories 

7,190 

The  Brunswick  Factory  

1,296 

Howards  &  Sons,  Limited   

560 

Druggists,  etc  

30,015 

Total  quantity  sold   

86,706 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn 

90,348 

Total  quantity  offered '  

...  177,054 

The  prices  paid  were  as  follows : 

East  Indian. — Officinalis,  original  stem  and  branch  2d. 
Ledgeriana,  renewed  stem  chips  5§(7.  Succirubra  quilly 
stem  chips  2§<£.,  renewed  stem  chips  3cZ.  to  33(7.,  root  2|t7., 
and  quills  4§(7.  Ceylon. — Ledgeriana  branch  2jrf.,  root  lg(?.. 
hybrid  stem  chips  i^d.,  root  5d.  Succirubra  stem  chips  and 
branch  1§(7.  to  2g(7.  Java. — Ledgeriana  stem  chips  Id.  to  8g(7., 
and  root  7f«f.  African. — Fair  Succirubra  quill  5|d.  to  b^d., 
broken  quill  and  chips  4(7.  to  A\d.  South  American. — Soft 
Colombian  chips  1|(7..  and  Cuprea  1|(7.  ;  for  10  bales  small  flat 
cultivated  Calisaya  6g(7.  was  refused,  8(7.  being  wanted. 

Cinnamon. — The  first  quarterly  auctions  of  the  year  were 
held  last  Monday  and  consisted  of  only  454  bales.  There 
was  a  good  demand,  and  278  bales  sold,  the  competition  of 
the  buyers  raising  the  price  ^d.  to  l^d.,  and,  in  one  instance, 
2d.  per  lb.  above  those  obtained  three  months  ago.  Worked 
sold  at  Is.  bd.  per  lb.  for  fine  firsts,  and  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d. 
for  good;  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4(7.  for  fine  seconds,  and  Is.  to 
Is.  Id.  for  good ;  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  for  fine  thirds,  and 
11^(7.  for  good  ;  fourths  at  9(7.  to  9^d.  for  good.  Unworked 
realised  lQ^d.  to  lid.  for  firsts,  9(7.  to  9|(7.  for  seconds. 
8^(7.  for  thirds,  and  7^,(7.  to  8d.  for  fourths.  Clippings  sold 
at  10(7.,  pieces  at  11(7.,  and  common  barky  chips  at  2^d.  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — The  advance  in  hydrochloride  which  was  fore- 
shadowed a  fortnight  ago  (page  274)  was  declared  on 
Monday,  when  makers  raised  their  prices  by  Id.,  which 
brings  the  bottom  quotation  in  175-oz.  lots  to  9s.  bd.  per  oz. ; 
70-oz.  lots  being  9s.  8(7.,  and  less  than  that  quantity,  9s.  lid. 
The  pure  alkaloid  is  Is.  6(7.  per  oz.  extra.  Crude  has  ad- 
vanced to  260m. — a  further  10m.  per  kilo. 

Cumin-seed  is  selling  in  small  quantities  at  40s.  to  45s. 
per  cwt.  for  Morocco,  and  at  32s.  6(7.  to  35s.  6(7.  for  East 
Indian. 

Hydroquinone. — The  makers  have  advanced  their  prices 
to  3s.  7(7.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.  lots  of  pure  white,  3s.  Q^d.  for 
28-lb.  lots,  and  3s.  10(7.  for  smaller  quantities.  Yellow  is 
3(7.  per  lb.  more. 

Insect-flowers. — Steady.  "  Half-closed  "  Dalmatian 
flowers  are  offered  at  from  65s.  to  75s.  per  cwt.,  and 
"closed"  at  from  75s.  to  85s.,  c.i.f.  "Open"  flowers,  of 
which  a  good  selection  is  on  offer,  sell  at  53s.  spot,  but  in 
another  quarter  55s.  to  60s.  is  quoted. 

Menthol  is  quiet  and  a  trifle  easier,  with  sellers  at  8s.  6(7. 
per  lb.  for  Kobayashi,  on  the  spot,  and  for  February-ApriJ 
shipment  8*.  6(7.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid. 


March  2,  1907i 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


347 


Oil,  Cassia. — A  small  business  has  been  done  at  5s.  6d. 
spot  for  80  to  85  per  cent,  c.a.,  and  for  February-March 
shipment  4s.  I0d.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Oil,  Cod-liver,  is  rising  owing  to  the  excited  market 
in  Norway,  where  it  is  said  speculators  who  sold  round 
about  65s.  to  68s.  are  now  trying  to  cover  their  wants. 
Quotations  by  agents  on  this  market  vary  from  77s.  6d. 
to  80s.,  c.i.f.,  at  which  small  sales  have  been  made  for 
finest  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil.  At  the  moment  the  situa- 
tion is  a  puzzling  one,  and  although  present  prices  are 
moderate,  a  further  rise  is  expected  towards  the  end  of 
the  week  should  the  fishing  have  again  fared  badly.  The 
weather  disorganised  the  Norwegian  mail  service  last  week, 
and  in  consequence  our  weekly  Bergen  advice  of  February  18 
was  received  too  late  for  our  last  issue.  Our  correspondent 
states  that  the  week  again  proved  very  stormy,  and  the 
figures  relating  to  the  catch  up  to  date  are  very  much  below 
those  of  1906,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures  : 

1907  1906  1905 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)    2.4  6.6  0.6 

Cod-liver  oil  (barrels)    2,225         6.400  620 

Livers  for  raw  oils  (Hect.J   1.760         3,000  470 

Fishing  boats  at  Lofoten   4,785         4,247  1,5£9 

At  the  last  moment  rather  better  weather  has  prevailed, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  regular  fishing  will  begin,  as  just 
now  the  cod  is  at  its  best  as  regards  liver  and  condition. 
In  the  above  circumstances  it  is  only  natural  that  the 
oil-market  shows  a  firmer  tendency.  The  arrivals  of  crude 
oil  are  readily  bought  up  by  the  refiners  as  soon  as  they 
are  on  the  market,  and  Is.  higher  prices  have  been  paid. 
To-day's  quotation  for  finest  1907  non-congealing  Lofoten 
cod-liver  oil  is  69s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  but  70s.  is 
asked  by  some  holders.  (See  cablegram  for  latest  price.) 
The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  1,021  barrels, 
against  1,528  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 
In  the  drug-auction  25  cases  good  non-freezing  Newfound- 
land were  bought  in  at  3s.  per  gal. 

An  advice  from  a  London  firm  of  agents,  dated  February  25, 
states  "  the  news  from  fishing-places  continues  bad.  and  in 
spite  of  favourable  weather  during  the  last  few  days  a  poor 
catch  only  is  being  made.  The  tendency  is  firm,  and  higher 
prices  have  been  paid."  Since  then  we  have  had  a  cable  this 
morning  indicating  increased  firmness.  We  quote  for  finest 
new  non-freezing  oil  for  early  and  forward  shipment,  77s.  6c7. 
per  barrel  net,  c.i.f.  Hull  or  Newcastle,  for  minimum  quan- 
tities of  five-barrel  lots. 

Oil,  Lemon. — The  market  in  Messina  is  excited,  5s.  4^7., 
c.i.f.,  being  quoted  in  several  directions;  but  good  brands 
of  the  new  crop  now  landing  are  offered  at  4s.  9d.  spot. 

Opium  is  firm.  Persian  is  in  rather  more  inquiry,  but 
owners  are  not  inclined  to  entertain  the  bids  that  are  being 
made.  From  10s.  to  lis.  is  quoted  as  to  quality.  Turkey 
gum  is  quiet,  the  news  of  further  cold  weather  in  the  pro- 
ducing-districts  having  had  no  effect  on  this  market. 

Smyrna,  Feb  ruary  22. — The  sales  amount  to  66  cares,  com- 
prising 52  cases^  extra  Karahissar  and  Yerli  for  America. 
12  cases  extra  Karahissar  for  England,  and  two  cases  Yerli 
extra  for  France.  The  weather  has  again  been  very  cold, 
with  hard  frost  in  the  interior.  This  has  strengthened  the 
market,  and  buyers  were  obliged  to  pay  2d.  to  3^7.  per  lb. 
over  and  above  last  week's  quotations  to  conclude  their  en- 
gagements. We  have  to  report  a  further  slight  rise  in  price  in 
Constantinople.  The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  3,135  cases, 
against  1,446  at  same  period  last  year. 

Potashes  are  dearer,  first  Mont-reals  having  advanced  to 
■ws,  per  cwt.  and  New  York  33s.  to  33s.  6d.  Pearlashes 
can  be  had  at  40s.  for  a  parcel  now  landing. 

Quinine. — The  8  per  cent,  decline  in  bark  at  Amsterdam 
last  week  and  the  keen  competition  among  makers  has 
brought  about  a  reduction  of  id.  per  oz.  in  the  price  of 
German  sulphate  to  I0±d.  in  bulk.  Whiffen's  price  has 
also  been  reduced  to  10^7.,  but  Howard's  make  no  altera- 
tion in  sulphate,  although  they  have  reduced  the  prices  for 
other  salts  which  are  the  same  as  those  of  other  makers. 
Hydrochloride  stands  at  Is.  2J-r7.  In  second-hands  a  dull 
market  still  prevails,  with  small  sales  of  B.  &  S.  and/or 
Brunswick  sulphate  at  Qd.  per  oz.  ;  but  this  price  is  now 
nominal,  and  might  possibly  be  shaded.  March  delivery 
has  been  sold  at  9^7.  In  the  drug-auction  25  cases  Java 
quinine  (10.000  oz.)  were  bought  in  at  8|d.  per  oz.,  the  best- 
obtainable  bid  being  7^c7. 

The  Amsterdam  Ouinine-works  have  reduced  their  prices 
by  If  guilders  ner  kilo  to  19.50f.  for  Ed.  IV.  and  16.50f.  per 
kilo,  for  Ed.  II. 


Shellac. — At  auction  50  cases  fine  orange  SS  in  diamond 
were  bought  in  at  250s.  per  cwt.  Privately  the  spot  market 
is  firm,  with  a  steady  trade  on  a  basis  of  213s.  for  fair 
second  Orange  TN.  Futures  are  dearer,  May  delivery  of 
TN  having  been  sold  at  210s.  and  August  207s. 

Soda  Nitrate  is  3«7.  per  cwt.  dearer  for  refined  at 
12s.  3c?. ,  and  ordinary  is  lis.  4jr7. ;  in  Liverpool  refined  is 
quoted  12s.,  and  ordinary  lis.  6c7.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — At  auction  Ginger  was  steady  but  quiet ; 
15  packages  Jamaica  were  bought  in  at  80s.  for  lean  washed, 
and  75?.  for  good  common ;  100  bags  Japanese  were  bought 
in  at  27s.  to  29s. ,  and  about  300  packages  Cochin  and  Calicut 
were  also  bought  in  at  55s.  for  medium  and  small  native-cut, 
38s.  for  plump  washed  Cochin,  and  33s.  for  cuttings.  The 
small  supplies  of  Pepper  were  all  bought  in  at  auction,  and 
privately  the  spot  demand  is  slow,  fair  Singapore  offering 
at  4jc7. ;  for  arrival  prices  are  firmer,  the  sales  including 
March-May  shipment  at  4§|t7.,  and  April-June  4f|f7.,  c.i.f., 
d/w.  Fine  White  Singapore  in  cases  was  bought  in  at 
auction  at  Is.  2d.,  and  good  Muntok  at  l%d. ;  market  is 
firmer  privately,  with  spot  sales  of  fair  Singapore  at  6|<7., 
and  a  good  business  has  been  done  for  arrival,  including 
April-June  and  May-July  at  6j(7.,  c.i.f.,  d/w.  Pimento 
was  easier,  80  bags  selling  without  reserve  at  2^7. ;  27  bags 
Cinnamon  chips  were  offered  and  sold  at  2^d.  for  fair.  Nut- 
megs and  Mace  were  quiet.  Of  Zanzibar  Cloves  230  bales 
offered  and  200  bales  new  import  sold  at  7f7.  to  l^d.  for 
rather  dark  and  damp,  being  dearer.  Privately,  Zanzibar 
are  firm  and  dearer,  March-May  delivery  having  sold  at 
7?  g  cZ.  to  7TT5-f7.  and  buyers,  June-August  being  quoted  l%d. 
buyers. 

Strychnine  is  very  firm  and  in  good  demand,  makers 
reporting  that  they  are  now  able  to  adhere  more  closely  to 
their  list-prices. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

At  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  a  moderate  demand  was 
shown  for  the  small  supplies  offered,  but  the  alterations  in 
values  were  few.  Sumatra  benzoin  sold  steadily.  Cardamoms 
were  "  full  up,"  but  seeds  were  easier  inclined.  Cascara 
sagrada  sold  at  unaltered  rates.  Ipecac,  quiet ;  no  Rio  was 
offered ;  but  Cartagena  was  lower  on  sales  without  reserve. 
Myrrh  plentiful  and  neglected.  Nux  vomica  firm.  Orange- 
peel  quiet.  Eucalyptus  oil  and  H.G.H.  peppermint  oil  lower 
on  "unprotected"  sales.  Rhubarb  about  steady,  but  a  few 
without  reserve  sold  rather  under  valuations.  Sarsaparilla 
at  a  famine  price  ;  grey  Jamaica  is  fast  becoming  a  curiosity  ; 
and  Lima-Jamaica  brought  unheard-of  prices.  Tinneveily 
senna  was  firmer,  and  beeswax  was  without  feature. 
The  table  below  shows  the  quantities  of  goods  offered  and 
sold  : 


Offered 
  5  . 


Albumen 
Aloes — 

East  Indian   1 

Socotrine    10 

Annatto-seed    25 

Areca   33 

Asphaltum    25 

Bael-fruit   2 

Bay  rum    3 

Benzoin — 

Sumatra    32 

Cannabis  indica  ...  7 

Cardamoms    213 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  949 

Cashew-nuts   40 

Cinchona    60  , 

Coca-leaves    30  , 

Coriander-seed  ...  6 

Croton-seed   29  . 

Cumin-seed    84  . 

Cus  cus   10  . 

Cuttle-bone    34  . 

Dill-seed    100  . 

Ergot   3  . 

Galls  (Pers.)   3  . 

Gamboge    8  . 

Gentian   3  . 

Gum  arabic    113  . 

Honey — 

Honolulu  ...   50  . 

Insect- flowers    5  - 


Sold 
.  5 

.  0 
.  0 
.  0 

.  22 
,  0 
.  0 
0 

32 
0 
162 
200 
20 
58 
17 
6 
29 
0 
10 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 


Offered 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   16  . 

Minas   29  . 

Jalap    4  . 

Kamala   1  . 

Kola    4  . 

Myrrh    113  . 

Nux  vomica   46  . 

Oil- 
aniseed    10  .. 

cinnamon  leaf...  14  . 

clove    2  ., 

cod-liver  (Newf.)  5  .. 

eucalyptus   77  .. 

lemongrass  (cs.)  5  .. 

peppermint — 

(H.G  H.)    5  .. 

Olibanum    20  .. 

Orange-peel   31  .. 

Papain    1  .. 

Papaw-juice  (tins)  6  .. 

Pistachio    3  .. 

Quinine — ■ 

Java  (oz.)           10,000  .. 

Rhubarb  (China)...  16  .. 

Sandarac    1  .. 

Sarsaparilla — 

Honduras   2  .. 

Lima    11  .. 

Mexican   24  .. 

native   3  .. 

Scatlac   22  .. 


Sold 


0 

4 
0 
0 
0 
20 

0 
0 
0 
0 
77 
0 

5 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 

0 
13 

1 

2 
9 
0 
3 
14 
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Ofi< 

■red 

Sold 

Seedlac  

on 

0 

Senna  and  pods  — 

86  . 

..  50 

40  . 

..  0 

42  . 

..  :o 

Wax  (bees') — 

1  . 

..  0 

49 

..  0 

Offered  Sold 

Wax  (bees')— 

Madagascar   48  ...  3 

Nyasaland   10  ...  10 

Spanish   13  ...  0 

(W.I.)   2  ...  2 

white   8  ...  0 

Zanzibar    15  ...  0 

Wax  (veg.)    20  ...  0 

Albumen. — Five  cases  of  damaged  Russian  sold  without 
reserve  on  account  of  whom  it  may  concern  at  6(7.  per  lb. 
Privately,  Russian  is  quoted  2s.  6(7.  to  2  s.  9(7.  per  lb.  and 
Chinese  2s.  4(7.  to  2s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Aloes. — No  Cape  offered ;  for  ten  kegs  hard  hepatic 
Socotrine  90s.  was  wanted. 

Areca. — A  parcel  of  low  wormy  and  beardy  from  Zanzi- 
bar sold  at  13s.    Privately  good  sound  is  worth  25s. 

Bael  Fruit. — Two  bales  of  fair  bright  were  bought  in 
at  9(7.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Firm  and  in  small  supply  to-day;  22  cases 
good  almondy  Sumatra  seconds  with  slightly  false  packed 
ends  and  sides  sold  at  87.  5s.,  and  10  cases  ordinary  thirds 
sold  at  94s.  to  96s.  per  cwt. 

Cardamoms  sold  readily  at  full-up  prices  for  pods,  seeds 
being  easier  inclined.  The  following  rates  were  paid  : — 
Ceylon  Mysores. — Good  bold,  pale,  long  held  at  3s. 
(2s.  10(7.  refusedi ;  medium  and  bold  pale,  smooth,  sold 
at  2s.  8(7.  to  2s.  10c?. ;  medium  pale,  long,  2s.  to  2s.  Id. ; 
bold  yellowish,  pale,  2s.  Id. ;  medium  ditto,  Is.  11(7. 
to  2.?. ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d.  Good 
splits,  Is.  9(7.  to  Is.  lOd. ;  bold,  shelly  splits,  Is.  8d.  to 
Is.  9d.  ;  fair,  Is.  8d. ;  small  ditto,  Is.  Id. ;  brown  split  and 
pickings,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8d.  ;  small  brown  Tellicherry, 
Is.  9d.  Seed,  Is.  9d.  to  2s. ;  Bombay  seed  held  at  2s.  2d. 
per  lb. 

Cascara_  Sagrada.— Steady.  A  lot  of  fifty  bags  (1904 
crop)  consisting  of  nice,  clean,  thin  quilly  sold  without 
reserve  at  42s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  for  150  bags  (1905  crop)  of 
coarser  quality,  also  without  reserve,  from  38s.  to  38s.  6(7. 
was  paid — "landing  weights." 

Cashew-nuts.— Twenty  bags  sold  at  42s.  6(7. 

Coca-leaves  were  about  steady,  17  cases  fair  greenish 
Ceylon  realising  7(7.  to  7f(7.,  and  for  another  13  cases  7^(7. 
was  paid  for  the  fair  greenish  and  4^(7.  to  6(7.  for  ordinary 
brown. 

Coriander. — Six  bags  ordinary  Russian  sold  at  20s.  per 
cwt.  Privately  the  market  is  slow  at  12s.  to  12s.  6(7.  per 
cwt.  for  Morocco. 

Croton-seed.— The  20  bags  offered  was  said  to  be  the 
only  first-hand  lot  in  London,  and  40s.  was  readily  obtained 
for  them. 

Cus-cus. — Ten  bales  of  good  clean  from  Mauritius  were 
taken  at  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Cuttle-bone. — Good  pale  small  to  medium  size,  from 
Coconada,  partly  broken,  was  bought  in  at  5(7.  per  lb. 

Dill-seed. — East  Indian  was  obtainable  at  14s.  6c7. 

Ergot. — Three  bales  of  small  sifted  Russian  were  bought 
in  at  a  nominal  figure.  Privately  the  market  is  flat  and 
tending  lower,  Russian  offering  at  Is.  Id.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Galls. — Two  bags  of  small  to  medium  Persian  blues 
and  green  mixed  sold  without  reserve  at  66s.  per  cwt., 
and  a  bag  of  whites  at  35s.,  also  without  reserve.  Privately 
good  blues  are  steady  at  72s.  6(7.  to  73s.,  and  green  at  60s. 

Gamboge  is  firm,  with  small  sales  privately  at  177.  for 
fair,  part  mixed  with  dark  and  blocky,  Siam  pipe. 

Gum  Arabic. — Sixteen  serons  of  fair  brown  Barbary  gum 
were  bought  in  at  39s.,  a  bid  of  36s.  being  refused.  Small 
soft  white  Soudan  "is  bought  in  at  50s. 

Honey. — No  -""^.naica  offered;  50  cases  good  set  white 
were  bought  ir    c  32s.  jj 

Ifecacuanha. — Quiet.  Twei.ty  bales  of  cultivated  Minas 
were  offered,  but  the  quality  showed  a  considerable  falling- 
off  as  compared  with  previous  consignments,  the  root  being 
very  lean  and  mixed  with  a  larger  proportion  of  stems  than 
usual ;  8s.  was  the  limit  for  this  parcel.  Another  lot  of 
9  bales  Minas  of  better  quality  was  offered,  and  bids  of 
7s.  8(7.  and  7s.  9(7.  are  to  be  submitted  for  several  bales ; 
very  lean  and  stemmy  was  held  at  7s.  6(7.    Eight  bales  of 


ordinary  dull  grey  sold  without  reserve  at  5s.  lid.,  one  lot, 
realising  6s.  per  lb.,  being  lowrer.  Privately,  small  sales  of 
Rio  are  reported  at  8s.  2d.  to  8s.  3(Z. ;  the  stocks  of  Rio  are 
very  small,  but  the  offering  of  the  larger  quantities  of  Minas 
unsettles  the  market. 

Jalap. — Four  bales  of  small  very  stemmy  Vera  Cruz 
sold  at  4(7.,  without  analysis. 

Kola. — For  four  bags  of  dark  West  Indian  a  bid  of  2|(?. 
per  lb.  is  to  be  made. 

Nux  Vomica. — Several  bags  of  barely  fair  small  to 
medium  Madras  sold  at  8s.  6(7.,  and  20  of  fair  Cochin  sold 
at  8s.  9(7. 

Oil,  Cinnamon-leaf. — Ceylon  was  bought  in  at  2^d. 
per  oz. 

Oil,  Clove. — Two  cases  containing  83  to  85  per  cent, 
eugenol  were  limited  at  4s.  4(7. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Easier  inclined.  Seventy-seven  cases 
of  Australian  were  offered  and  sold  without  reserve  (part 
privately)  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  1(7.  for  64  to  65  per  cent, 
cineol,  and  Is.  1(7.  for  70  to  72  per  cent. 

Oil,  Lemongrass,  containing  84  per  cent,  citral,  was 
bought  in  at  6(7.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Peppermint  — A  forced  sale  of  5  cases  American 
H.G.H.  was  made  at  from  12s.  9(7.  to  12s.  10^(7.,  a  reduc- 
tion of  3(7.  to  4|(7.  on  the  prices  paid  a  fortnight  ago  under 
similar  conditions.  Privately,  a  fair  business  has  been  done 
in  H.G.H.  at  13s.  to  13s.  1^(7  ,  spot. 

Qrange-peel. — Small  sales  of  fair  Tripoli  strip  were  made 
at  9(7. ;  the  best  lots  were  held  at  lid. 

Rhubarb. — About  steady.  Six  cases  of  medium  to  bold 
round  horny  High-dried,  well  trimmed,  with  three-quarters 
fair  pinky  fracture,  one-quarter  grey  to  dark,  sold  at  Is. 
per  lb.  Seven  cases  Shensi  sold  without  reserve,  including 
medium  round  dull  coat  with  three-quarters  fair  pinky 
fracture  at  Is  10(7.,  small  and  medium  ditto  at  Is.  10(7., 
medium  and  bold  flat  at  Is.  lid.,  and  good  pickings  at  2s.  1(7. 

Sandarach. — A  bag  of  small  dusty  gum  was  sold  without 
reserve  at  43s.  per  cwt. 

Sarsaparilla. — Dearer.  The  interest  centred  in  eight 
bales  of  Lima-Jamaica,  which  excited  lively  competition 
between  two  buyers,  the  prices  paid  being  from  3s.  3(7.  to 
3s.  5(7.  for  fair,  slightly  ehumpy,  and  coarse,  and  for 
burnt  and  sea-damaged  3s.  3(7.  was  paid  ;  a  bale  of  spurious 
sold  at  8(7.  ;  a  bale  of  pale  red  Native  Jamaica  sold  at  2s.  3(7., 
and  two  bales  of  pale  red  at  Is.  9d.  to  2s.  Two  bales  of  fair 
Honduras  sold  at  2s.  1(7.  Buyers  would  not  bid  in  sale  for 
the  Mexican,  although  5^(7.  was  suggested.  Two  bales  of 
grey  Jamaica  for  private  sale,  lying  in  the  Crutched  Friars 
warehouse,  are  held  for  4s.  9(7.  per  lb.  ! 

Scablac. — Thirteen  bags  sold  at  81.  5s.  to  81.  Is.  6(7.  for 
fair  native  Madras,  and  block  was  taken  at  81.  2s.  6(7. 
per  cwt. 

Senna. — Steady.  Small  common  specky  Tinnevelly  leaf 
sold  at  1^(7.,  small  specky  greenish  2(7  to  2^(7.,  and  medium- 
size  greenish  2f  d.  to  3(7.  Pods  sold  at  2(7.  No  Alexandrian 
offered.  Privately  there  has  been  a  good  demand  from 
second-hands  this  week,  over  100  bales  Tinnevelly  having 
been  sold  at  between  3(7.  and  5(7. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Dutch  powder  was  held  for  55s.  per  cwt. 

Turmeric. — Dull  Madras  finger  was  held  for  23s.  Ten 
bags  whole  Madras  bulbs  sold  at  16s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees'. — No  Jamaica  offered.  One  case  of  fair  West 
Indian  sold  at  77.  2s.  6(7..  and  a  barrel  of  good  brown  and 
red  sold  at  77.  5s.  Ten  bags  ordinary  mixed  part  drossy 
Nyasaland  ball  sold  at  from  5/.  7s.  6(7.  to  57.  10s.  Bleached 
Calcutta  was  held  at  81.  5s.,  and  yellow  Spanish  at  67.  5s. 
The  best  lots  of  Madagascar  were  held  at  from  67.  15s.  to 
67.  17s.  6(7.  ;  three  bags  very  dark  block  were  taken  at  61.  10s. 
subject.  Good  even  brown  Zanzibar  was  bought  in  at  77. 
per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japan,  is  obtainable  at  67s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
squares,  being  easier. 

.  The  United  Kingdom's  imports  and  exports  for  last  year 
worked  out  at  the  rate  of  207.  lis.  7(7.  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion. Of  other  countries  Germany  figures  second  with 
117.  7s.  10(7. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
,be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION — We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


Mendeleeff  and  Trade. 
Sib  —In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  February  9 
f  p  228)  I  see  a  lengthy  article  on  D.  I.  Mendeleeff.    In  that 
article  a  great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  role  the  professor 
played  in  the  history  of  chemistry.    He  was  certainly  a 
erelt  man  as  far  as  chemistry  is  concerned,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  I  can  say  anything  further  than  this    Very  little, 
however,  has  been  said  about  the  part  played  by  the  pro- 
fessor in  political  life.    As  with  everything  else  in  Russia 
so  it  was  with  Mendeleeff.   The  Russian  Government  either 
keeps  down  a  man  who  is  talented  to  the  last  degree,  or  on 
the  other  hand,  it  helps  to  further  the  advancement  of  a 
•man  who  has  no  claim  to  the  honours  conferred  upon  him. 
"Thus  it  was  with  Professor  Mendeleeff     He  was  invited 
•to  ioin  the  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry,  and  it  was 
principally  owing  to  him  that  Russia  now  boasts  such  a 
formidable  tariff;  for  the  professor  was  of  opinion  that 
by  laying  down  a  high  duty  scale  on  everything  imported 
from  abroad  home  industries  would  be  fostered.  Here 
the  great  man  in  chemistry  knew  little  or  nothing  ot 
Russian  industries,  or,  better  speaking,  of  the  Russian 
character  in  so   far  as  business    is    concerned    for  he 
-clean  forgot  that  Russia  has  still  a  very  great  deal  to 
learn  of  the  intricacies  of  industry.    Therefore    by  pro- 
tecting the  young  industries  of  Russia,  the  professor  not 
only  did  not  advance  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  threw 
them  back.    The  Russian  character  is  such  that  a  man  will 
■never  improve  anything  unless  he  is  absolutely  forced  to 
do  so    The  Russian  is  not  like  the  American,  who  invents  a 
thing  one  day,  improves  it  the  next,  and  goes  on  doing  so 
-until  the  end  of  his  days.    The  ordinary  Russian  is  satisfied 
with  what  he  possesses,  and  if  he  is  protected  from  the  in- 
trusion of  the  foreigner  he  stands  where  he  is  or,  what  is 
more  probable,  he  goes  back.    This  is  exactly  the  case  with 
the  Russian  industries  of  the  present  day.    Of  course  there 
are  some  people  who  can  produce  a  number  of  statistics 
to  prove  that  we  have  to-day  here  in  Russia  more  in- 
dustries than  we  had  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.    To  this  1 
will  only  say  that  the  increase  is  simply  the  outcome  ot 
natural  growth  and  nothing  more,  and,  further,  it  does  not 
compare  with  the  rapid  advancement  abroad.    Look  at  the 
Russian  masses.    How  are  they  clothed  ?    And  why  are 
they  so  clothed?    The  answer  is,  Simply  because  of  the 
duty  on  foreign-made  cloth,  which  is  absolutely  prohibitive. 
As  a  consequence  the  manufacturers  at  Lodz  have  made 
large  fortunes  out  of  cheap  and  shoddy  material,  tor  which 
the  masses  pay  high  prices.      Russia,  the  great  leather 
country,  is  worse  off  for  boots  than  any  other  country 
•because  of  the  tremendously  high  duty  on  imported  boots. 
We  cannot  buy  a  pair  of  English  or  American  boots  that 
-will  last  for  a  long  time  unless  we  pay  an  extraordinary 
price  for  them  here  ;  we  have  therefore  to  buy  Russian 
■boots,  which  are  worth  nothing.    The  Russian  Government 
knows  something  of  the  quality  of  the  boots  served  out  to  its 
soldiers  in  the  late  war. 

The  above  are  a  few  instances  which  are  the  outcome  ot 
•the  establishment  of  the  high  tariff  as  introduced  by  Pro 
fessor  Mendeleeff.    The  result  is  that  Russian  manutac 


turers  fill  their  pockets  by  supplying  the   people  with 
rotten  goods  at  high  prices  but  as  far  as  industry  and  the 
welfare  of  the  nation  is  concerned  the  professor  made  a 
great  blunder.    Let  the  Government  remove  the  existing 
high  duties;  the  foreigners  will  then  come  into  the  country 
and  the  home  manufacturers  will  realise  that  they  can  work 
on  an  equal  footing  only  when  they  improve  industrial 
technique  and  the  quality  of  their  products.    I  think  the 
welfare  of  the  nation,  as  far  as  clothing,  sanitation,  food 
and  medicine  are  concerned,  is  one  of  the  most  imp ortant 
questions  of  the  day,  and  as  such  will  undoubtedly  come 
before  the  Duma.    How  can  a  nation  have  a,  clear  brain 
unless  its  health  is  good?    And  its  health  depends  upon 
good  clothing,  sanitation,  food,  and  medicine. 
6  Yours  truly, 

St.  Petersburg,  February  7.  D.  A.  Ruffmann. 

The  Assay  of  Pepsin  and  the  Bromine  Process  for  the 
L  *      Determination  of  Peptones. 

Sir— I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  report  of 
Messrs.  Cowie  and  Dickson's  paper  on  the  above  subject 
which  appears  in  your  issue  of  February  23,  p.  300.  ihe 
authors  have  ingeniously,  and  apparently  quite  success- 
fully adapted  the  biuret-reaction  to  the  determination  ot 
peptones.  This  they  were  led  to  do  on  account  of  the 
incomplete  precipitation  of  these  proteids  by  bromine  or 
other  reagent."  My  object  in  writing  this  letter  is  to 
combat  this  statement  of  Messrs.  Cowie  and  Dickson  1 
am  not  in  possession  of  a  full  report  of  their  paper  and 
therefore  I  have  not  seen  the  analytical  data  which  led 
them  to  the  above  conclusion;  but  it  is  in  direct  antagonism 


to  all  the  previous  work  on  this  method  which  has  come 
under  my  notice.  A  perusal  of  Allen's  "  Commercial 
Organic  Analysis,"  vol.  iv.  (article  on  Meat-extracts 
and  especially  of  the  figures  on  pages  316  and  352  will 
show  (as,  indeed,  the  authors  of  the  paper  admit)  that 
Allen  obtained  very  perfect  precipitation  by  means  of 
bromine.  Extended  experience  of  this  method,  which  I 
studied  very  fully  with  Allen  in  his  laboratory  led  US 
to  place  much  confidence  in  the  results  obtained  by  its 
means,  and  our  experience  has  been  repeatedly  confirmed 
by  subsequent  observers.  One  wonders  therefore,  as  Mr. 
J  R  Hill  remarked  in  the  discussion  which  followed_  the 
reading  of  the  paper,  "what  to  make  of  the  results  given 
by  more  than  one  investigator  who  had  used  Aliens 
method."  To  quote  one  authority  The  method  so  com 
mended  itself  to  the  official  analysts  in  the  United  Ste tes 
that  H.  W.  Wiley,  for  example,  writing  in  1898  (  -bull. 
US  Dept.  Agric  ,"  No.  54),  stated  with  regard  to  its 
application  to  the  analysis  of  flesh-products  :  It  is  so 
superior  in  every  respect  to  the  methods  m  ordinary  use 
hat  it  appears  destined  to  replace  them."  From  my  own 
work  since  1898  I  can  unhesitatingly  recommend  the 
bromine  method  as  first  described  by  Allen  for  the  deter 
mination  of  peptones,  after  previous  removal  of  other 
to  of  proteid  in  the  usual  way.  1  heartily  welcome 
this  biuret  method  of  Messrs.  Cowie  and  Dickson  as  an 
analytical  adjunct,  but  as  a  pharmacopoeia!  test-process  of 
pepsin-assay  I  consider  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  simple, 
and  that  it  possesses  little,  if  any,  ^vantage  in  this  re- 
spect  over  the  method  devised  by  Allen  (  Comm.  Urg 
Anal  "  iv  p.  351)  and  of  which  it  is  obviously  but  a  slight 
modification.  Yours  faithfully  T 

Arnold  R.  iankard, 

Editor  of  Allen's  "  Comm.  Org  Anal.,"  vol.  ii    part  iii. 
82  Llanthewy  Road,  Newport,  Mom,  February  25. 
Opium-assay. 

Sir  -It  is  not  given  to  every  man  "  to  go  to  Rome,  hence 
it  was  not  possible  for  many  "who  wished  to  be ,  present  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  at  the  last  evening  meeting  to  be  theie^ 
Most  Lte/este^  would,  however,  have  read  the  account 
in  the  f  <l-  D  and  I  for  one  would  like  to  make  a  tew 
emails^on'the-paper  by  Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright^  These 
gentlemen  continue  to  peg  away  at  a ssay-work  ^h  lasting 
benefit  to  pharmacy,  and  deserve  and  receive  thanks  from  all 
connected  therewith  for  their  endeavours.  If  th  an  ount 
of  lime  is  reduced  in  the  opium-assay  process  there  s  no 
necessity  for  all  the  ammonium  chloride.  The  use  ot  taied 
niter  papers  for  weighing  is  very  objectionable  as  anyone 
can  prove  who  cares  to  make  the  experiment.  Filter-papers 
can  easily  be  obtained  which  do  not  yield  any     fluff  to 
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gentle  brushing  with  camel-hair  brushes,  and  the  precipi- 
tated morphine  could  be  transferred  to  a  tared  dish  and 
dried  in  a  more  orthodox  way.  Again,  the  washing  of  the 
morphine  with  the  official  wash-water  until  free  from  colour 
requires  modification.  It  should  read  "until  no  precipitate 
with  solution  of  silver  nitrate  is  imparted  by  the  filtrate  " ; 
for  if  any  calcium  chloride  be  left  in  the  papers,  correct 
weighing  would  be  out  of  the  question,  unless  the  old- 
fashioned  drying-tubes  were  employed.  All  are  agreed  that 
in  this,  as  indeed  in  all  alkalimetric  and  acidimetric  deter- 
minations where  the  solutions  are  not  strong,  titration  should 
not  be  direct,  but  indirect,  and  no  doubt  the  B.P.  will 
adopt  this  for  all  alkaloidal  titrations  in  the  future.  It 
should  also  be  in  a  less  cumbersome  way  than  obtains  in 
the  atropine  titration  referred  to  under  liquid  extract  of 
belladonna.  The  use  of  litmus  as  the  indicator  is  not 
universally  liked,  and  there  is  an  opening  for  great  improve- 
ment under  this  head.  For  many  years  I  have  always 
evaporated  the  ethereal  solution  and  weighed  the  residue, 
which  is  nearly,  but  not  quite,  all  alkaloid;  I  have  also 
observed  a  curious  effect  with  this  when  treated  with 
dilute  mineral  acids  and  warming,  the  solution  becoming 
an  intense  clear  crimson  or  cerise  colour.  To  what  can  it 
be  due  ?  Does  any  opium  alkaloid  have  this  effect  with 
acids,  or  is  it  due  to  a  non-alkaloidal  ether-soluble  sub- 
stance? Can  your  readers  say  what  the  flocculent  and 
slight  precipitate  is  which  appears  in  the  filtrate  from  the 
morphine?  A  score  or  more  of  well-defined  transparent 
acicular  crystals,  about  the  length  of  jL  inch,  appear.  Ee- 
ferring  to  this  reminds  one  that  the  amount  of  wash-water 
is  too  variable,  and  instructions  should  be  given  at  what 
temperature  the  wash-water  should  be  used. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Abel  Scholar. 

How  Travellers  are  Received. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  February  23  "  Thirty  Years  a  Com- 
mercial "  speaks  of  the  brusqueness  and  reserve  shown  to 
him  by  the  Birmingham  chemists.  To  give  my  own  ex- 
perience during  the  time  I  have  travelled  Birming- 
ham and  district,  1  have  always  found  the  Birmingham 
chemists  ever  ready  to  give  me  an  interview,  providing  I 
call  at  the  proper  time,  and  generally  willing  to  take  up  lines 
which  are  to  their  advantage.  In  a  go-ahead  city  like 
Birmingham  you  must  expect  its  citizens  to  be  on  the  alert 
and  to  have  a  certain  amount  of  brusqueness  and  business 
activity  which  I  am  sure  is  not  more  pronounced  in 
Birmingham  than  in  any  other  of  our  large  cities.  I  think 
if  the  gentleman  who  writes  would  make  up  his  mind  to  do 
business  with  the  Birmingham  chemists  (and  have  another 
try)  he  would  do  it,  and  he  would  find  that  there  is  in 
Birmingham  no  better  or  more  thoughtful  business  man  than 
the  chemist  if  approached  in  the  proper  way,  and  he  will 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  as  I  have  formed. 

I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

Sedgley,  Staffs.  Eonald  C.  Shorthotjse. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1907,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  sta'e  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


O.  ~E.  F.  (43/70)  sublets  part  of  his  premises,  and  every  night 
receives  the  keys  so  that  the  premises  may  be  cleaned  and 
night-calls  dealt  with.  He  wants  to  know  how  he  will  stand 
if  the  tenants  go  wrong.  Can  he  put  the  bailiffs  in,  or  be  a 
preference  creditor  for  rent  ?  [In  the  event  of  bankruptcy  of 
our  subscriber's  tenant  he  could  distrain  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  bankruptcy  for  six  months'  rent;  but  it  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1890,  that  the  debts  to  which 
priority  is  given  shall  be  a  first  charge  on  the  goods  or  effects 
so  distrained  or  the  proceeds  of  sale  thereof.  He  can  only 
prove  in  the  bankruptcy  for  any  surplus  rent  over  the  six 
months,  as  also  he  would  have  to  do  for  any  damage  done  to 
the  premises.  If  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  makes  use  of 
the  premises  in  carrying  on  the  business,  he  must  pay  the 
rent.] 

B.  W.  5.  (48/2). — You  will  find  the  terms  of  an  assistant's 
agreement  in  our  Diary,  p.  229. 


Wholesale  (49/51).— The  label  which  you  send  is  not  an  in- 
fringement of  anybody's  rights;  but  the_ article  may  be  sold 
under  circumstances  which  constitute  an  illegality. 

C.  C.  (49/72). — Homoeopathic  Medicines  containing  poison 
are  amenable  to  pharmacy  law  the  same  as  allopathic  medi- 
cines, subject  to  the  decision  in  Pharmaceutical  Society  v. 
Delve,  so  far  as  the  principle  de  minimis  non  curat  lex  applies. 

Preservative  (49/40). — The  label  that  you  send  can  be  copy- 
righted at  Stationers'  Hall,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C. 
Send  thirteen  penny  stamps  to  the  Hall  for  the  form  to  be 
filled  up. 

Subscriber  (46/43). — Is  the  preparation  one  for  any  "dis- 
temper, malady,  ailment,  disorder,  or  complaint  incident  to 
the  human  body?  "    If  not,  it  is  outside  the  charge  of  duty. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


C.  F.  Bisham  (35/32).— We  cannot  see  any  prospect  of  a 
cheap  and  effectual  process  of  purifying  the  waste  olive  oil  of 
tobacco-manufacturers. 

Sapon  (29/68).— Hard  Soap.— The  following  is  a  method  by 
which  soap  can  be  successfully  manufactured  on  a  small  scale, 
the  process  having  been  originally  published  in  the  C.  &  D. 
in  1880 : 

Take  10  lb.  98-per-cent.  caustic  soda  (in  powder)  and  put 
in  a  jar  with  4^  gals,  of  water,  stir  once  or  twice,  and  let 
it  get  cold.  Weigh  out  75  lb.  of  clean  grease,  tallow,  or 
oil,  and  if  a  solid  fat  is  used  melt  at  a  temperature  not 
exceeding  100°  F.  Pour  the  lye  (the  caustic-soda  solution) 
slowly  into  the  melted  fat  or  oil  in  a  small  stream,  stirring 
with  a  flat  wooden  stirrer,  and  continue  stirring  gently  until 
the  lye  and  fat  are  combined  and  of  a  honey-like  appear- 
ance. The  time  taken  for  combination  varies  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  minutes ;  but  be  careful  not  to  stir  too  long. 
When  the  mixing  is  completed  pour  the  liquid  soap  into  a 
mould,  which  may  be  any  square  box,  previously  wetting 
the  sides  to  prevent  the  soap  sticking.  Wrap  up  in  old 
blankets  or  put  in  a  warm  place  until  next  day,  when  the 
box  will  contain  a  block  of  130  lb.  of  soap,  which  can  after- 
wards be  cut  up  into  bars  with  a  wire. 

A.  B.  (22/61). — The  Epilepsy-remedy  owes  its  activity  to 
ammonium  and  sodium  bromides,  but  we  cannot  say  with 
certainty  what  vegetable  bitter  it  contains. 

Taw  (36/69). — Devonshire  Oils. — The  emulsion  could  be 
made  more  lasting  by  using  olive  oil  in  place  of  part  of  the 
turpentine,  but  the  character  of  the  preparation  would  be 
altered. 

E.  H.  (42/31).— (1)  Psoriasis  in  a  girl  of  twelve.— Ener- 
getic and  continued  treatment  will  be  necessary,  and  the 
following  may  be  tried :  A  hot  bath  once  daily,  using  soap 
and  a  rubber  sponge  or  brush  to  remove  all  scales  from  the 
patches,  followed  by  rubbing  into  the  patches  an  ointment  of 
chrysophanic  acid  1  part  and  vaseline  40  parts.  The  old- 
fashioned  chrysophamc  acid  acts  better  than  chrysarobin. 
This  causes  a  general  inflammation  of  the  skin  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  white  patches,  but  in  spite  of  the  discomfort  the 
treatment  should  be  continued  until  the  white  areas  become 
reddened  like  the  rest.  When  the  skin  has  become  uniformly 
red  apply  a  little  plain  vaseline  or  zinc  ointment,  and  watch 
for  new  spots ;  paint  these  as  they  appear  with  salicylic 
collodion  1  in  8.  Old  underclothing  must  be  worn,  as  the 
ointment  stains  everything,  and  a  lookout  must  be  kept  for  any 
toxic  symptoms  from  absorption  of  the  drug.  After  all  irrita- 
bility has  settled  down  give  liq.  arsenicahs,  beginning  with 
2  minims  thrice  daily  and  gradually  increasing  to  5  minims, 
watching  again  for  toxic  symptoms,  such  as  diarrhoea  and 
smarting  of  eyes.  (2)  See  our  last  Educational  Number 
(August  12,  1906)  for  list  of  examinations  accepted  for  regis- 
tration as  a  student  of  pharmacy. 

Benovo  (48/12). — The  Stock  of  a  Eetail  Pharmacy  doing 
1,000£.  a  year  of  turnover  should  not  exceed  400i.  in  value.  If 
the  profit,  after  deduction  of  interest  on  capital  invested  in  it, 
is  3001.,  that  represents  the  value  of  the  goodwill.  See  also 
G.  &  D.  Diary,  1906,  p.  523. 

Inquirer  (49/3). — Jaundice  in  Dogs. — Treatment  is  the  same 
as  for  humans — good  doses  of  calomel  followed  by  salines. 
See  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice." 
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Colleae  Botes. 


Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy.— On  February  22  the 
students  of  this  school  visited  the  Glasgow  Corporation  Gas- 
works, at  Provan.  These  works  were  erected  a  few  years  ago, 
and  represent  the  largest  and  most  up-to-date  gas-producing 
plant  in  Scotland.  Hydraulic  power  is  exclusively  used  for 
stoking  the  retorts,  and  "producer-gas"  for  firing  them. 
Much  interest  was  taken  in  the  cyanide-recovery  plant  (Foulis 
patent).  After  passing  through  the  ammonia  scrubber,  the 
crude  gas  is  mixed  in  cylinders  with  ferrous  carbonate  and 
sodium  carbonate,  whereby  sodium  ferrocyanide  is  built  up. 
The  outing  was  much  enjoyed  by  teachers  and  students. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  last  reunion  of 
the  winter  session  took  place  at  the  College  on  February  26, 
and  in  point  of  attendance  and 
interest  was  equal  to  any  of 
those  which  have  preceded  it. 
Mr.  James  D.  Kettle,  B.Sc, 
gave  a  lecture  on  "  Toned 
Lantern-slides  by  Develop- 
ment." The  lecture  was 
equally  interesting  to  novices 
and  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  methods  of  making 
lantern-slides,  as  Mr.  Kettle  not 
only  showed  the  usual  methods 
of  slide-making,  but  gave  the 
results  of  his  own  work  in  pro- 
ducing special  tones  by  varying 
the  development.  The  lecturer 
at  the  onset  remarked  on  the 
monotony  of  most  lantern  ex- 
hibitions, at  which  slide  after 
slide  are  shown,  all  of  the  same 
funereal  grey  and  black.  There 
are"  many  processes  whereby  a 
black  slide  can  be  toned,  most  of  them,  however,  failing  to 
give  that  degree  of  transparency  necessary  in  a  good  slide. 
He  advised  anyone  who  took  up  this  work  to  keep  to  one  brand 
of  plates— he  had  always  used  the  Paget  "  Warm  Tone,"  and 
the  following  slight  modification  of  their  developing  formula  : 

No.  2 

i  oz.  Caustic  soda  ... 


Mr.  J.  D.  Kettle. 


No.  1 

Hydrokinon 
Sodium  Sulphite 
Citric  Acid 
Potassium  bromide 
Water  to  


6  oz. 
1  dram 
1  dram 
20  oz. 


Water  to 


i  oz. 
cO  oz. 


The  ammonium  bromide  and  carbonate  (used  in  the  toning- 
process  subsequently  to  be  described)  he  preferred  to  keep  in 
separate  10-per-cent.  solutions,  as  he  sometimes  used  the 
former  alone.  Mr.  Kettle  then  proceeded  to  make  a  contact 
black-tone  slide  on  a  Paget  "Rapid"  lantern-plate,  the 
developer  being  the  ordinary  formula  without  bromide. 
Speaking,  then,  of  making  slides  by  reduction,  he  said  that 
the  negative  for  this  purpose  must  be  much  thinner  than  that 
required  for  contact-printing,  and  advised  the  use  of  Belitzki's 
reducer,  if  necessary  followed  by  an  alum  and  hydrochloric- 
aeid  bath  to  remove  iron  stains.  For  a  negative  which  is  but 
slightly  too  dense,  a  piece  of  blue- glass  between  the  light  and 
the  condenser  works  wonders  in  reducing  contrast.  Mr. 
Kettle  used  an  incandescent  mantle  as  the  source  of  light,  and 
puts  a  sheet  of  ground  glass  between  the  flame  and  the  con- 
denser to  prevent  an  image  of  the  mantle  being  thrown  on 
the  screen.  A  warm  brown  slide  was  then  made  by  reduction, 
using  the  following  developer :  No.  1,  £  oz. ;  No.  2,  £  oz. ; 
10-per-cent.  ammon.  bromide,  50  minims ;  water  to  2  oz. 
Half  the  quantity  of  ammon.  bromide  gives  a  nice  warm 
black.  By  using  ammonium  carbonate  as  well  as  bromide  a 
very  large  range  of  colours  from  brown  through  purple-brown 
to  purple  and  red  can  be  obtained  by  increasing  the  propor- 
tions, also  the  exposure  and  time  of  development.  A  slide 
which  had  been  exposed  for  half  an  hour  before  the  lecture 
was  developed  to  a  pure  red  by  the  following  developer: 
No.  1,  £  oz. ;  No.  2,  i  oz. ;  10-per-cent.  ammon.  bromide, 
200  minims;  10-per-cent.  ammon.  carbonate,  200  minims. 
Without  attempting  to  go  into  the  chemistry  of  these  coloured 
images,  which  he  said  is  a  subject  in  itself,  the  lecturer  called 
?Ate-?L°n  *?  th<3  following  interesting  facts  concerning  them': 
(1)  The  colour  gets  colder  as  development  proceeds;  (2)  an 
over-developed  red  slide  may  be  reduced  by  prolonged  soak- 
ing in  the  fixing  bath,  but  its  colour  becomes  a  cold  purple ; 
(3)  the  colour  of  the  slide  is  much  colder  when  dry.  The 
demonstration  was  followed  by  a  lantern  exhibition  of  over 
thirty  slides,  mostly  toned,  and  all  of  which  the  lecturer  had 
obtained  by  development.  A  selection  of  black-tone  slides  by 
tho  Paget  Co.,  and  also  of  slides  prepared  at  the  Metropolitan 
College  by  Mr.  Sage's  students,  was  also  shown.  These  last 
included  splendid  photographs  by  Mr.  Howard  Jackson 


illustrating  the  combustion-furnace  in  use,  the  preparation  of 
ethylene  dibromide,  and  the  preparation  of  ether  ;  a  slide  by 
Dr.  Bowis  showing  the  three  kinds  of  ipecacuanha  (Rio, 
Carthagena,  and  Bahia) ;  botanical  slides  by  Mr.  Sage  of 
helleborus  niger,  datura  tatula  and  narcissuses  and  views 
by  Mr.  Henry  Elms  and  Mr.  H.  F.  Cresswell.  Photographic 
apparatus  and  chemicals  were  being  shown  in  the  museums, 
the  contributors  being  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Messrs.  Houghtons,  Ltd.,  and  the  Paget  Prize  Plate  Co.,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  are  presenting  two  copies 
of  Remington's  "Pharmacy"  as  prizes  in  the  College 
examination  for  practical  and  theoretical  pharmacy.  One  of 
these  will  be  given  to  the  student  obtaining  the  bronze  medal 
for  pharmacy,  and  the  other  as  a  special  prize  to  the  evening 
students  at  the  June  examination. 


WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  in 
this  issue : 

South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
London,  S.E. 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Trinity 
Square,  Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kennington 
Park  Road,  London,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and  Botany, 
323  Clapham  Road,  London,  S.W. 

Brixton  School  of  Pharmacy,  78  Stockwell  Park  Road,  S.W. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper 
Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road,  Leeds. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  College  of  Chemistry,  Phar- 
macy, and  Botany,  45  Newhall  Street,  Birmingham. 

North  of  England  School  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 
55  Northumberland  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  College  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy, Bath. 


Coming  iSventa. 


Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading:  should  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Tuesday,  March  5. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Darley  Street, 
at  9  p.m.    Conversational  evening. 

Wednesday  Mar  h  6. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  11  A.M.  Council-meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 

Junior  Pharmacy  Ball,  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street, 
London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Carriages  3.30  a.m.  Tickets,  in- 
cluding supper  and  light  refreshments  (7s.  6d.  each),  from 
the  stewards  or  Mr.  J.  E.  Southon  (Hon.  Secretary), 

8  Leadenhall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Guildford  Chemists'  Association,  Angel  Hotel,  at  7  p.m. 
Ordinary  meeting. 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association,  Queen  Hotel.  Whist- 
drive. 

Stockport  Chemists'  Association,  White  Lion  Hotel,  at  8  p.m. 

Hot  supper  and  social  evening. 
Carlisle  Chemists'  Association,  Viaduct  Hotel,  at  8.30  p.m. 

Annual  general  meeting  and  election  of  officers.  There 

will  also  be  a  discussion  on  co-operative  buying. 
Glasgow   Optical  Society,    Blythswood   Hotel,   320  Argyle 

Street,  at  8  p.m.    Practical  night. 
Altrincham  Chemists'  Association,  Axe  and  Cleaver  Hotel,  at 

9  p.m.    Annual  supper. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Robert  Gordon  Col- 
lege, at  9.30  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 

Thursday,  March  7. 
Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly  London,  W., 
at  8.30  p.m.  The  papers  on  the  agenda  are:  "The  Con- 
stitution of  Chaulmoogric  and  Hydnocarpic  Acids,"  by 
Drs.  M.  Barrowcliff  and  F.  B.  Power;  "  Volume  Changes 
which  Accompany  Transformations  in  the  System 
Na2S20,,  5HaO,"  by  Dr.  H.  M.  Dawson  and  Mr.  C.  G. 
Jackson. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  156  King 
Street,  at  8  p.m.    Monthly  meeting. 

Isle  of  2'hanet  Chemists'  Association,  Metropole  Hotel,  Mar- 
gate, at  8  p.m.  Annual  dinner,  at  which  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs 
will  be  present.  Tickets  from  Mr.  H.  R.  Gibb,  Market 
Place,  Margate. 
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Friday,  March  8. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.  Professor  David  James  Hamilton  on 
"  Certain  Seasonal  Diseases  of  the  Sheep  and  the  Means 
of  Preventing  Them." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Phar- 
macy, 160  and  162  Kennington  Park  Road,  S.E.,  is  to  be  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London, 
on  March  12.  Tickets  5s.  each.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Dinner 
Committee  will  be  glad  if  past  students  will  communicate  with 
them,  as  many  have  probably  changed  their  addresses. 

The  anniversary  dinner  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Chemical 
Society  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  at  the  Whitehall 
Rooms,  Hotel  Metropole,  London,  on  March  22.  Tickets 
(one  guinea  each)  can  be  had  from  the  Assistant-Secretary  of 
the  Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  London,  W. 


Hmedcan  motes* 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


The  Organisation  Movement  is  steadily  growing  in  the 
United  States,  and  not  long  since  the  Chicago  Retail  Drug- 
gists' Association,  comprising  perhaps  six  or  seven  hundred 
members,  decided  to  employ  a  paid  secretary  who  shall 
receive  $1,800  a  year,  and  who  shall  devote  his  entire  time 
to  the  Association. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — The  proposed  adoption  of 
the  Act  is  being  discussed  in  the  different  States.  Vermont 
has  already  enacted  the  statute,  and  the  Bill  has  made  its 
appearance  in  at  least  four  other  State  Legislatures.  Retail 
pharmacists  seem  to  be  divided  in  opinion  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  law  should  be  generally  adopted  at  present  or  left 
for  a  year  or  two  until  any  defects  in  the  national  Act  might 
be  discovered  from  practical  experience.  The  latter  atti- 
tude was  taken  up  at  a  meeting  in  Chicago  attended  by 
representatives  of  the  four  national  Associations  in  the  drug 
trade — the  A. Ph. A.,  the  N.A.R.D.,  and  the  Associations  of 
the  Wholesalers  and  the  Patent-medicine  Proprietors.  Dr. 
Lyman  F.  Kebler,  chief  of  the  drug  laboratory  in  Washing- 
ton, has  delivered  several  addresses  lately  on  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  statute.  In  one  of  his  addresses  Dr.  Kebler  made 
it  clear  that  the  word  "  cure  "  will  practically  be  taboo  on 
all  labels  of  specialities  and  patent  medicines,  unless 
guarantees  of  actual  cures  can  be  produced  in  the  shape  of 
physicians'  certificates.  If  this  rule  is  enforced,  it  will,  of 
course,  modify  very  greatly  the  character  of  much  patent- 
medicine  advertising. 

A  Judgment  Debt.— At  Southwark  County  Court  on  Thurs- 
day, February  28,  George  Sampson  Valentine  Wills.  Principal 
of  Westminster  College  of  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry,  ap- 
peared before  Judge  Willis,  K.C.,  on  a  judgment  summons 
at  the  instance  of  Arthur  Goode,  a  traveller,  of  Balham,  for 
242.  9s.  lid.  clue  under  a  judgment  of  the  High  Court.  The 
creditor  said  the  debt  was  the  remainder  of  money  lent  by 
his  father  about  thirty  years  ago.  It  was  lent  at  interest, 
and  an  account  was  taken  in  1905  and  a  bill  at  twelve  months 
accepted.  It  became  payable  on  July  3  last,  but  it  was  not 
met,  and  no  payment  had  been  made  on  account.  In  August 
last  he  executed  a  deed  of  arrangement,  conveying^  to  the 
trustee  everything  he  possessed.  In  accordance  with  the 
arrangement  the  trustee  allowed  him  42.  a  week,  but 
he  bad  to  make  payments  which  reduced  it  to  22.  a  week. 
He  pays  his  widowed  mother  8s.  a  week,  and  he  has  to  keep 
up  his  life  assurances  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  He  has 
received  nothing  from  the  trustee  for  five  and  a-half  weeks. 
Replying  to  the  Judge,  the  creditor  said  his  salary  before  the 
deed  was  2002.  a  year,  but  he  had  losses  of  various  kinds.  He 
took  a  chemist's  shop  in  Croydon  at  a  rental  of  1002.,  but  had 
to  give  it  up,  sustaining  great  loss.  He  had  shares  in  the 
College  Co.,  but  they  had  passed  under  the  deed ;  there  was 
no  income  from  the  shares,  no  dividend  having  been  paid  for 
two  years.  He  lives  in  a  house  of  42/.  10s.  rental,  but  in 
order  to  reduce  expenses  he  has  two  students  as  boarders, 
who  paid  12s.  per  week.  The  trustee  gave  evidence,  saying 
that  he  was  authorised  under  the  deed  to  pay  creditor  42.  a 
week,  but  he  had  actually  received  just  over  12.  a  week  be- 
cause most  of  the  debtor's  income  came  from  the  College 
Co.,  and  the  company  had  not  been  in  a  position  to  hand  over 
the  salary.  Previous  to  the  deed  he  had  largely  overdrawn 
his  salary.  In  the  end,  Judge  Willis  made  a  new  order  for 
10s.  per  month,  allowing  the  creditor  costs.  The  Judge  would 
not  go  into  the  question  of  why  the  debt  was  incurred. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ARE  YOU  MAKING  MONEY? 

If  not,  try  your  band  at  Optics.  It  is  light  and 
easy  work  and  is  the  right  Side  Line  for  Chemists 
to  take  up.  Complete  tuition  =£2  2s.  Od.  Particulars 
from 

Practising 

Optician* 

■  BLOXWICH. 


McADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Sharedealers,  30  Tranquil  Vale,  Black- 
heath,  London,  S.E.    Telephone  81  Lee  Green. 
Shares    foe    Sale    (free    of    commission,    subject).— 5  Benger's 
Ordinary,  26s. ;  264  Camwal  Ordinary,  6s. ;  32  Preference,  12s.  10^(2. ; 

10  E.  Cook  &  Co.  Preference,  £8  6s.  9(2. ;  200  Idris  "  A  "  Ordinary. 
27s. ;  200  Gr.  B.  Kent  Preference,  17s.  6(2. ;  100  Ilford  Ordinary. 
12s.  9(2. ;  150  Preference,  15s.  6(2. :  200  Bovril  Preference.  22s.  3(2., 
50  Deferred,  8s.  9(2.  ;  75  A.  J.  White  Ordinary,  3s.  Hid.,  120  Prefer- 
ence, lis.  6(2. ;  1C0  Mellins  Colonial  6  Per  Cent.  Preference,  16s.  9(2. ; 
100  Vi-Cocoa  Preference,  15s.  9(2. 

Wanted  (subject). — 100  Baiss  Bros.  Preference,  19s.  9(2. 
List  of  shares  for  sale  and  wanted  sent  free  on  application. 
Bankers,  London  and  County.  Established  1898. 

SHOP-FITTINGS.— 12-ft.  handsome  drug-fitting,  with  60  mahogany- 
fronted,  bevelled-edged  labelled  drawers,  with  pilasters,  cornice, 
and  shelves  and  lockers,  £12  10s. ;  12-ft.  solid  mahogany  and  plate- 
glass  counter,  £10  ;  7-ft.  exceptionally  handsome  dispensing-screen, 
counter,  and  sponge-case,  £14  10s. ;  and  quantity  of  others  at  low 
prices.  Philip  Josephs  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  93  Old  Street,  Goswell  Road, 
London,  E.C. 

GREAT  BARGAINS  in  Second-hand  Shop-fittings.— The  Fittings 
of  a  Shop,  including  range  of  drawers,  with  glass  labels,  £35 ; 
1  10-ft.  window  enclosure,  mirror  centre,  complete,  £4 ;  1  good  shop 
clock,  12  in.  dial,  17s.  6(2. ;  12-ft.  range  of  pine  drawers,  with  gold 
labels  and  glass  knobs,  £6 ;  1  Canary-wood  wall-case,  5  ft.  by  9  ft.  £6 ; 
144  stoppered  bottles,  gold  labelled,  sufficient  for  a  shop,  £5  15s. ; 

11  doz.  recess-label  rounds,  job  line,  £9  10s. ;  1  set  of  3  3-ft.  plate- 
glass  shelves,  standard  bars  and  brackets,  35s. ;  1  6-ft.  mirror-centre 
dispensing-screen,  £4  15s.  R.  TOMLINSON  &  SONS,  Headquarters 
for  Second-hand  Fittings,  BOND  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM. 

SHOP-FITTINGS.  SECOND-HAND  FIXTURES. — Chemists  re- 
quiring additional  fittings  or  opening  new  premises  would  find 
it  to  their  advantage  to  write  us  for  particulars  and  photographs ; 
we  have  a  large  assortment  of  second-hand  fittings  at  rook-bottom 
prioes.  WALTER  KNOWLES  &  CO.,  83  VICTORIA  STREET, 
LIVERPOOL. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  CHEMISTS  about  opening  new  Pre- 
mises.— We  have  positively  the  largest  and  finest  Stock  of  Second- 
hand Fittings  for  sale  at  Unheard-of  Prices;  drawings  and  full  par- 
ticulars on  application ;  inspection  invited ;  shops  fitted  completely. 
Rudduck  &  Co.,  Shop-fitters,  262  Old  Street,  London. 

SHOP-FIXTURES  (Second-hand).  —  Dispensing-screens;  case- 
fronted  and  other  serving  counters ;  drug-fittings,  drawers,  glass 
labels,  knobs,  lockers,  shelves,  cornices,  etc. ;  coivnter  drawers,  with 
label  spaces,  till  and  paper  drawers  ;  desk  and  perfume-case ;  shelves 
for  window  with  standard  bars  and  brackets  complete ;  6-ft.  wall- 
case,  etc.  Send  for  List.  Treble  &  Co.,  Complete  Shop  Fitters, 
Rectory  Works,  Rendlesham  .Road,  Clapton,  London,  N.E.,  and 
7  Grange  Loan,  Edinburgh. 

CHEMIST'S  second-hand  Fittings,  equal  to  new  :  counter-oase, 
6-ft.,  mahogany  and  bent  plate-glass  mirror  back,  £4  10s. ;  dis- 
pensing-screen, mirror  back  and  counter  fitted  with  sponge-case, 
£7  10s. ;  perfumery  case,  mirror  back  and  mahogany  desk,  53s. 
Cheapest  house  in  the  trade  for  alterations,  window  enclosures,  wall 
cases,  dispensing-screens,  glass-fronted  counters,  glass  facias,  stall 
plates ;  estimates  free.  H.  Mills,  Chemists'  Complete  Shop  Fitter, 
Shop-front  Builder,  Steam  Works,  163-5  Old  Street,  London,  E.G. 

COLONIALS,  PLEASE  NOTE 

that  though  Slack's  patent  Tooth  Brush  Showcard  Stand  is 
2s.  3d.  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  2s.  nett  from.  Quilliam's, 
Sanger's,  Newbury's,  SouthalTs,  etc.,  I  never  intended  to  infer 
that  it  was  post  free  to  the  Colonies  for  that  amount.  Please 
send  2s.  9d.  if  Colonial. 


319  High  Street,  1 
WEST  BROMWICH. 


OPTICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Exemptions  granted  to  Chemists  in  the  S.M.C.  examinations 
will  cease  after  the  November  examination.  Take  my  course  of 
Optics  and  you  will  be  able  to  enter  the  November  exams,  and 
obtain  the  exemptions.  W.  J.  Wright,  F. S.M.C.,  F.I.O.  (holder 
of  the  S.M.C.  Special  and  Sight-testing  Diplomas),  51  Charl- 
wood  Street,  London,  S.W. 


